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THE EXAMINER. 

NUMBER XIII. 

. Thurfday, November 2, 171 o. 
longa eji injuria^ longae 



a/4mhages\ fedfumtriafequarfajligia rerum, 

IT is a pradlice I have generally followed, 
to converfe in equal freedom with the 
deferving men of both parties'; and it was 
never without fome contempt, that I have 
obferved perfons wholly out of employ- 
ment affect to do otherwife. I doubted, 
whether any man could owe fo much to 
the fide he was of, although he were re- 
tained by it ; but without fome great point 
of intereft, either in pofleflion or profpe<5l", 
I thought it was the mark of a low and 
narrow fpirit. 

It is hard, that for fome weeks paft I 
have been forced, in my own defence, to 
follow a proceeding, that I have fo much 
condemned in others. But feveral of my 
acquaintance among the declining party 
are grown fo infufferably peevifli and fple- 
netic, profefs fuch violent apprehenfions 

Vol. VIII. B for 



2 THE EXAMINER. N' 13' 

for the publick, and reprefent the ftate of 
things in fuch formidable ideas, that t find 
myfelf difpofed to ihare in their afflidlions; 
although I know them to be groundlefs 
and imaginary, or, which is worfe, purely 
affected. To ofFer them comfort one by 
one, would be not only an endlefs, but a 
difobliging tafk. Some of them, I am con- 
vinced, would be lefs melancholy if there 
were more occafion. I (hall therefore, in- 
ftcad of hearkening to farther complaints, 
employ Ibme part of this paper for the 
future in letting fuch men fee, that their 
natural or acquired fears are ill-grounded, 
and their artificial ones as ill- intended ; 
that all our prefent inconveniences are the 
conlequence of- the very counfels they (6 
much admire, which would ftill have en- 
creafed if thofe had continued ; and that 
neither our conftitution in church or ftate 
could probably have been long preferved 
without fuch methods, as have been already 
taken. 

^ The late revolutions at court have given 
room to fome fpecious objedions, which I 
have heard repeated by well-meaning men, 

juft 
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juft as they had taken them up on the 
credit of others, who have worfe defigns. 
They wonder, the Queen would chufe to 
change her miniftry at this junSurc, and 
thereby give uneaiinefs to a general, who 
hath been fo long fuccefsful abroad, and 
might think, himfelf injured, if the entire 
miniftry were not of his own nomination ; 
that there were few complaints of any 
confequence againft the late men in power, 
and none at all in parliament, which on 
the contrary paflcd votes in favour of the 
chief minifter; that, if her majefty had 
a mind to introduce the other party, it 
would have been more feafonable after a 
peace, which now we have made defperate 
by fpiriting the French^ who rejoice in thefe 
changes, and by the fall of our credit, 
which unqualifies us for carrying on the 
war; that the parliament, fo untimely 
diflblved, had been diligent in their fup- 
plies, and dutiful in their behaviour ; that 
one confequence of thefe changes appears 
already in the fUl of the ftocks ; that we 
may foon expe<ft more and worfe ; and 
laftly, that all this naturally tends to break 

B 2 the 



4 THE EXAMINER. N° 13. 

the fettlement of the crown, and call over 
the Pretender, 

Thefe, and the like notions, are plenti- 
fully fcattered abroad by the malice of a 
ruined party, to render the Queen and 
her adminiftration odious, and to inflame 
the nation. And thefe are what, upon oc-«- 
cafion, I ftiall endeavour to overthrow, by 
difcovering the falQiood and abfurdity of 
them. 

It is a great unhappinefs, when in a 
government conftituted like ours it fliould 
be fo brought about, that the continuance 
of a war muft be for the interefl: of vaft 
numbers (civil, as well as military) who 
otherwife would have been as unknown, as 
their original. I think our prelent condi- 
tion of affairs is admirably defcribed by 
two verfes in Lucan : 

Hincufura vorax^ avtdumque in tempore 

foenus, 
Hinc concuJfafideSj et tnultis utile helium. 

Which, without any great force upon the 
words, may be thus tranllated : 

He?jce are derived thofe exorbitant interejls 
and annuities ; hence thofe large difcountsfor 

advance 



N°i3. THE EXAMINER. 5 

advance and prompt pay men f^i hence public 
credit is Jhaken\ and hence great numbers 
find their profit in prohnging the war. 

It is odd, that among a free trading peo- 
ple, as we call ourfelves, there (hould fo 
many be found to clofe in with thofe 
cuunfels, who have been ever averfe from 
all overtures towards a peace : but yet 
there is no great myftery in the matter. 
Let any man obferve the equipages in this 
town, he fliall find the greater number of' 
thofe who make a figure, to bea fpecies of 
men quite different from any that were 
ever known before the Revolution ; con- 
fiding either of ' generals and colonels, or 
• of thofe, whofe whole fortunes lie in funds 
and ftocks; fo xh^iX. power ^ which accord- 
ing to the old maxim was ufed to follow 
land, is now gone over to money, and the 
country gentleman is in the condition of 
a young heir, out of whofe eftate a fcri- 
vener receives half the rents for intereft, 
and hath a mortgage on the whole , and 
is therefore always ready to feed his vices 
and extravagancies, while there isany thing 
left. So that, if the war continue fome years 
]onger, a landed man will be little better 

B 3 thaa 



6 THE EXAMINER, N' 13. 

than a farmer of a rack-rent to the army 
and to the public funds. 

It may perhaps be worth enquiring, 
from what beginnings and by what fteps 
we have been brought into this defperate 
condition : and in fearch of this we muft 
run up as high as the Revolution. 

Moft of the nobility and gentry, who 
invited over the prince of Orange y or at- 
tended him in his expedition, were true 
lovers of their country and its conftitution 
in church and ftate ; * and were brought 
to yield to thofe breaches in the fucceflion 
of the crown, out of a regard to the ne- 
cefTity of the kingdom' and the fafety of 
the people, which did, and could only, 
make them lawful j but without intention 
of drawing fuch a pradice into precedent, 
or making it a (landing meafure by which 
to proceed in all times to come; and 
therefore we find their counfels ever tended 
to keep things, as much as poffible, in the 
old courfe. But foon after, an under- 
fett of men, who had nothing to lofe, and 
had neither borne the burthen nor heat of 
the day, found means to whifper in the 
Ring's ear, that the principles of loyalty ia 

the 
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the church of England were wholly incon- 
iiftent with the Revolution. Hence begati 
the early pradice of carefling the Diflen- 
ters, reviling the univerfitics, as maintain- 
crs of arbitrary power, and reproaching 
the clergy with the doctrines of divine 
rights pa ffive (Aedience^ and non refijiance. 
At the fame time, in order to faften weal^ 
thy people to the new government, they 
propofed thole pernicious expedients of 
borrowing money by vaft premiums^ and 
at exorbitant intereft : a pradice as old 
as EumeneSi one of Alexander s captains, 
who, fetting up for himfelf after the death 
of his mafter, perfuaded his principal of- 
ficers to lend him great fums, after which 
they were forced to follow him for their 
own fecurity. 

This introduced a number of new dex- 
trous men into bufinefs and credit. It was 
argued, that the war could not laft above 
two or three campaigns ; and that it was 
eafier for the fubje<Sts to raife a fund for 
paying intereft, than to tax them annually 
to the full expence of the war. Several 
perfons, who had fmall or incumbered 
cftates, fold them, and turned their mo- 

B 4. ney 



8 THE EXAMINER. N"* 13, 

ney into thofe funds, to great advantage : 
merchants, as well as other monied men, 
finding trade was dangerous, purfued the 
fame method. But the war continuing, 
and growing more expenfive, taxes were 
increafed, and funds multiplied every year, 
till they have arrived at the monftrou^ 
height we now behold them; and that, 
which was at firft a corruption, is at laft 
grown neceflary, and what every good 
fubjedt muft now fall in with, although 
he may be allowed to wifti it might foon 
have an end ; becaufe it is with a kingdom 
as with a private fortune, where every new 
incumbrance adds a double weight. By 
this means the wealth of a nation, that 
ufed. to be reckoned by the value of land, 
is now computed by the rife and fall of 
ftocks : and, although the foundation of 
credit be ftill the fame, and upon a bot- 
tom that can never be fhaken, and al- 
though all intereft be duly paid by the 
publick ; yet, through the contrivance and 
cunning of fiock-jobbers^ there hath becq 
brought in fueh a complication of knavery 
and cozenage, fuch a myftery of iniquity, 
and fuch an unintelligible jargon of terms 

tp 
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to involve it in, as were never known in 
any other age or country in the world. 
I have heard it affirmed, by perfons fkilled 
in thefe calculations, that if the funds ap- 
propriated to the payment of intereft and 
annuities were added to the yearly taxes, 
and the four- (hilling aid ftridly exaded in 
all counties of the kingdom, it would very 
near, if not fully, fupply the occafions of 
the war, at leaft fuch a part as, in the 
opinion of very able perfons, had been at 
that time prudent not to exceed. For I 
make it a queftion. Whether any wife 
prince or ftate, in the continuance of a 
war, which was not purely defenfive, or 
immediately at his own door, did ever 
propofe that his expence fliould perpetu- 
ally exceed what he. was able to impofe 
annually upon his fubje<5ls? Neither, if the 
war laft many years longer, do I fee how 
the next generation will be able to begit> 
another ; which, in the courfe of human 
^fFairs, and according to the various inter- 
efts and ambition or princes, may be a^ 
neceflary for them, as it hath been for us. 
, And if our fathers had left us as deeply 
involved, as vve are Hkcly to leave our 
2 children, 
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children, I appeal to any man, what fort 
of figure we fhould have been able to 
make thefe twenty years paft. Befides, 
neither our enemies nor allies are upon 
the fame foot with us in this particular. 
France and Holland^ our neareft neigh- 
bours, and the fartheft engaged, will much 
fooner recover themfelves after a war : the 
firft by the abfolute power of the prince, 
who, being matter of the lives and fortunes 
of his fubjedls, will quickly find expedients 
to pay his debts; and fo will the other, 
by their prudent adminiflration, the great- 
nefs of their trade, their wonderful parfi- 
mony, the willingnefs of their people to 
undergo all kind of taxes, and their juftice 
in applying as well as coUefting them. 
But above all we are to confider, that 
France^xA Holland fk^t on the continent, 
either upon or near their own territories, 
and the greateft part of the money circu- 
lates among themfelves; whereas ours 
crofTes the fea, either to Flanders^ Spawy 
or Portugal', and every penny of it, whether 
in fpccie or returns, is fo much loft to the 
nation for ever. 

Upon 
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Upon thefe confiderations alone, it was 
the moft prudent courfe imaginable in the 
Queen, to lay hold of the difpofition of 
the people for changing the parliament 
and miniftry at this jun<fture, and extri^- 
eating herfelf as foon as poflible out of 
the pupillage of thofe, who found their 
accounts only in perpetuating the war. 
Neither have we the leaft reafon to doubt, 
but the enfuing parliament will aflift her 
Majesty with the utmoft vigour, until 
her enemies again be brought to fue for. 
peace, and again offer fuch terms as will 
make it both honourable and lafling; 
only with this difference, that the miniflry 
perhaps will not again refufc them. 

/Itifliet fugnasy vitio parentum 
Jtara^ Juvent.uu 
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NUMBER XIV. 

Thurfday, November 9, 17 10. 

i. quibus hivacuasimpkntfermonihus aures. 
Hi narrata ferunt alio : menfuraque JiBi 
Crefcity et at^itis aliquidnovtis adjicit autor, 
Jllic Credulitas^ illic tetmrarius Error, 
Vanaque Laetitia ejl, conjlernatique TtmoreSy 
. Seditioque recens, dubioque 'aufore Sufurri. 

I A M prevailed on, through the impor- 
tunity of friends, to interrupt the 
fcheme I had begun in my laft paper, by 
an Eflay upon the art of Political Lying, 
We are told the devil is the father of lyes , 
and was a lyarfrom the beginning ; fo that 
beyond contradidion the invention is old : 
and, which is more, his firft Eflay of it 
was purely political, employed in under- 
mining the authority of his prince, and fe- 
ducing a third part of the fubjeds from 
their obedience; for which he was driven 
down from Heaven, where (as Milton ex- 
prefleth it) he had been Viceroy of a great 
wejlern province', and forced to exercife 
his talent in inferior regions among other 

fallen 
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fallen fpirits, ot poor deluded men^ whom he 
ftill daily tempts to bis awn fin^ and will 
ever do fo, till he be chained in the bottom'*- 
lefs pit. 

But although the devil be the father of 
lyes^ he feems, like other great inventors, 
to have loft much of his reputation by the 
continual improvements, that have beea 
made upon him. 

Who firft reduced lying, into an art, and 
adapted it to politicks^ is not fo clear from 
hiftory ; although I have made feme dili- 
gent enquiries. 1 ftiall therefore confider 
it only according to the modern fyftem, as 
it hath been cultivated thefe t\yenty years 
paft in the fouthern part of our own iiland. 

The poets tell us, that after the giants 
were overthrown by the gods, the earth 
' in revenge produced her laft offspring, 
which was Fame. And the fable is thus 
interpreted ; That when tumults and fe- 
ditions are quieted, rumours and falfe re- 
portsare plentifully fprcadthrough a nation. 
So that by this account lying is the laft 
relief of a routed^ earth-born^ rebellious party 
in a ftate. But here the moderns have 
made great additions, applying this art to 

the 
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the gaining of power and preferving it, as 
well as revenging themfelves after they 
have loft it ; as the fame inftruments are 
made ufe of by animals to feed themfelves 
ivhen they are hungry, and to bite thofe 
that tread upon them. 

But the fame genealogy cannot always 
be admitted for pdlkiced lying \ I fhall 
therefore defire to refine upon it, by add- 
ing fome circumilances of its birth and 
parents. A political lye is fometimes born 
out of a difcarded ftatefman's head) and 
thence delivered to be nurled and dandled 
by the rabble. Sometimes it is produced 
a monfler, and licked into (hape: at other 
times it comes into the world completely 
formed, and is fpoiled in the licking. It is 
often born an infant in the regular way, 
and requires time to mature it ; and often 
it fees the light in its full growth, but 
dwindles away by degrees. Sometimes it is 
of noble birth ; and fometimes the fpawn of 
.2iJlock- jobber. Here it fcreams aloud at the 
opening of the womb ; and there it is de- 
livered with a whifper. I know a lye^ that 
now difturbs half the kingdom with its 
noife, which, although too proud and great 

at 
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at prefent to own its parents, I can re- 
member its wbifper-bood. To conclude the 
nativity of this monfter ; when it comes 
into the world without a y?/»^, it is ftill- 
born; and whenever it lofes its^/zz^, it 
dies. 

No wonder if an infant fo miraculous 
in its birth fhould be deftined for great 
adventures ; and accordingly we fee it 
hath been i\i^ guardian fpirit oi sl prevail^ 
ing party for almoft twenty years. It can 
conquer kingdoms without fighting, and 
fometimes with the lofs of a battle. It 
gives and refumes employments ; can fink 
a mountain to a mole-hill, and raife a 
mole-hill to a mountain ; hath prefided 
for many years at committees of eledions ; 
can wafti a black-moor white; make a 
faint of an atheifl:, and a patriot of a pro- 
fligate ; can i\Mm(h foreign minijiers with 
intelligence ; and raife or let fall the credit 
of the nation. This goddefs flies with a 
huge looking-glafs in her hands, to dazzle 
the croud, and make them fee, according 
as fhe turns it, their ruin in their interefl, 
and their intereft in their ruin. In this 
glafs you will behold your beft friends clad 

in 
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in coats powdered Wiihfleursde lis and 
triple crawnSf their girdles hung round 
with chains^ and beads^ and wooden Jhoes\ 
and your worft enemies adorned with the 
enfigns of liberty ^ property^ indulgence^ mo- 
deration^ and a cornucopia in their hands* 
Her large wings, like thofe of a flying fiOi, 
are of no ufe but while they are moift j 
{he therefore dips them in mud^ and foar- 
ing aloft fcatters it in the eyes of the mul- 
titude, flying with great fwiftnefs ; but at 
every turn is forced to ftoop in dirty ways 
for new fupplies. 

I have been fometimes thinking, if a 
roan had the art of the fecond Jight for fee* 
ing lyes^ as they have in Scotlandiov feeing 
fpirits, how admirably he might entertain 
himfelf in this town, by obferving the dif- 
ferent (hapes, fizes, and colours of thofe 
fwarms of lyes f which buzz about the heads 
ofjomepeopky like flies about a horfe's ears 
in fummer; or thofe legions hovering 
every afternoon in Exchange- alley ^ enough 
to darken the air; or over a club of dif- 
contented grandees, and thence fent down 
in cargoes to be fcattered at eledions. 

There 
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I'here is one eflential point wherein a 
political lyar differs from others of the fa- 
culty ; that he ought to have but a (hort 
memory, which is neceflary according to 
the various occafions he meets with every 
hour of differing from himfelf, and fwear- 
ing to both fides of a contradidion, as he 
finds the perfons difpofed with whom he 
hath to dcaL ' In defcribing the virtues 
and vices of mankind, it is convenient, 
Upon eVery article, to have fome eminent 
perfon in our eye, from whom we copy 
olir defcription. I have ftridly obferved 
this rule ; and my imagination this minute 
teprelents before me a certain ^r^^/ mar^ 
famous for this talent, to the conftant 
pradice of which he owes his twenty years 
. reputation of the moft fkilful head in Eng- 
land for the management of nice affairs. 
The fupericrity of his genius confifts in 
nothing clfe, but an inexhauftiblefund of 
political Ijes^ which he plentifully diftri- 
butes every minute he fpeaks, and by an 
unparalleled gcnerofity forgets, and con- 
fcgucntly contradicts, the next half hour. 

• The late earl of U'lartin. 

Vol. Ylir. G ' He 
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He never yet conGdered, whether any pro- 
pofition were true or lalfc, but whether it 
were convenient for the prefent minute or 
company to affirm or deny it; fo that if 
you think fit to refine upon him, by in- 
terpreting every thing he fays, as we do 
dreams, by the contrary, you arc ftill to 
ft:ek, and will find yourfclf equally de- 
ceived whether you believe or no: the only 
remedy is to fuppofe, that you have heard 
lome inarticulate founds, without any 
meaning at all ; and befides, that will take 
off the horror you might he apt to con- 
ceive at the oaths, wherewith he perpetu- 
ally tags both ends of every propojition^ 
alihough at the fame time, I think, he 
cannot with any juftice be taxed with 
perjury, when he invokes G^?^ and CI6r^ ; 
bccaufe he hath often fairly given public 
notice to the world, that he believes in 
neither. 

Some people may think, that fuch an 
accomplifhmcnt as this can be of no great 
life to the ovyner, or his party, after it 
hath been often praclifed and is become 
notorious ; but they are widely miftaken. 
Few /^'^y carry the inventor's mark, and 

the 
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the mofl: proftitute enemy to truth may 
fpread a thoufand without being known 
for the author : befides, as the vileft writer 
hath his readers, fo the greateft lyar hath 
his believers: and it often happens, that if 
a lye be believed only for an hour, it hath 
done its work, and there is no farther 
occafion for it. FalJJjood flies ^ and truth 
comes limping afcer it ; fo that when men 
come to be. undeceived, it is too late; the 
jeft is over, and the tale has had its effedl : 
hke a man, who has thought of a good 
repartee, when the difcourfe is changed, or 
the company parted ; or like a phyfician, 
who hath found out an infallible medicine, 
after the patient is dead. 

Confidcring^ that natural difpofition in 
many men to lye^ and in multitudes to 
believe^ I have been perplexed what to do 
with that maxim fo frequent in every 
body's mouth ; that truth will at laji pre- 
vail. Here hath this ifland of ours, for the 
greateft part of twenty years, lain under 
the influence of fuch counfels and perfons, 
whofe principle and intereft it was to cor- 
rupt our manners, blind. our undcrftand- 
ing, drain our wealch, and in time deftroy 
C 2 our 
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our conftitution both in church and ftate; 
an J we at lafl: were brought to the very 
brink of ruin ; yet, by the means of per- 
petual reprefentations, have never been 
able to (iiftinguiili between our enemies 
and friends. We have ken a great part of 
the nation's money got into the hands of 
thofe, who, by their birth, education, and 
merit, could pretend no higher than to 
wear our liveries; while others, who, by 
their credit, quality, and fortune, were 
only able to give reputation and fuccefs to 
the Revolution, were not only laid afide 
as dangerous and ufelefs, but loaden with 
the fcandal of yacobites^ men of arbitrary 
principles^ and penfioncrs to France\ while 
, truth, who is faid X,o lie in a well^ feemcd 
now to be buried there under a heap of 
ftones. But I remember*, it was an ufual 
complaint among the IVhigs^ that the 
bulk of the landed men was not in their 
interefts, which fome of the wifeft looked 
on as an ill omen ; and we faw it was with 
the utmoft difficulty, that they could pre- 
ferve a majority, while the court and mi- 
niftry were on their fide, till they had 
learned thofe admirable expedients for de- 
ciding 
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ciding eledions, and influencing diftant 
boroughs by powerful motives From the 
city. But all this was mere force and con- 
ftraint, however upheld by moft dextrous 
artifice and management, until the people 
began to apprehend their properties^ their 
religion^ and the monarchy itfelf in danger; 
then we faw them greedily laying hold on 
the firft Qccafion to interpofe* But of this 
mighty change in the difpofitions of the 
people I fhall diicourfe more at large in 
fbme following paper; wherein I (Lall 
endeavour to undeceive or difcover thofe 
deluded or deluding perfons, who hope or 
pretend, it is only a fliort madnefs in the 
vulgar, from which they may foon re- 
cover; whereas, I believe, it will appear 
to be very different in its caufcs,its fymp- 
toms, and its confequences ; and prove a 
great example to illuftrate the maxim I 
lately mentioned ; that truth (however 
fometimes late) wU at lajl prevail. 
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NUMBER XV, 

Thurfday, November i6, 17 lo. 

— ^ mediGque tit limit e curras^ 
Icare^ ait^ monm : ne ft demiffior ihh^ 
Undagravctpc7tnai\ Jiceljior^ ignis adiirat. 

IT mufl: be avowed that, for feme years 
paft, there have been few things more 
wanted in IL71 gland than fuch a paper as 
this ought to be : and fuch as I will en- 
deavour to make it, as long as it fhall be 
found of any ufe, without entering into 
the violences of either party. Conlidering 
the many grievous mifreprefentations of 
perfons and things, it is highly requilite 
at this juncture, that the people through- 
out the kingdom fbould, if pollible, be fet 
right in their opinions by fome impartial 
hand ; which hath never been yet at- 
tempted ; thofe who have hitherto un- 
dertaken it being, upon every account, the 
Icail qualiii';:d of all human kind for fuch 
a work. 

We live here under a limited mOiiarchy, 

and under the dcd^rine and difcipline of 

■jin excellent church.. V\e are unhappily 

divide^ 
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divided into two parties, both which pre- 
tend a mighty zeal for our religion and 
government, only they difagree about the 
means. The evils, we mull fence againil, 
are on one fide fanaticifm and inlideiity 
in religion, and anarchy, under the name 
of a commonwealth, in government; on 
the other fide, popery, flavery, and the 
pretender from FraJice. Now, to inform 
and dircdi.us in our fcntiments upon thefe 
weighty points, here are on one hde two 
ftupid illiterate fcriblers, bojth of them 
fanaticks by profeflion, I mean the Review 
and Obfervator ; on the other fide, we 
have an open Nonjuror^ whofe charader 
and perfon, as well as learning and good 
fenfe difcovered upon other fubjecfls, do 
indeed deferve refpcd: and cfteem ; but his 
Rehearfal 2iViA the reft of his political papers 
are yet more pernicious than thofe of the 
former two. If the generality of the people 
know not how to talk or thip^ik^ until they 
have read their lejfon in the papers of the 
week, what a misfortune is it, that their 
duty fhouid be conveyed to them through 
fuch vehicles as thofe ? For, let fome gen- 
tlemen think what they pleafe, I cannot 

C 4. but 
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but fufpeft, that the two worthies I firft 
mentioned have, in a degree, done mif- 
chief omon? us; the mock authoritative 
manner of the one, and the infipid mirth 
pf the other, however infupportable to 
reafonable ears, being of a level vyith great 
numbers among the loiveft part of man- 
kind. Neither was the aut;hor of the' Re^ 
hearfal^ while he continued that paper, 
lefs infectious to many perfons of better 
figure, who perhaps were as wpll qua- 
lified, and much kfs prejudiced, to judge 
for themfelves. 

It -was this reafon, that moved me to 
take the matter out of thofe rough^ as well 
a5 thofe dirty ^ hands ; to jet the remote and 
iininflrudled part of the nation fee, that 
they have beep miflcd on both fides by 
tnad ridiculous extremes, at a wide diftance 
on each fide from the truth ; while the 
fight path is fo broad and plain as to be 
^afily kept, if they were once put into it. 

Fiirther : I had lately entered on a re- 
folutioq to take very little notice of other 
papers, unlefs it were fuch where the ma- 
lice and falfhood had {o great a mixture 
pf wit and fpirit, as would make them 

dan? 
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dangerous : which, in the prefent circle of 
fcriblers, from twelve- pence to a half- 
penny, I could eaiily forefee would not 
very frequently occur. But here again I 
anv forced to difpenfe with my refolution, 
although it be only to tell my reader what 
meafures I am like to take oh fuch occa- 
iions for the future. I was told, that the 
paper called 7"^ Ohfervator was twice 
filled laft week with remarks upon a late 
Examiner. Thcfe I read with the firft 
opportunity, and, to fpeak in the news^ 
writers phrafe, they gave me occafim for 
^arry /peculations, \ obferved with fingUr 
jar pleafure the nature of thofe things 
which the owners of them ufually call 
AnJwerSf and with what dexterity thi^ 
matchlefs author had fallen into the whole 
art and cant of them. To tranfcribe here 
and there three or four detached lines of 
leafl weight in a difcourfe, and by a fooliflj 
comment miftake every lylJabie of the 
meaning, is what I have known many of 
a fuperior clafs to this formidable advcrfary 
entitle an Anfwer. This is what he hath 
pxa6ly done in about thrice as many 
Y^ofds as my whole difcoyrie^ which isfo 

Piighty 
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mighty an advantage over me, that I (hall 
by no means engage in fo unequal a com- 
bat ; but, as far as I can judge of my ow/n 
temper, entirely difmifs him for the fu- 
ture ; heartily vvifliing he had a match ex- 
a£lly of his own fize to meddle with, who 
fliould only have the odds of truth and 
honefty, which, as I take it, would be an 
cffedual way to filence him for ever. 
Upon this occafion, I cannot forbear a 
:{hort ftory of ?i fanatic farmer^ who lived 
in ray neighbourhood, and was fo great a 
difputant in religion that the fervants in 
all the families thereabouts reported, how 
he had confuted the biOiop and all his 
clergy. I had then a footman, who was 
fond of reading the Bible : and I borrowed 
a comment for him, which he fludied (o 
clofe, that in a month or two I thought 
him a match for ih^ farmer. They dis- 
puted at feveral houfes, with a ring of 
iervants and other people always about 
them ; where Ned explained his texts fo ' 
full and clear to the capacity of his audi- 
ence, and {hewed the infignificancy of his 
adverfary's cant to the meaneft under- 
ftanding, that he got the whole country 

on 
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on his fide, and the farmer was cured of 
his itch of difputation for ever after. 

The worft of it is, that this fort of out- 
rageous party- writers I havp fpok^ of a- 
bove, are like a couple of make- baits, who 
inflame fmall quarrels by a thouland fto- 
ries, and by keeping friends at a diflance 
hinder them from coming to a good un- 
derftanding; as they certainly would, if 
they were fuffered to meet and debate be^ 
tween themfelves : for let any one examine 
a reafonable honeft man of either fide 
upon thofe opinions in religion and go- 
vernment, which both parties daily buffet 
each other about ; he (hall hardly find one 
material point in difference between them. 
I would be glad to afk a queftion about 
two great men of the late miniflry. How 
they came to be Whigs f and by what 
figvireof fpeech half a dozen others, lately 
put into great employments, can be called 
Tories ? I doubt, whoever would fuit the 
definition to the perlbns, muft make it 
diredly contrary to what we underftood it 
at the 'time of the Revolution. 

In order to remove thefe mifapprehen-' 
(jons amonff us, I believe, it will be nec^f- 

iary, 
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fary upon occafion to deted the malice 
and falfliood of fome popular maxims, 
which thofe idiots fcattcr from the preis 
twice a week, and draw an hupdrpd ab- 
fu:d confequences from them. 

For example ; I have heard it often 
oiv'.<^i-'d as a great piece of infolence in the 
c'cfgv and others to fay or hint, that the 
church was in danger^ when it was voted 
otherwife in parliament fome years ago ; 
and the quten herlelf, in her laft fpeech, 
did openly condemn all fuch insinuations. 
Notwithftanding which, I did then^ and 
do ftill, believe the church hath, fince that 
vote, been in very imminent danger; and 
\ think I might then have faid fp without 
the leaft offence to her majefty, or either 
^{ the two houfes, The queen's words, 
as near as I can remember, mentioned the 
church being in danger from her admini- 
jiration ; and whoever fays or thinks that, 
deferves, in my opinion, to be hanged for 
^ traitor: but, that the church and ftate 
piay be both in danger under the beft 
princes that ever reigned, and without the 
lead guilt of theirs, is fuch a truth, as a 
pian muft be a great (Iranger to hiftory 

and 
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and conraion fenfe to doubt. The vvifeft 
prince on earth may be forced by the ne- 
ceflity of his af^irs, and the prefent power 
of an unruly fadtion, or deceived by the 
craft of ill-defigning men. One or two 
minifters, moft in his confidence, may at 
firft have good intentions,, but grow cor- 
rupted by tinie, by avarice, by loVe, by 
ambition, and have fairer terms offered 
them to gratify their pallions or interefts 
from one Jett of men than another, until 
they are too far involved for a retreat; 
and fo be forced to take /even Jpirits more 
wicked than them/elves. This is a very 
pofllble cafe ; and will not the laft Jiateof 
fuch men be worfe than thefirjl ? that is to 
fay, will not the publick, which was fafe 
at firft, grow in danger by fuch pjoceed- 
ings as thcfe? And ihall a faithful fubjedJ:, 
who forefees and trembles at the confe- 
quences, be called difaffe&ed, becaufe he 
delivers his opinion, although the prince 
declares, as he juftly may, that the danger 
is not owing to his adminiftration ? or 
ftiall the prince himfelf be blamed, when, 
in fuch a jundture, he puts his affairs into 
other hands 'with the univerfal applaufe of 
I his 
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his people? As to the vote againft thofc 
who fliould affirm the church was in dan- 
ger, I think it Hkewife referred to danger 
from, or under, the queen's adminiftration 
(for I neither have it by me, nor can fud- 
denly have recourfe to it) ; but, if it were 
otherwife, I know not how it can refer to 
any dangers^ but what were paft, or at that 
timeprefent; or how it could affed the 
future, unlefs the fenators were all iiifpired^ 
or at leaft that majority which voted it : 
neither do I fee it is any crime, farther than 
ill manners, to differ in opinion from a 
majority of either or both houfes ; and that 
ill manners, I muft confefs, I have been 
often guilty of for fome years paft, al- 
though I hope I never fhall again. 

Another topick of great ufe to thefe 
weekly inflamers is the young pretender 
in France^ to whom their whole party is 
in a high meafure indebted for all their 
grcatnefs ; and whenever it lies in their 
power, they may perhaps return their ac- 
knowledgments, as, out of their zeal for 
frequent revclutio7is^ they were ready to do 
to his fuppofed father .; which is a piece of 
Jecret hijiory^ that I hope will one day fee 

the 
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the light ; and I am fure it (hall, if ever I 
am mafter of it, without regarding wbofe 
ears may tingle. But at prefent the word 
pretender \% a term of art in their profefllon. 
A fecrctary of ftate cannot defire leave to 
refigny but xh& pretender is at bottom ; the 
queen cannot diflblve a parliament, but it 
is a plot to dethrone herfelf and bring in 
the pretender ; half a fcore ftock-jobbers 
are playing the knave in Exchange-alley ^ 
and there goes the pretender with 2ifponge. 
One would be apt to think, they bawl out 
the /Tf/^^erfo often to take off the terror ; 
or tell fo many lyes about him to flacken 
our caution ; that when he is really coming, 
by their connivance, we may not believe 
them ; as the boy ferved the fhepherds 
about the coming of the wolf : or perhaps 
they fcare us with the pretender, becaufe 
they think he may be like fome difeafes, 
that come with a fright. Do they not be- 
lieve, that the queen's prefent miniftry love 
her majefty, at leaft as well asy&/«5 others 
Joved the church f And why is it not as 
great a mark oi difajfeBion now, to fay the 
queen is in danger^ as it was fome months 
ago to affirm the fame of the church f 

Suppofe 
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Suppofe it be a falfe opinion, that the 
queen's right is hereditary and iTtdefed- 
fibk ; yet how is it poffible that thofc who 
hold and beHeve fuch a dodrine can be in 
^^ pretender s intereft ? His title is weak- 
ened by every argument that : ftrengthens 
hers : it is as plain as the words of an a<fl 
of parliament can make it, That her pre- 
fent majefty is heir to the furvivor of the 
late king and queen her flfter : is not that 
an hereditary right f What need we ex- 
plain it any farther ? I have known an 
article of faith expounded in much loofer 
and more general terms, and that by an 
author whofe opinions are very much fol- 
lowed by a certain party. Suppofe we go 
further, and examine the word indefeafihlii 
with which fome writers of late have made 
themfelves fo merry : I confefs, it is hard 
to conceive how any law, which the 
fupreme power makes, may not by the 
fame power be repealed ; fo that I fhall 
not determine, whether the queen's right 
be indefeafible or no. But this I will main- 
tain ; that whoever affirms it fo, is not 
guilty of a crime ; for in that fettlement 
of the crown alter the Revolution, where 

her 
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herprefent majefty is^ named in remainder, 
there are (as near as I can remember) thefe 
remarkable words, to which we bind our- 
fehes and our pojierity for ever. Lawyers 
may explain this, or call them words of 
form as they pleafe; and reafoners may 
argue, that fuch an obligation is againfl 
the very nature of government ; but a 
plai^ reader, ^ho takes the words in their 
natural meaning, may be excufed in think- 
ing a right fo confirmed is indefeafible ; 
and if there be an abfurdity in fuch aii 
opinion, he is not to anfwer for it. 

P, 8, When this paper was going to 
the prefs, the printer brought me 
two more Obfervatorsy wholly taken 
up in my Examiner upon lying, 
which I was at the pains to read ; 
and they are juft fuch an Anfwer, as 
the two others I have mentioned. 
This is all I have to (ay on that 
matter. 
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NUMBER XVI. 

Thurfday, November 23, 1710. 

^i funt boni cives f ^d belli^ qui domt 
de patrid bene merentes^ nifi qui patriae 
henejicia meminerunt f 

WILL employ this prefent paper upon 
a fubjedl, which of late hath very much 
sffedled me, which I have confidered with 
a good deal of application, and made fe- 
vcral enquiries about among thole perfons, 
who, I thought, were beft able to inform 
inc; and if I deliver my fentiraents with 
ibme freedom, I hope it will be forgiven, 
while I accompanyit with that tendernefs, 
which fo nice a point requires, 

1 faixl in a former paper /iV//w^^r 13) 
that one fpecious objedion to the late re- 
movals at court was the fear of giving 
vmeafinefs to a general, who hath been 
long fuccefsful abroad ; and accordingly, 
the common clamour of tongues and pens 
for fonic months paft hath run againft 
the bafcnefs, the inconftancy, and ingra- 
titude of the whole kingdom to the duke 
of Marlborough^ in return of the raoft 

eminent 
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eminent fervices that ever were performed 
by a fubjed: to his country ; not to be 
equalled in hiftory : and then, to be fure, 
fome bitter ftroke of detradion againft 
Mexander and Gxfar^ who never did us 
the leaft injury. Befides, the people who 
read Plutarch come upon us with paral- 
lels drawn from the Greeks and Romans^ 
who ungratefully dealt with I know not 
how many of their moft deferving gene- 
rals; while the profounder politicians have 
feen pamphlets, where lacitus and Ma^ 
cbiavel have been quoted to (hew the 
danger of too refplendent a merit. If a 
flranger (hould hear thefe furious out- cries 
of ingratitude againft our general, v/ithout 
knowing the particulars, he would be apt 
to enquire, where was his tomb, or whe- 
ther he were allowed chriftian burial ? 
not doubting but we had put him to fome 
ignominious death. Or, hath he been 
tried for his life, and very narrowly ef- 
caped ; hath he been accufed of high 
crimes and mifdemeanors ; hath the prince 
feized on his eftate, and left him to ftarve ; 
hath he been hooted at, as he paiTed the 
ftreets, by an ungrateful rabble ; have 
D 2 neither 
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neither honours, offices, nor grants been 
conferred on him or his family ; have 
not he and they been barbaroufly ftript of 
them all ; have not he and his forces 
been ill paid abroad ; and doth not the 
prince, by a fcanty limited commiflion, 
hinder him from purfuing his own me- 
thods in the condud: of the war ; hath 
he no power at all of difpofing of com- 
miflions as he pleafeth ; is he not feverely 
ufed by the miniftry or parliament, who 
yearly call him to a ftri<a account ; hath 
the fenate ever thanked him for good fuc- 
cefs, and have they not always publicly 
fenfured him for the leaft mifcarriage ? — 
Will the accufers of the nation join iffiic 
upon any of tifefe particulars, or tell us 
in what point our damnable fin of ingra- 
titude lies? — Why, it is plain and clear; 
' for while he is commanding' abroad, the 
queen difTolves her parliament, and chan- 
ges her miniftry at home ; in which urn- 
verfal calamity no lefs than two ferfom 
allied by marriage to the general have loft 
their places. Whence came this wonder- 
ful fympathy between the civil and mili- 
tary powers? Will the troops io Flanders 

refufe 
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refu(e to fight; unlefs they can have their 
ffuon lord keeper, their own lord preiident 
of the council, their own chief governor of 
Irelandy and their own parliament ? In a 
kingdom where the people are free, how 
came they to be fo fond of having their 
counfels under the influence of their army, 
or thoie that lead it ? who, in all well- 
inflituted flates, had no commerce with 
the civil power, farther than to receive 
their orders, and obey them without re- 
ierve. 

When a general is not fo popular, either 
in his army or at home, as one might ex- 
ped from a long courfe of fucccfs ; it may 
perhaps be afcribed to his wifdoniy or per- 
haps to his complexion. . The poflefllon 
of (bmc one quality ^ or a defed: in fome 
otbeTy will extremely damp the people's 
favour, as well as the love of the foldiers. 
Beddes, this is not an age to produce fa~ 
vourites of the people, while we live under 
a queen, who engrofleth all our love and 
all our veneration; and where the only 
way for a great general or miniller to 
acquire any degree of fubordinate afFedion 
from the publick mufl be by all marks 

D 3 of 
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of the moft entire fubmijfton andrefpeSi to 
her facred perfonand commands; other? 
wife no pretence of great fervices, either 
in the field or the cabinet, will be able to 
Ikreen them from univerfal hatred. 

JBut the late miniftry was clofely joined 
to the general by friendftiip, intereft, al- 
liance, inclination, and opinion ; which 
cannot be affirmed of the prefent.: and 
the ingratitude of the nation lieth in the 
people's yo/wV/g" as one man to wifli, that 
fuch a miniftry fhould be changed. Is it 
not at the fame time notorious to the whole 
kingdom^ that nothing but a tender re- 
gard to the general wag able to preferve 
that miniftry fo long, until neither God 
nor man could fuffer their continuance ? 
Yet, in the higheft ferment of things, 
we heard few or no reflexions upon this 
great commander ; but all feemed unani- 
mous in wifhing, he might ftill be at the 
head of the confederate forces ; only at the 
fame time, in cafe he were refolved to 
refign, they chofe rather to turn their 
thoughts fomewhere elfe than throw up 
all in defpair. And this I cannot but add, 
in defence of the people with regard to 

the 
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the perfon we are fpeaking of; that in the 
high llation he hath been for many years 
paft, his real defeSfs (as nothing human is 
without them) have in a detrading age 
been very fparingly pientioned either in 
libels or converfation, and all hh fuccejfes 
very freely and univerfally applauded. 

There is an adive and a paflive ingra- 
titude: applying both to this occafion, 
we may fay, the firft is, when a prince or 
people returns good fervices with cruelty 
or ill ufage ; the other is, when good fervices 
are not at all, or very meanly rewarded. 
We have already fpoken of the former ; let 
us therefore in the fecond place examine, 
how the fervices of our general have been 
rewarded ; and whether upon that article 
either prince or people have been guilty 
of ingratitude? 

• Thofe are the moft valuable rewards, 
which are given to us from the certain 
knowledge of the donor, that they fit cur 
temper beji : I (hall therefore fiiy nothing 
of the title of duke^ or the garter^ which 
the queen beftovved upon the general in 
the beginning of her reign ; but I (hall 
•come to mare fubfiantlal mjlanccs^ and 

P ^ mention 
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mention nothing, which hath not been 
given in the face of the world. The lands 
of Woodjlock may, I believe, be reckotied 
worth 40,000/, on the building o^ Blen- 
heim caftle 200,000/. have been already 
expended, although it be not yet near 
finifhed; the grant of 5000/. per annum 
on the poft office is richly worth 1 00,000/. 
his principality in Germany may be com- 
puted at 30,000/. pidures, jewels, and 
other gifts from foreign princes, 60,000/. 
the grant at the Pall-mall^ the rangerftiip, 
etc. for want of more certain knowledge, 
may be called io,coo/. his own and his 
duchefs's employments at five years value, 
reckoning only the known and avowed 
falaries, are very low rated at 100,000/. 
Here is a good deal above half a million 
of money ; and, I dare fay, thole who 
are loudcft with the clamour of ingra- 
titude will readily own, that all this is 
but a trifle, in comparifon of what is 
untold. 

The reafon of my ftating this account 

is only to convince the world, that we are 

not quite fo ungrateful either as the Greeks 

or the Romans \ and in ordei- to adjuft the 

6 matter 
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matter with all fairnefs, I fhall confine 
myfelf to the latter, who were much the 
more generous of the two. A vidlorious 
general of Rome^ in the height of that 
eniipire, having entirely fubdued bis enemies^ 
was rewarded with the larger triumph, and 
perhaps a ftatue in the Forum^ a bull for a 
facrifice, an embroidered garment to ap- 
pear in, a crown of laurel, a monumental 
trophy with infcriptions ; fometimes five 
hundred or a thoufand copper coins were 
Anick on occafion of the vidory, which, 
doing honour to the general, we will place 
to his account ; and laftly, fometimes, al- 
though not very frequently, a triumphal 
arch. Thefe are all the rewards, that I can 
call to mind, which a viftorious general 
received after his return from the moft 
glorious expedition ; having conquered 
fome grieat kingdom, brought the king 
himfelf, his family, and nobles, to adorn 
the triumph in chains ; and made the 
kingdom either a Roman province, or at 
beft a poor depending ftate in humble 
alliance to that empire. Now, of all thefe 
rewards I find but two, which were of real 
profit to the general; the laurel crawn^ 

made 
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made and fent him at the charge of the 
pviblick, and th&embroid^ed garment', but 
I cannot find, whether this laft was paid 
for by the fenate or the general : however 
we will take the more favourable opinion; 
and in all the reft admit the whole ex- 
pence, as if it were ready money in the 
general's pocket. Now, according to thefe 
computations on both fides, we will draw 
up two fair accounts ; the one of Roman 
gratitude, and the other of Britijh in- 
gratitude, and fet them together in ba- 
lance. 



Ahill 
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This is an account of the viiible profitt 
on both fides ; and if the Roman general 
had any private perquifites^ they may be 
eafily difcounted, and by more probable 
computations ; and differ yet more upoa 
the balance, if we confider, that all the 
gold and filver for fafeguards and contri- 
' buttons^ alfo all valuable prizes taken in the 
war, were openly expofed in the triumph, 
and then lodged in the capitol for the 
publick fervice. 

So that, upon the whole, we are not 
yet quite fo bad at worjl^ as the Romans 
were at bejl. And I doubt thofe, who raife 
this hideous cry of ingratitude, may be. 
mightily miftaken in the con(equence 
they propofe from fuch complaints. I re- 
member a faying of Sefieca^ Multos ingra" 
tos invefiimuSy flures facimus^ wtfindTt^zxij 
ungrateful perfons in the world, but we 
tnake more, by fetting too high a rate 
upon our pretenfions, and undervaluing 
the rewards we receive. When unreafon- 
able bills are brought in, they ought to be 
taxed, or cut off in the middle. Where 
there have been long accounts between two 
perfons, I have known one of them per- 
petually 
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ally making large demands, and pref- 

for payments ; who, when the ac- 
its were caft up on both fides, was 
id to be debtor for fome hundreds. I 
thinking, if a proclamiation were iflued 

for every man to fend in his 6ill of 
tSj and the lowed price he fet them, at, 
t a pretty fum it would amount to, 

how many fuch iflands as this mtift 
bid to pay them. I form my judgment 
a the practice of thofe, who fometimes 
pen to pay themfehes^ and, I dare af- 
I, would not be fo unjuft to take a 
hing more than they think is due to 
r deferts. I will inftance only in one 
:le 2 a * lady of my acquaintance 
ropriated twenty-fix pounds a year 

of her allowance for certain ufcs, 
ch her woman + received, and was to 



luppofed to be her late 
ly queen Anne, 
The matter was this : At 
JpEEN's acceflion to the 
rnment, fhe ufed to la- 
to me, that, the crown 
{impoverKhed by former 
:s, (be wanted the power 
iredecefTors had enjoyed 
ward faithful fervants; 
he defired me to take out 



of the privy purfe aooo/. a 
year, in order to purchafe for 
my advantage. — As her Ma- 
JESTY was fo good to provide 
for my children, and as the 
offices I enjoyed by her favour 
brought me in more than I 
wanted — I conftantly declin- 
ed it, till the time — fhe was 
pleafed to difmifs me from her 
fervicc. Then indeed — Ifent^ 

pay 
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pay to the lady or her otder, as it was 
called for. But after eight years it ap- 
peared, upon the ftrideft calculation, that 
the woman had paid but four pounds a 
year, and funk two and twenty for her 
own pocket. It is but fuppofing, inftead 
of twenty-fix pounds, twenty-fix thou* 
fand; and by that you may judge, what 
the pretenfions oi modern merit are, where 
it happens to be its own paymafter. 



the queen one of her own 
letters, in which fhehad prefr 
fed me to take the 2000/. a 
year; and I wrote at the fame 
time to afk her majefty, whe- 
ther (he would allow me to 
charge in the privy purfe ac- 
counts, which I was to fend 



her, that yearly fumyr^m tht 
time of the offer ^ amounting to 
18,000/. Her Majefty was 
pleafed to anfwer, I might 
charge it. This therefore I 
did. Account of the conduSi of 
the dowager duchcfs of Marl* 
borough, p. 294, 295. 



NUM- 
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NUMBER XVII. 

Thurfday, November 30, J710. 

^as res luxuries injlagitiisy avaritia in 
rapinisj fuperhia in contumeliis efficere 
potuiffet\ eas omnesfefey hoc um praetor e 
per triennium, pertulijfe aiebant, 

WH EN I firft undertook this paper, 
I was tefblved to concern myfelf 
only with tbingSy and not with perfons^ 
Whether I have kept or broken this re- 
iblution, I cannot recoHed; and I will 
not be at the pains to examine, but leave 
the matter to thofc little antagonifts, who 
may want a topick for criticifm. Thus 
much I have difcovered, that it is in writ- 
ing as in building ; where, after ^11 our 
fchemes and calculations, we are mightily 
deceived in our accounts, and often forced 
to make ufe of any materials we can find, 
that the work may be kept a going. Be- 
fides, to fpeak my opinion, the things I 
have occafion to mention are fo clofely 
linked to perfons, that nothing but time 
(the father of oblivion) can feparate them. 

Let 
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Let me put a parallel cafe : fuppofe I 
fhould complain, that laft week my coach 
was within an inch of overturning in a 
fmooth even way, and drawn by very 
gentle horfes; to be fure, all my friends 
would immediately lay the fault upon fobfty 
becaufe they knew he th^vi prejided \n my 
coach-box. Again, fuppofe I ihould dif- 
coverfomeuneafinefstofind myfelf, I knew 
not how, over head and ears in debt, al- 
though I were fure my tenants paid their 
rents very well, and that I never fpent half 
my income; they would certainly advile 
me to turn off Mr. Oldfox * my receiver^ 
and take another. If, as a justice of peace, 
1 fhould tell a friend, that my warrants 
and mittimus s were never drawn up as I 
would have them ; that I had the mif- 
fortune to fend an honeft man to gaol and 
difmifs a knave ; he would bid me no 
longer truft Charles and Harry +, my two 
clerks, whom he knew to be ignorant, 
wilful, affuming, and ill-inclined fellows. 
If I fhould add, that my tenants made 
me very uneafy with their fquabbles and 

* L. Goiolphin, f E. of Sunderland^ and Htmj 

Boyle f El'q i w«re at this tiate fecretarics of ftate. 

broils 
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broils among themfelves ; he would coun- 
fel me to caihier TFill Bigamy *, the fern- 
fchd of my manor. And laftly, if my 
neighbour and I happened to have a mif- 
underflanding about the delivery of a fnef- 
fage^ what could I do lefs than ftrip and 
difcard the blundering or- malicious rafcal, 
who carried it ? 

It is the fame thing in the conduA of 
public affairs, where they have been ma- 
naged with raflinefs or wilfulnefs, corrup- 
tion, ignorance, or injuftice. Barely to 
relate the fad:s, at leaft while they are frefh 
in memory^ will as much reflecSt upon the 
perfofis concerned, as if we had told their 
names at length. 

I have therefore fince thought of an- 
other expedient, frequently pradlifed with 
great fafety and fuccefs by fatirical wri- 
ters; which is that of looking into hi- 
ftory for fonie charad:er bearing a refem- 
blance to the perfbn we would defcribe; 
and w^ith the abfolute power of altering, 
adding, or fuppreffing what circuraftances 
we pleafe, I conceive we muft have very 

* L. .Chancellor Cotuptr, 

■ Vol. VIII. E bad 
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bad luck, or very little fkill, to fail. How- 
ever, fome days ago in a coflFee-houfc 
looking into one of the politic weekly 
papers, I found the writer had fallen into 
this fcheme ; and I happened to light on 
that part, where he wasdefcribing a perfon, 
who from fmall beginnings grew (as I re- 
member) to be conftable of France^ and^ 
. had a very haughty imperious, wife. I took 
the author for a friend to onx faSiion (for 
fo, with great propriety of fpeech, they 
call the queen and miniftry, almoft the 
whole clergy, and nine parts in ten of the 
kingdom) ; and I faid to a gentleman near 
me, that although I knew well enough 
what perfons the author meant, yet there 
were feveral particulars in the hujband's 
character, which I could not reconcile; 
for that of the lady^ it was juft and ade- 
quate enough, But it feems I miftookthe 
whole matter, and applied all I had read 
to a couple of perfons, who were not at 
tl:at time in the writer's thoughts. 

Now, to avoid fuch a misfortune as this, 
I have been for fome time confultingZ/Z'ij;' 
and Tacitus^ to find out the chara<Ser of 
a Primeps fenatm^ a Praetor urhanuSy a 

^aeftor 
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^luaejlor Hefarius, a Caefari atf epijiolisy 
and a Proconful: but among the word of 
them I cannot difcover one, from whom 
to draw a parallel without doing injury 
to a Roman memory : fo that I am com- 
pelled to have recourfe to Tuilj, But, this 
author relating fads only as an orator, I 
thougrht it would be beft to obferve his 
method, and make an extraft from fix 
harangues of his againft Verres^ only ftill 
preferving the form of an oration. I re- 
member a younger brother of mine, who 
deceafed about two months ago, prefent- 
cd the world with a fpeech of Alcibiades 
againft an Athenian brewer. Now I am 
told for certain, that in thofe days there 
was no ale in Athens \ therefore that fpeech^ 
or at leaft a great part of it, muft needs be 
fpurious. The difference between my bro- 
ther and me is this j he makes Alcibiades 
fay a great deal more than he really did, 
and I make Cicero fay a great deal lefs. 
This Verres * had been the Roman gover- 
nor of Sicily for three years j and, on his 
return from his government, the Sicilians 

♦ ^arl of IVhartorty lord lieutenant of Ireknd. 

E 2 entreated 
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en,treated Cicero to impeach him in the 
fenate ; which he accordingly did in fe- 
veral orations, from whence I have faith- 
fully tranflated and abftradted that which 
follows ; 

" My Lords, 
*^ A pernicious opinion hath for fomc 
" time prevailed, not only at Rome^ but 
*' among our neighbouring nations, that 
^^ a man who hath money enough, al- 
'^ though he be ever fo guilty, cannot be 
*' condemned in this place. But, however 
*^ induftrioufly this opinion be Ipread to 
^' caft an odium on the fenate, we have 
^' brought before your lordfhips Caius 
cc yerresy z perfon for his life and adions 
^' already condemned by all men : but, as 
^^ he hopes and gives out, by the influence 
" of his wealth to be here abfolved ; " in 
" condemning this man, you have an op- 
^^ portunity of belying that general fcan- 
^' dal, of redeeming the credit loji by for^ 
" mer jtidgments^ and recovering the love 
** of the Roman people, as well as of our 
*' neighbours. I have brought here a man 
" before you, my lords, who is a robber 
3 "of 
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** of the public treafure, an overturner 
** of law and juftice, and the difgrace as 
*' well as deftrudion of the Sicilian pro- 
*' vince ; of whom if you ftiall deter- 
** mine with equity and due feverity, your 
*' authority will remain entire, and upon 
** fuch an eftabliOimcnt as it ought to be : 
** but if his great riches will be able to 
*' force their way through that religious 
** reverence and truth, which become fo 
** awful an aflembly; I (hall however 
** obtain thus much, that the defed: will 
*' be laid where it ought ; and that it (hall 
*' notbeobjeded, that the criminal was not 
produced, or that there wanted an ora- 
tor to accufe him. This man, my lords, 
** hath' publicly faid, that; thofe ought 
*' to be afraid of accufations, who have 
" only robbed enough for their own fup- 
'* port and maintenance ; but that he hath 

** plundered fu(Hcient to bribe numbers ; 
** and that nothing is fo high or fo holy, 
** which money cannot corrupt. Take 
" that fupport from him, and he can have 

'■ " no other left: for what eloquence will 
** be able to defend a man, whofe life hath 
** been tainted with fo many fcandalous 

E 3 « vices, 
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*^ vices, and who hath been fo long con- 
^^ demned by the univerfal opinion of the 
*^ world ? To pafs over the foul flains and 
f^ ignominy of his youth, his corrupt ma- 
" nagement in all employments he hath 
" borne, his treachery and irreligion, his in- 
*^ jufticeandoppreflion ; he hath left of late 
?' fuch monumentsof his villainies in i5/a7>/, 
'^ made fuch havock and confufion there, 
" during his government, that the pro- 
*^ vince cannot by any means be reftored to 
" its former ftate, and hardly recover itfelf 
" at all under many years, and by a long 
" fucccflion of good governors. While 
" this man governed in that ifland, the 
*^ Sicilians had neither the benefit of our 
^^ laws nor their own, nor even of com- 
^' mon right. In Sicily no man now pof- 
^^ feflcs more than what the governor's 
*' luft and avarice have overlooked, or 
f^ what he was forced to negled out of 
*^ mere wearinefs and fatiety of oppref- 
" fion. Every thing, where he prefided, 
" was determined by his arbitrary will; 
^^ and the beft fubjedls he treated as ene- 
" mies. To recount his abominable de- 
\^ baucheries would ofFend any modeft 

^'ear, 
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** ear, fince fo many could not prefer ve 
** their daughters and wives from his luft. 
** I believe there is no man, who ever heard 
" his name, that cannot relate his enor- 
** mities. We bring before you in judg- 
*' ment, my lords, a public robber, an 
** adulterer, a defiler oi' altars *, an 
** enemy of religion and of all that is fa- 
cred. In Sicily he fold all employments 
of judicature, magiftracy, and truft, 
" places in the council, and the priejlhood 
** itfelf, to the higheft bidder; and hath 
** plundered that ifland of forty millions 
" of fefterces. And here I cannot but ob- 
" ferve to your lordfhips, in what rnan- 
** ner Verres pafled the day : the morning 
** was fpent in taking bribes and felling 
** employments J thercftofitindrunken- 
" nefs and luft. His difcourfe at table was 
** fcandaloufly unbecoming the dignity of 
'* his ftation ; noife, brutality, and ob- 
" fcenenefs. One particular I cannot omit; 
** that, in the high charadter of governor 
'* of Sicily, upon a folemn day, a day fet 

* The ftory of the lord to a pulpit, and defiled it in 
Wbarten is true} who, with the moit filihy manner, 
fome other wretches, went in« 

E 4, " apart 
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* apart for public prayer for the lafety 

* of the commonwealth, he ftole at evcii- 
' ing in a chair to a married woman of 

* infamous charader, againfl: all decency 

* and prudence, as well as againit all laws 

* both human and divine. Didft thou 

* think, O Ferres I the government of 
' Sicily was given thee with fo large £( 
' commiflion, only, by the power of that, 
' to break all the bars of law, modefty, 

* and duty ; to fuppofe all mens fortunes 

* thine, and leave no houfe free from thy 

* rapine and luft ?" etc* 



This extra<^, to deal ingenuoufly, hath 
coil me more pains than I think it is 
worth ; having only ferved to convince 
me, that modern corruptions are not to be 
paralleled by ancient examples, without 
having recourfe to poetry or fable. For 
inftance, I never read in ftory of a law 
enabled to take away the force of all laws 
whatfoever; by which a man may fafely 
commit upon the laft of June^ what he 
would infallibly be hanged for if he com- 
piitted it on the firft oijuly-y by which the 
greatcft criminals may efca-pe^ provided 

they 
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they continue long enough in power to 
gintiquate their crimes, and by ftifling 
them a while can deceive the legiflature 
into an amnejly^ of which the enadors do 
not at . that time forefee the confequence. 
A cautious merchant will be apt to fufpeft, 
when he finds a man who has the repute 
of a cunning dealer, and with whom he 
' hath old accounts, urging for a general 
releafe. When I reflefl on this proceed- 
ing, I am not furprifed that thofe, who 
contrived a parliamentary ^;?^^ for their 
crimesy are now afraid or a new revolu- 
tion fponge for their money : and if it were 
pofllble to contrive a Jpongey that could 
only affed: thofe , who had need of the 
other, perhaps it would not be ill em- 



i' 
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NUMBER XVIII. 
Thurfday, December 9, 1710. 

^ippe ubifas verjum atque nefas ; tot 

beila per orbem ; 
Tarn multae fcelerutn fades — 

I AM often violently tempted to let the 
world freely know, who the author of 
this paper is ; to tell them my name and 
titles at length ; which would prevent a- 
bundance of inconfiftent criticifms I daily 
hear upon it. Thofe who are enemies to 
the notions and opinions I would advance, 
are fometimes apt to quarrel with the 
Examiner as defedivc in point of wit, and 
fometimes of truth. At other times they 
arc fo generous and candid to allow, it is 
written by a club, and that very great 
hands hdiWQ fingers in it. As for thofe who 
only appear its adverfaries in print, they 
give me but very little pain. The paper I 
hold, lies at my mercy, and I can govern 
it as I pleafe ; therefore, when I begin to 
find the wit too bright, the leailiing too 
deep, and the latire too keen for me to 

deal 
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deal with (a very frequent cafe, no doubt, 
where a man is conftantly attacked by 
fuch ftirewd adverfaries), I peaceably fold it 
up, or fling it afide, and read no more. 
It would be happy for me to have the 
lame power over people's tongues, and 
not be forced to hear my own work railed 
at, and commended, fifty times a day ; af- 
feding all the while a countenance wholly 
unconcerned, and joining, out of policy 
or good manners, with the judgment of 
both parties : this, I confefs, is too great 
ahardfhipfor fobafliful and unexperienced 
a writer. 

But, alas, I lie under another difcou- 
ragement of much more weight. I was 
very unfortunate in the choice of my par- 
ty, when I fet up to be a writer. Where 
is the merit, or what opportunity to dif- 
cover our wit, our courage, or our learn'- 
ing, in drawing our pens for the defence 
of a caufe, which the Queen and both 
houfes of parliament, and nine parts in ten 
of the kingdom, have fo unanimoufly 
embraced ? I am cruelly afraid, we politic 
authors muft begin to lefTen our expcnces, 
and lie for the future at the mercy of 

our 
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our printers. . All hopes are now gone of 
writing ourfelvcs into places or penfions. 
A certain ftarveling author, who worked 
under the late adminiftration, told me 
with a heavy heart about a month ago, 
that he, and fome others of his brethren, 
had fecretly offered their fervice, dog- 
cheap, to the prefent miniflry, but were 
all refufed ; and are now maintained by 
contribution, like yacobites or fanatkh, 
I have been of late employed, out of per- 
fed commiferation, in doing them good 
offices : for whereas forrie were of opinion, 
that thefe hungry zealots fhould not be 
fuffered any longer in their malapert way 
to fnarl at the prefent courfe of public 
proceedings; and whereas others propofed, 
that they fhould be limited to a certain 
number, and permitted to write for their 
inafiers^ in the fame manner as counfel are 
afligned for other criminals, that is, to 
fay all they can in defence of their client, 
but notrefled upon the court ; I humbly 
gave my advice, that they fhould be fuf- 
fered to write on, as they ufed to do ; 
which I did purely out of regard to their 
perfons; for I hoped it would keep them 

. ^ out 
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out of harms- way, and prevent them from 
falling into evil courfes ; which, though 
of little confequence to the publick, would 
certainly be fatal to themfehes. If I have 
room at the bottom of this paper, I will 
tranfcribe a petition to the prefent mini- 
ftry, fent me by one of thefe authors in 
behalf of himfelf and fourfcore others of 
his brethren. 

For my own part, notwithftanding the 
little encouragement to be hoped for at 
-this time from the men in power, I fhall 
continue my paper, till either the world 
or myfelf grow weary of it: the latter is 
eafily determined; and for the former, I 
{hall not leave it to the partiality of either 
party, but to the infallible judgment of 
my printer. One principal end I defigned 
by it, was to undeceive thofe well-mean- 
ing people, who, have been drawn una- 
wares into a wrong fenfe of things, either 
by the common prejudices of education 
and company, the great perfonal qualities 
of fome party leaders, or the foul mifrc- 
prefentations that were conftantly made of 
all, who durft differ from them in the 
fmalleft article. I have known fuch men 

ftruck 
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ftruck with the thoughts of fome late 
changes, which, as they pretend to think, 
were made without any. reafon vifible to 
the wotld. In anfwer to this, it is not 
fufficient to alledge, what no body doubts, 
that a good and wife prince may be al- 
lowed to change his minifters without 
giving a reafon to his fubjeds; becaufe it 
is probable, that he will not make fuch a 
change without very important reafbns 5 
and a good fubje^l ought to fuppofe, that 
in fuch a cafe there are fuch reafons, al- 
though he be not apprifedof them ; other- 
wife he muft inwardly tax his prince of 
capricioufnefsj inconftancy, or ill defign. 
Such reafons indeed may not be obviotis 
to perfons prejudiced, or at a great diftance, 
or (hort thinkers; and therefore, if they be 
no fecrets of ftate, nor any ill confequences 
to be apprehended from their publication, 
it is .no uncommendable work in any pri- 
vate hand to lay them open for the fatif- 
fadion of all men. And, if what I have 
already faid, or fliall hereafter fay, of this 
kind, be thought to refle6t upon perfom^ 
although none have been named, I know 
not how it can pbffibly be avoided. The 

qucea 
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queen in her fpeech mentions with great 
concern^ that " the navy and other offices 
*' are burthened with heavy. debts ; and 
*' defires, that the like may be prevented 
•' for the time to come." And, if it be 
now poflible to prevent the continuance of 
an evil, that hath been fo long growing 
upon us, and is arrived tofuch a height; 
furely thofe corruptions and mifmanage- 
ments muft have been great, which firft 
introduced them, before our taxes were 
eaten up by annuities. 

If I were able to rip up, and difcover 
in all their colours, only about eight or 
nine thoufand of the moft fcandalous ab- 
ufes, that have been committed in all parts 
of public management for twenty years 
paft by a certain fett of men and their 
inftruments, I {hould reckon it fome fer- 
vice to my country and pofterity. But, to 
fay the truth, I (hould be glad the authors 
names were conveyed to future times a- 
long with their adions. For although the 
prefei)t age may underftand well enough 
the little hints we give, the parallels we 
draw, and the charadlers we defcribe ; yet 
all this will be loft to the next. However, 
/ ' ' if 
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if thefe papers, reduced into a more durable 
form^ {hould happen to live till our 
grand-children be men, I hope they may 
have curiofity enough to confult annals 
and compare dates, in order to find out 
what names were then intruded with the 
condud of affairs, in the confequences 
whereof themfelves will fo deeply fliare ; 
like a heavy debt in a private family, which 
often lies an incumbrance upon an eftate 
for three generations. 

But, leaving the care of informing po- 
fterity to better pens, I fhall, with due re- 
gard to truth, difcretion, and the fafety of 
my perfon from the men of the new-fan- 
gled moderation^ continue to take all proper 
opportunities of letting thd mifled part of 
the people fee, how grofsly they have been 
abufed, and in what particulars. I fhall 
alfo endeavour to convince them, that the 
prefent courie we are in is the moft pro- 
bable means, with the blefling of God, 
to extricate ourfelves out of all our dif- 
ficulties. 

Among thofe who are pleafed to write 
or talk againft this paper, I have obferved 
a ftrange manner of reafoning, which I 

ihould 
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(hould be glad to hear them explain them- 
felves upon. They make no ceremony of 
exclaiming upon all occaiions againd a 
change of miniftry in (o critical and dan- 
gerous a conjunfture. What fhall we, who 
heartily ^approve and join in thofe pro- 
ceedings, fay in defence of them ? We 
own the jtinifture of affairs to be as they 
defcribe : we are puflied for an ahfvver ; 
iand are fdrced at laft freely to confefs, 
that the corruptions and abuies in every 
branch of the adminiftration were fo nu- 
merous and intolerable, that all things 
muft have ehded in ruin without fome 
(peedy reformation. This I have already 
aflerted in a former paper ; and the replies 
I have read, or heard, have been in plain 
terms to affirm the direct contrary ; and 
not only to defend and celebrate the late 
perfons and proceedings, but to threaten 
me with law and vengeance for cafking 
reflexions on fo many great and honour- 
able men, whofe l>irthy ^irtue^ andabiihiesy 
wbofe morals and religion^ whofe love of their 
country y and its conjlitution in church and 
ftatCy were fo univerfally allowed ; and all 
this fet off with odious comparifons, re- 
VoL. VUI. F fleaing 
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flcding on the prefcnt choice : is not this 
in plain and dircdt terms to tell all the 
world, that the queen hath, in a moft 
dangerous crifis, turned out a whole fett 
of the beft miniftcrs that ever ferved a 
prince, without any manner of reafon but 
her royal plcafure, and brought in others 
of a charadler diredtly contrary ? And how 
fo vile an opinion as this can confifl: with 
the leall: prercnce to loyalty or good man- 
lursj let the world determine. 

I confcfs myfclf fo little a refiner in 
poHticks^as not to be able to difcover what 
Other motive, befides obedience to the 
Que FN, a fcnfe of public danger, and a 
true love of their country, joined with 
invincible courage, could fpirit up thofe 
great men, who have now under her ma- 
jefty's authority undertaken the diredlion 
of affairs. What can they exped, but the 
utmoft efforts of malice, from a fett of 
enraged dcme.^ic adverfaries perpetually 
watching over their condudl, crolling all 
their defigns, and ufing every art to foment 
divilions among them, in order to join 
with the weakeft, upon any rupture ? 
The difficulties they muft encounter are 

nine 



N-iS, THE EXAMINER. 67 
nine times more and greater than ever ; 
and the profpedls of intereft, after the 
reapings 2LV\d gleanings of fo many years, 
nine times lefs. Every misfortune at home 
or abroad j although the neceflary confe- 
quence of former counfels, will be imputed 
to them ; and all the good fuccefs given to 
the merit of former fchemes. A fharper 
hath held your cards all the evening, play- 
ed booty^ and loft your money ; and, wjien 
things are almoft defperate, you employ 
an honeft gentleman to retrieve your 
loffes. 

I would afk, whether the Queen's 
fpeech doth not contain her intentions in 
every particular relating to the publick, 
that a good fubjeft, a Briton, and a Pro- 
tefiant can poflibly have at heart ? *^ To 
*^ carry on the war in all its parts, parti- 
^* cularly in Spain^ with the utmoft vi- 
^^ gour, in order to procure a fafe and 
*^ honourable peace for us and our allies ; 
** to find fome ways of paying the debts 
*^ of the navy ; to fupport and encouraire 
** the church of England*^ to prefer ve the 
** Britijh conftitution according to the 
" union ; to maintain the indulgence by 

F 2 ^Maw 
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*^ law allowed to fcrupulous confciences ; 
*^ and to employ none but fuch as are for 
*^ the Proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of 
" Hanover^ It is known enough, that 
fpeeches on thefe occafions are ever di- 
geftcd by the advicp of thofe, who are in 
the chief confidence ; and confequently, 
that thefe are the fentiments of her ma- 
jefty's minifters as well as her own ; and 
we fee, the two houfes have unanimoufly 
agreed with her in every article. When 
the leatt coiinterpaces are made to any 
of thefc rcfolutions, it will then be time 
enough for our malecontents to bawl out 
pGpery^ perf edition^ arbitrary power ^ aild the ^ 
pretender. In the mean while, it is a little 
hard to think, that this iflandcan hold but 
fix men of honefty and ability enough to 
ferve their prince and country j or that 
our faleiy fhould depend upon their credit, 
any more than it would upyon the breath 
in their noftrils. Why fhould not a ren)(h- 
lution in the miniftry be fometimes neceA 
fary, as well as a revolution in the crown ? 
It is to be prefumed, the former is at leaftaa 
lawful in itfelf, and perhaps the experiment 
not quite fo dangerous. The revolution of 
- ^ the 
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ibzjiin aboutthe earth was formerly thought 
t neceflary expedient to folve appearances, 
although it left many difficulties unan- 
fweredj until philosophers contrived a 
better, which is that of the earth's revch- 
lutton about the/«/;. This is found upon 
experience to fave much time and labour, 
to corrc<5t njany irregular motions, and is 
better fuited to the refpedl due froin 9 
plamt to ?L fixed Ji(ir, 

NUMBER XIX. 

Thurfday, December 14, 1710, 

^unt quihus inffitira videar nimisacer^ et 

ultra 
Zjegem tendere. opus : fine nerv'is altera 

quicquid 
Compo/ui pars effe put at — - 

WHEN the printer came laft week 
for his copy, he brought along with 
him a bundle of thofe papers, which, in the 
phrafeof Whig- coffee- houfes^ hiivc fwwged ' 
off the Examiner', moft of which I had 
never feen or heard of before. I remember 
fenje time ago, in one of the latlers^ to 

F 3 have 
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have read a letter, wherein feveral reafons 
are affigned for the prefent corruption and 
degeneracy of our tafte; but I think the 
writer hath omitted the principal one, 
which I take to be the prejudice of parties. 
Neither can T excufe either fide of this 
infirmity : I have heard the arranteft dri- 
vellers pro and c$?t commended for their 
fhrevvdnefs, even by men of tolerable judg- 
ment ; and the beft performances exploded 
as nonfenfe and ftupidity. This indeed 
may partly be imputed to policy and pru- 
dence; but it is chiefly owing to that 
blindnefs, which prejudice and paffion caft 
over the underftanding : \ mention t|iis 
becaufe I think it properly within my 
province in quality of Examiner. And, 
having granted more than is ufual for an 
enemy to do, I muft now take leave tq 
, fay, that fo weak a caufe^ and fo ruined a 
fa&wij were never provided with peps 
more refembling their condition,- or lefs 
fuited to their occafions. 



No7t tali atixilioy nee defmforihus iJJis^ 
lempus eget* — 



Thi, 
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This is the more to be wondered at, 
when we confider, they have the full 
liberty of the prefs ; that they have no 
other way left to recover them (elves ; and 
that they want not men of excellent parts • 
to fet their arguments in the beft light 
they will bear. Now, if two men would 
argue on both fides with fairnefs, good 
fcnfe, and good manners, it would be no 
ill entertainment to the town, and perhaps 
be the moft efFedlual means to reconcile us. 
But I am apt to think, that men of great 
genius are hardly brought to proflitute their 
pens in a very odious caufe ; which be- 
lides is more properly undertaken by noife 
and impudence, by grofs railing and fcur- 
rility, by calumny and lying, and by little 
trifling cavils and carpings in the wrong 
place, which thofe whijflers ufe for argu- 
ments and anfwers. 

I was well enough pleafed with a ftory 
of one of thef^ ^nfwerers, who in a papcjp 
laft week found many faults with a late 
calculation of mine. Being, it feems, more 
deeply learned than his fellows, he was 
refolved to begin his anfwer with a Latin 
Verfe as well a$ other, folks. His bufinefs 

f 4. was 



72 T H E E X A M I N E R, N» 19, 
was to look out for fomething againft the 
Examiner^ that would pretend to tax ac- 
counts; and turning over J^irgilh^haA 
the luck to find thefe words, 

—^fugiant examina taxos : 

So down they went, and out they would 
have come if one of his unlucky ^r^^'Sf^/eri 
had not hindered it. 

I here declare, once for alT, that if thefe 
people will not be quiet, I fhall take the 
bread out of their mouths, and ^nfwer the 
Examiner myfelf ; which I proteft I have 
never yet done, although I have been often 
charged with it; neither have thpfe an- 
fwers been written or publifbed with my 
privity, as malicious people are pleafed to 
give out ; nor do I believe the ccmmoq 
%SL'higgiJh report, that the authors are hired 
by tl^e miniftry to give my paper a value. 

But the friends of this paper hath give^ 
pne more uneafinefs with their impatience, 
than its enemies by their anfwers. I heard 
inyfelf cenfured laft week by fome of the 
former for prpniifjng to difcover the cor- 
ruptions of the late adm'iniftration, but 
never performing any thing. The latter^ 

PA 
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on the other fide, are thundering out their 
anathemas againft me for difcovering fo 
many. I am at alofs how to decide between 
thefe contraries, and (hall therefore to pro- 
cced after my own way, as I have hitherto 
done; my defign being of more import- 
ance, than that of writing only to gratify 
the fplepn of one fide, or provoke that of 
die other, although it piay occafionally 
have both efFeds. 

I {hall therefore go on to relate feme 
h6c&^ that in my humBle opinion were no 
hindrance to the change of the miniftry. 

The firft I (hall mention, was that of 
introducing certain new phrafes into the 
i:ourt ftyle, which had been very feldom, 
or never, made pfe of in former times. 
They ufually ran in the following terms : 
f* Madam, I cannot ferve you while fuch 
** a one is in employment. I defire, hum- 
" bly, to refign my commiffion, if Mr. 
M . continues fecretary of ftate. I 

** cannot anfwer that the city will lend 
^* money, unlefs my 1 — d — be prefident 
" ctf the council. I muft beg leave to fur- 
^* render, except — has the ftaff. I mud 
y\ ^ot accept the feals, unlefs — come^ 



«« 
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*' into the other office." This hath been 
the language of late years from fubjeds 
to their prince. Thus they ftood upon 
terms, an^ muft h^ve their own condi- 
tions to ruin the qation. Nay, th^s dutiful 
manner of capitulating had fpread {q far, 
that every linder-ftrapper began at lengdi 
to peyk up and aflume ; h& expeBed a re-r 
giment ; or his fen mufl be a tmjor ; or bis 
brother a colleBor\ elfe he threatened to 
vote according to his confeience. 

Another of their glorious attempts wa§ 
the claufe intended in the \xi\\for the en- 
couragement of learning, by taking off the 
obligation upon fellows of colleges in both 
uniyerfities tp enter upon holy orders : 
the defign of which, as I have heard the 
undertakers often confefs, was to renaov? 
the care of educating youth out of the 
hands of the clergy, who are apt to infufe 
into their pupils tqo great a regard for the 
church and the monarchy. But there was 
a farther fecret in this claufe, which niay 
beft be difcovered by the firft projedors, 
or at leaft the garblers of it ; and thefe are 
known to be Collins zndi Tindaly in conjun-? 
0ion with a mo^ pious lawyer ^ their difciple. 
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What fliall we fay to their prodigious 
{kill in arithmetick^ difcovered fo conftantly 
in thejr decifion of eledlions ; where they 
were able to make out by the rule offalfe^ 
that three were xxioitxS\2Xitbre^ and twenty ^ 
2Xidi fifteen than fifty ? Nay, it was a max- 
im, which I never heard any of them dif- 
pute, that in determining eledions they 
were not toconfider, where the right lay, 
but which of the candidates was likelier 
to be true to the caufe. This they ufed to 
illuftrate by a very apt and decent fimili- 
tude of gaming with a fharper ; if you 
cannot cheat as well as he, you are cer- 
tainly undone. 

Another caft of their politicks was that 
of endeavouring to impeach an innocent 
lady *, for no reafon imaginable, but her 
faithful and diligent fervice to the queen, 
^nd the favour her majefty bore to her 
upon that account, when others had aded 
contrary in fo fhameful a manner. What 
dfe was the crime? had fhe treated her 
royal tnifirefs with infolence or negleBf 
jfiad fhe enriched herf elf by a longpraSlic^ 

* The lady Mafliam, 

of 
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of bribery >, and obtaining exorbitant grantsf 
liad fhe engroffed her majefiys fcFoours^ 
wit bout admitting any accefi but through her 
means f had fhe heaped employments upon 
her/elf y her family y and dependants f Had 
fhe an imperious haughty behaviour f or, 
after all, was it a perfed, blunder, and 
miftake of one perfon for another f I have 
heard pf a man, who lay all night on ^ 
rough pavement, and in the morning won- 
■dering what it could poffibly be that made 
him reft fo ill^ happening to lee a feather 
vnder him, imputed the uneafinefs of hi$ 
lodging to that. I remember likewife the 
ilory of a giant in Rabelais^ who ufei to 
feed upon 'mnd-milh\ but was unfortunately 
choaked with a fmall lump oi frefhhtitta^ 
before a warm oven. 

And here I cannot but obferve, how very 
refined fome people are in their gencrofity 
^nd gratitude. There is a certain great 
perlbn (I fhall not fay of what fex) whq 
for many years pafl; was the conftant mark 
and butt, againfl which our prefent male> 
contents ufed to difcharge their refent- 
inent; upon whom they beftowed all the 
terms of fcurrilfty, that malice, envy, and 

in- 
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indignation could invent; whom they 
publicly accufed of every vice, that can 
pofl^s a human heart ; pride, covetouf- 
nefs, ingratitude, oppreHion, treachery, 
diillmulation, violence, and fury, all in 
the higheft extremes : but of late they 
have changed their language on a fudden ; 
that perfon is now the moft faithful and 
juft that ever fervcd a prince ; that perfon, 
originally differing from them in princi- 
ples as far as eafl from wefl ; but, united 
in pradice, and falling together, they are 
now reconciled, and find twenty refem- 
Uances between each other, which they 
could never difcover before* Tantiejiy ut 
fflaceam tibi perirel 

But to return ; How could it be longer 
fufFered in a free nation, that all avenues 
to preferment fhould be fhut up, except a 
very few ; when one or two flood conflant 
Jentryy who docked all favours they handed 
down, or fpread a huge invifible net be- 
tween the prince and fubjcd:, through 
which nothing of value could pafs ? And 
here 1 cannot but admire at one confe- 
quence from this management, which is 
of an extraordinary nature. Generally 

fpeaking. 
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fpcaking, princes, who have ill minifters^ 
are apt to fufFer in their reputation, as 
well as in the love of the people : but it 
was not fo with the queen. When the fun 
is overcaft by thofe clouds he exhales from 
the earth, we ftill acknowledge his light 
and influenccj and at laft find he can dif- 
pel, and drive them down to the horizon^ 
The wifeft prince, by the neceflity of af^ 
fairs, the mifreprefentations of defigning 
men, or the innocent miftakes even of a 
good predeceflbr, may find himfelf encom- 
pafled by a crew of courtiers, whom time, 
opportunity, and fuccefs, have miferably 
corrupted : and if he can fave himfelf and 
his people from ruin under the worj^ ad- 
miniftration, what may not his fubjedls 
hope for, when with their univerfal ap- 
plaufe he changeth hands, and maketh u(e 
of the ^^/f 

Another great objedion with meagainfl 
the late party was the cruel tyranny they 
put upon confcience by a barbarous inqui- 
fiiion, refufing to admit the leaft toleration 
or indulgence. They impofed an hundred 
iejts ; but could never be prevailed on to 
di/penfe with, or take off^ the fmalleft, or 

even 
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even to admit o{ occafional conformity ; but 
went on daily (as their apoftle Tmdal ex- 
prefleth^ it) «^rr^«^ their terms of com- 
munion^ pronouncing nine parts in ten of 
the kingdom hereticks, and lliutling them 
out of the pale of their church. Thefe 
very men, who talk fo much of a compre- 
henfion in religion among us, how came 
they to allow fo little of it in politicksy 
which is their fole religion f You {hall hear 
them pretending to bewail the animofities 
kept up between the church of England 
and diflenters, where the differences in 
opinion are fo few and inconfiderable; yet 
thcfe very fons of moderation were pleafed 
to excommunicate every man, who difagreed 
with them in the fmalleft article of their 
political creedy or who refufed to receive 
any new article, how difficult foever to 
digeft, which the leaders impofed at plea- 
fure to ferve their own interefl. 

I will quit this fubjed for the prefent, 
when I have told one ftory. " There was 
'* a great king in Scythia, whofe domi- 
*' nions were bounded on the north by 
** the poor mountainous territories of a 
petty lord, who paid homage, as the 

*' king's 
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" king's vaflal. The Scythian prime mim- 
*^ Jier, being latgely bribed^ indire<aly ob- 
*^ tdined his mafter's conlent to fufFer this 
lord to build forts, and provide himfelf 
with arttis, under pretence of prevent- 
ing the inroads of the Tartars. This 
" little depending fovereign, finding he 
*' was now in a condition to be trouble- 
*' fome, began to iniift upon terms, and 
" threatened upon every occafion to unite 
** with the 7^A-/tfrj.* upon which the ^r/«»rf 
** minifier^ who began to be in pain about 
** his beady propofed a match betwixt his 
** mailer and the only daughter of this 
** tributary lord, which he had the good 
'^ luck to bring to pafs ; and froni that 
'' time valued himfelf as author of a moft 
** glorious unim^ which indeed was grown 
*' of abfolute neceffity by his corruption." 
This paflage, cited literally from an old 
hiftory of Sarmatia^ I thought fit to fct 
down on purpofc to perplex little fmat- 
tering remarkers, and put them upon the 
hunt for an application. 



NUM- 



?J'20. THE EXAMINER. 8i 
NUMBER XX. 

Thurfday, ■ December 21, 1 7 1 o. . 
"—'fugnacemfcirentfapiente mtnoretm 

I A M very much at a lofs how to pro- 
ceed upon the fubjedt intended in this 
paper, which a new incident hath led me 
to engage in. The fubjed: I mean, is that 
':>tfoldiers and the army ; but, being a mat- 
ter Avholly out of my trade, I (hall handle 
it in as cautious a manner as I am able. 

It is certain, that the art of war hath 
fuffered great changes almoft in every 
age and country of the world ; however, 
there are fome maxims relating to it, that 
will be eternal truths, and which every 
reafonable man muft allow. 

In the early times of Greece and Romey 
the armies of thofe ftates were compofcd 
of their citizens, who took, no pay, becaufe 
the quarrel was their own ; and therefore 
the war was ufually decided in one cam- 
paign ; or, if it lafled longer, yet in wiffter 
the foldiers returned to their fevcral call- 
ings, and were not diftinguiihed from the 

Vol. VIII. G reft 
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reft of the people. The Gothic govern- 
ments in Europe^ although they were of 
militarv inftirution, yet obferved almoft 
the fame method. I fhall inftance only here 
in England: thofe who held lands//; capite 
of the king, were obliged to attend him 
in his wars with a certain number of 
men, who all held lands from them at 
eafv lents on that condition. Thefe fought 
without pay ; and, when the fervice was 
c)V<. r, returned again to their farms. It is 
recorded of William Rufus^ that, being 
abfent in Normandy^ and engaged in a 
Wiir with his brother, he ordered twenty 
thuufand men to be raifed, and lent over 
from hence to fupply his army ; but, ha- 
ving ft ruck up a peace before they were 
embaiked, he gave them leave todiiband, 
upo J crnJition they would pay him ten 
fiiillings a man, which amounted to a 
iiiighty fum in thofe days. 

Conftder a kingdom as a great family, 
whereof the prince is the father, and it 
will appear plainly, that mercenary troops 
are ou\y Jcrva72ts afmed either to awe the 
children at home, or elfe to defend from 
invaders the family, who are otherwife 

em- 
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employed, and chufe to contribute out of 
their ftock for paying their defenders, ra- 
ther than leave their affairs to be negledled 
in their abfence. The art of making fol- 
diery a trade, and keeping armies in pay^ 
feems in Europe to have had two originals : 
the firft was ufurpation ; ivhen popular men 
deftroyed the liberties of their country^ 
and feized the power into their own hands, 
which they were forced to maintain by 
hiring guards to bridle the people; Such 
were anciently the tyrants in moft of the 
fmall ftates of Greece ; and fueh were thofe 
in feveral parts of Italy about three or 
four centuries ago, as Machiavel informs 
us. The other original of mercenary armies 
feems to have rifen from larger kingdoms^ 
or commonwealths, which had fubdued 
provinces at a diftance, and were forced to 
maintain troops upon them to prevent 
infurredions from the natives. Of this fort 
were Macedon^ Carthage^ and Rome of old ) 
Venice and Holland at this day, as well as 
moft kingdoms in Europe. So that merce- 
nary forces in a free ftate, whether mo^ 
narchy or commonwealth^ feem only necef- 
lary either for preferving their conquefts 

G 2 (v^hich. 
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(which in fuch governments it is not pru- 
dent to extend too far), or elfe for main- 
taining war at a diftance. 

In this laft, which at prefent is our moft 
important cafe, there are certain maxims> 
that all wife governments have obferved. 

The firft I fliall mention is, that no 
private man {hould have a commiffion to 
be general for life^ let his merit and fervices 
be ever fo great ; or, if a prince be unad- 
vifedly brought to offer fuch a commifllon 
in one hand, let him (to fave time and 
blood) deliver up his crown with the other. 
The Romans^ in the heighth and perfection 
of their government, ufually fent out one 
of the new confuls to be general againft 
their moft formidable enemy, and recalled 
the old one; who often returned before 
the next eledion, and, according as he 
had merit, was fent to command in fbme 
other part ; which perhaps was continued 
to him for a fecond, and fometimes a third 
year. But if Paulus Aemilim^ or Scipio 
himfelf, had prefumed to move thcjenafe 
to continue their commiffion for life, they 
would certainly have fallen a facrifice to 
th - jealouiy of the people. Cafar indeed 

(betweea 
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(between whom and a certain general fbme 
of Jate, with much difcretion, have made 
a parallel) had his command in Gaul con- 
tinued to him for five years ; and was af- 
terwards made perpetual diSiator^ that is 
to fay, general for life \ which gave him 
the power and the will of utterly deftroy- 
ing the Roman liberty. But in his time the 
Romans were very much degenerated, and 
great corruptions had crept into their mo- 
rals and difcipline. However, we fee there 
ftill were fome remains of a noble (pirit 
among them ; for when Gafar fent to be 
chofen conful^ notwithftanding his abfence, 
they decreed he (hould come in perfon, 
^ve up his command, 2ind. petere more ??ta' 
jorum. 

It is not impoflible, but a general may 
defire fuch a commillion" out of inadver- 
tency^ at the injligation of his friends^ or 
perhaps of his enemies ; or merely for the 
benefit and honour of it, without intending 
any inch dreadful confequef7ces\ and in that 
cafe a wife prince, or ftate, may barely 
refufe it, without fhewing any marks of 
their difpleafure. But the requeft in its 
3wn nature is highly criminal, and ought 

G 3 to 
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to be entered fo upon record, to terrify 
others in time to come from venturing to 
make it. 

Another maxim to be obferved by a 
free ftate engaged in war is, to keep the 
military power in abfolute fubjedion to 
the civil, nor ever fufFer the former to in- 
fluence or interfere with the latter. A ge- 
neral and his army are fervantSj hired by 
the civil power to adl, as they are direded 
from thence, and with a commiflion large 
or limited, as theadminiftration (hall think 
flt ; for which they are largely paid in 
profit and honour. The whole fyftem, by 
which armies are governed, is quite alien 
from the peaceful inftitutions of ftates at 
home ; and if the rewards be fo inviting as 
to tempt Tifenator to take a poft in the 
army, whilft he is there on his duty, he 
ought to confider himfelf in no other ca- 
pacity. I know not any fort of men fo 
apt as foldicrs are to reprimand thofe who 
prefume to interfere in what relates to 
their trade. When they hear any of us, in 
a coffee- houfe, wondering that fuch a 
vidlory was not purfued ; complaining that 
fuch a town coil more men and money 

than 
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than it was worth to take it ; or that fuch 
an opportunity was loft of fighting the 
enemy ; they prefently reprove us, and 
often with juftice enough, for meddHng 
in matters out of our fphere ; and clearly 
convince us of ourmiftakes, by terms of 
art that none of us underftand. Nor do 
we efcape fo; for they refled with the 
utmoft contempt on our ignorance; that 
wc, who fit at home in eafe and fecu- 
rity, never ftirring from our fire-fides, 
{hould pretend, from books and general 
reafbn, to argue upon military affairs; 
which after all, if we may judge from the 
fhare of intelledtuals in fome who are faid 
to excel that way, is not fo very profound, 
or difficult a fcience. But, if there be any 
weight in what they offer, as perhaps there 
may be a great deal, furely thefe gentle- 
men have a much weaker pretence to con- 
cern themfelves in matters of the cabinet, 
which are always either far above or much 
befide their capacities. Soldiers may as 
well pretend to prefcribe rules for trade, 
to determine pcints in philofcphy, to be 
moderators in an affembly of divines, or 
dircA in a court of juftice, as to mifpiace 

G 4 thwir 
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their talent in examining affairs of ftatc, 
efpecially in what relates to the choice ef 
minijiers^ who are never fo likely to be ill 
chofen as when approved by them. ' It 
would be endkfs to {hew, how pernicious 
all fteps of this nature have been in many 
parts and ages of the world. I (hall only 
produce two at prefent; one in Rome^ the 
other in Er.gla7td. The firft is of Caefar : 
when he came to the city with his foldiers 
\o fettle the miniflry^ there was an end of 
their liberty for ever. The fecond was in 
the great rebellion againft king Charles 
the firft : the king and both houfes were 
agreed upoTl the terms of a peace ; but the 
officers of the army (as Ludlow relates it) 
fet a guard upon the houfe of commons, 
took a lift of the members, and kept all 
by force out of the houfe, except thofe 
who were for bringing the king to a trial. 
Some years after, when they ereded a 
military government, and ruled the ifland 
by major generals^ we received moft ad- 
mirable inftances of their fkill in politicks. 
To fay the truth, fuch formidable fticklers 
can have but two reafons for defiring to 
interfere in the adminiftration; the firft is 

that 
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that of Gejar and Cromwell^ of which God 
forbid I fhouldaccufe or fufpedt any body, 
fince the fecond is pernicious enough, and 
that is, to preferve thoje in power y who are 
for perpetuating a war, rather than fee 
others advanced, who, they are fur e, will ufe 
all proper means, to promote afafe and ho- 
nourahle peace. 

Thirdly, fince it is obferved of armies, 
that in the prefent age they are brought 
to fome degree of humanity, and a more 
regular demeanor to each other and to 
the world, than in former times, it is cer- 
tainly a good maxim to endeavour pre- 
ferving this temper among them ; with- 
out which they would foon degenerate 
mxo favages. To this er»d it would be 
prudent, among other things, to forbid 
that deteftable cuftom oi drinking to the 
damjtation or confujion of any perfon what- 
ibever. 

Such defperate ads, and the opinions 
infufed along with them into heads already 
inflamed by youth and wine, are enough 
to fcatter madnefs and fedition through a 
whole camp. So feldom upon their knees 
to pray, and fo often to curfe / this is not 

properly 
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properly atheifm, but a fort of anti-reli-- 
gion prefcribed by the devil, and which an 
athcift of common fenfe would fcorn as 
an abfurdity. I have heard it mentioned 
as a common prad'ce laft Autumn, fofne- 
Hxhere or other ^ to drink damnation and 
confufion (jnd this with circumftances 
very aggravating and horrid) to the neriS) 
minijiry^ and to thofe who had any hand 
in turning out the old ; that is to fay, to 
thofe perfons vi^hom her majefty has thought 
fit to employ in her greateft affairs, with 
fomething more than a glance againji the 
queen herjelf. And if it be true, that thefe 
crgics v/ere attended with certain doubtful 
words oi Jlanding by their general^ who 
without queftion abhorred them', let any 
man confider the confequenceof fuch dif- 
poiitions, if they fhould happen to fpread. 
I could only wifh, for the honour of the 
army, as well as of the queen and mini- 
ftry, that a remedy had been applied to 
the dlfeafe in the place and time where it 
grew. If men of fuch principles were able 
to propagate them in a camp, and were 
fure of a general for life^ who had any 
tincture of ambition, we might foon bid 

farewel 
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farewel to tninifters and parliaments, whe- 
ther new or old. 

I am only forry, fuch an accident hath 
happened towards the clofe of a war ; when 
it is chiefly the intereftof thofe gentlemen, 
who have pofts in the army, to behave 
themfelves in fuch a manner as might 
encourage the legiflature to make fome 
provifion for them, when there will be no 
further need of their fervice. They are to 
confider themfelves as perfons, by their edu - 
cation, unqualified for many other ftations 
of life. Their fortunes will not fuffer them 
to retain to a party after its fall, nor have 
they weight or abilities to help towards its 
refurreBton. Their future dependence is 
wholly upon the prince and parliament, 
to which they will never make their way 
hyfolemn execrations of the miniftry j a mi- 
niftry of the queen's own eledion, and 
fully anfwering the wifhes of her people. 
This unhappy ftep in fome of their brethren 
may pafs for an uncontrollable argument, 
that politicks are not their bufinefs, or 
their element. The fortune of war hath 
railed feveral perfons up to fwelling titles, 
and great commands over numbers of men, 
3 which 
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which they are too apt to transfer along 
with them into civil life, and appear in 
all companies, as if they were at the head 
of their regiments, with a fort of deport- 
ment that ought to have been dropt be- 
hind in that fliortpaflage to Harwich, It 
puts me in mind of a dialogue in Luciafty 
where Charon^ wafting one of their prede- 
ceflbrs over Styx^ ordered him to ftrip 
off his armour and fine cloaths, yet ftill 
thought him too heavy; ** 'B\jit/faid he^ 
*' put ofFlikewife that pride and prefump- 
*' tion, thofe high-fwelling words, and 
*' that vain-glory;'* becaufe they were of 
no ufe on the other fide the water. Thus, 
if all that array of military grandeur were 
confined to the proper fcene, it would be 
much more for the intcreft of the owners, 
and lefs offcnfive to their fellow fubjeds. 
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NUMBER XXI. 
Thurfday, December 28, 17 10. 

2Vam et majorum injlituta tueriy facris 
ceremoniifque retinendisy fapientis eft, 
— Ruituraque fetnper " 
Stat (mirum I) moles ^ — 

WHOEVER is a true lover of our 
conftitution, muft needs be pleafed 
to fee what fuccefsful endeavours are daily 
made to reftore it in every branch to its 
ancient form, from the languifliing con- 
dition it hath long lain in, and with fuch 
deadly iymptoms. 

I have already handled fome abufes 
during the late management ^ and (hall in 
convenient time go on with the reft. 
Hitherto I have confined myfelf to thofe 
of the ftate ; but, with the good leave of 
fome who think it a matter of fmall mo- 
ment, I (hall now take liberty to fay forae- 
thing of the church. 

For ieveral years paft there hath not, I 
think, in Europe^ been any fociety of men 
upon fo unhappy a foot as the clergy of 
England'^ nor more hardly treated by thofe 

very 
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very perfons, from whom they deferved 
much better quarter, and in whofe power 
they chiefly had put it to ufe them fo 
ill. I would not willingly mifreprefent 
fads ; but I think it generally allowed by 
enemies and friends, that the bold and 
brave defences made before the Revolution 
againft thofe many invafions of our rights 
proceeded principally from the clergy; 
who are likewife known to have rejedled 
all advances made them to clofe with the 
meafures at that time concerting; while 
the dijfentersy to gratify their ambition and 
revenge, fell into the bafefl compliances 
with the court, approved of all proceed- 
ings by their numerous and fulfome ad- 
dreflcs, and took employments and com- 
miflions by virtue of the difpenling power, 
againft the direft laws of the land. All 
this is fo true, that, if ever the pretender 
comes in, they will, next to thofe of his 
own religion, have the faired claim and 
pretentions to his favour from their merit 
and eminent fervices to his fuppofed fa-* 
ther, who without fuch encouragement 
would probably never have been mifled to 
go the lengths he did. It fhould likewife 

be 
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yt remembered, to the everlafting honour 
)f the London divines, that in thofe dan- 
yerous times they writ and publifhed the 
jeft colle<3ion of arguments againft/»o^^ry, 
:hat ever appeared in the world. At the 
Revolution, the body of the c/ergy joined 
heartily in the common caufe (except a 
few, whofe fuiFerings perhaps have atoned 
for their miftakes) ; like men who are con- 
tent to go about for avoiding a gulph or 
a precipice, but come into the old ftrait 
road again, as foon as they can. But an- 
other temper had now begun to prevail : 
for, as, in the reign of king Charles the 
Firft, fevcral well-meaning people were 
ready to join in reforming fome abufcs, 
while others, who had deeper defigns, 
were ftill calling out for a thorough refor- 
mationy which ended at laft in the ruin 
of the kingdom : fo, after the late king's 
coming to the throne, there was a reftlefs 
cry from men of the fame principles for a 
thorough revolution ; which, z^fme were 
carrying it on, muft have ended in the 
de(lru<%ion of the monarchy and church. 

What a violent humour hath run ever 
fince. againfl the clergy, and from what 

corner 
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corner fpread and fomented, is, I believe, 
manifeft to all men. It looked like a fet 
quarrel againft chrijlianity ; and, if we call 
to mind feveral of the leaders^ it muft in 
a great meafure have been adlually fo. 
Nothing was more common, in writing 
and converfation, than to hear that reve- 
rend body charged in grofs with what was 
utterly inconfiftent ; defpifed for their po- 
verty, hated for their riches ; reproached 
with avarice, and taxed with luxury ; ac- 
cufed for promoting arbitrary power, and 
for refifting the prerogative ; cenfured for 
their pride, and fcorned for their meannefs 
of fpirit. The reprefentatives of the lower 
clergy were railed at for difputing the 
power of the birtiops by the known ab- 
horrers of epifcopacy ; and abufed for do- 
ing nothing in the convocations by thofe 
very men, who helped to bind up their 
hands. The vice, the folly, the ignorance 
of every (ingle man, were laid upon the 
charader: their jurifdiftion, cenfures, and 
difcipline trampled underfoot ; yet mighty 
complaints againft their exceffive power : 
the men of wit employed to turn the 
priefthood itftlf into ridicule : in fhort, 

groaning 
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groaning every where under the weight of 
poverty, oppreflion, contenif)r, and -.i'Ao- 
quy. A fair return for the time and mo- 
ney fpent in their education to lit them 
for the fcrvice of the altar ; and a fair en- 
couragement for worthy men to come into 
the church ! However, it may be fome 
comfort for per Tons of that holy fiMidlion, 
that their divine founder, as well as his 
hat^bwgery met with the Hke reception i 
John ca7ne 7Uither eating or drinking^ and 
ihcy fay^ he hath a devil \ the Son of 7 nan 
came cathig and drinlwig^ and they Jay^ 
heboid a glut to?: and a \oinc hikhcr^ etc. 

In this deplorable ftate of the clergy^ 
nothing but the hand of providence, 
Working by its glorious inftrument the 
Queen, could have been able to turn the 
people's hearts fo furprihngly in their fa- 
vour. This princefs, deftined forthe fafety 
of Europe^ and a blciling to her fubjeds, 
began her reign with a noble benefadion 
to the church ; and it was hoped the nation 
.Would have followed fueh an example ; 
which nothing could have prevented, but 
the falfe politicks of a fett of men, who 
form their maxims upon thofe of every 
Vol. Vin; H totter- 
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tottering commonwealth, which is always 
ftruggling for life, fubfifting by expedi- 
ems, and often at the mercy of any 
powerful neighbour, Thefe men take it 
into their imagination, that trade can ne- 
ver flourifh, unlefs the country becomes 
a common receptacle for all nations, re- 
ligions, and languages; a fyftemonly pro- 
per for fmall popular ftates, but altogether 
unworthy and below the dignity of an 
imperial crown j which with us is bed 
upheld by a monarchy in poflefTion of its 
juft prerogative, a fcnate of nobles and ot 
commons, and a clergy eftablifhed in its 
due rights v/ith a fuitable maintenance 
by law. But thefe men come with the 
fpirit ofi ftjop-kcepet's to frame rules for the 
adminiftration of kingdoms ; or, as if they 
thought the whole art of government con- 
lifted in the importation of 7juWiegSy and 
the curing; oi hern7io;s. Such an ifland as 
ours can atford enough to fupport the ma* 
jefty of a crown, the honour of a nobility, 
and the dignity of a magiftracy: vi^e can 
encourage arts and fciences, maintain our 
bifliops and clergy, and fujfFer our gentry 
to live in a decent, hofpitable manner; 

yet 
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yet ftill there will remain hands fufncient 
tor trade and manufadtures, which do al- 
ways indeed dcferve the beft encourage- 
ment, but not to a degree offending every 
living foul into the izarehouje or the work- 
fiop. 

This pedantry of repubh'can politicks 
hath done infinite mifchief amonjr us. 
To this we owe thofe noble fchemes of 
treating Chriftianity as a fyftem o{ fpecu^ 
lathe opif2io72s^ which no .man fhotild be 
bound to believe ; of making the beingy 
and the worfliip of God, a creature oi^^ 
ftate ; in confequence of thefe, that the 
teachers of religion ought to hold their 
maintenance at pleafure, or live by the 
alms and charitable collcdlion of the peo- 
ple, and be equally encouraged of all 
opinions; that they fhould be/r^r/^^^ 
what to teach by thofe v/ho are to learn 
from them; and upon default have ^Jiaff 
and a pair ofJJjocs left at their door: with 
many other projeds of equal piety, wif- 
dom, and good nature. 

But, God be thanked, they and their 

fchemes are vanifhed, and their places [ball 

hiQ-x them no more. When I think of that 

H 2 inun- 
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inundation of atheifm, infidelity, profane- 
nefs, and liccntioufnefs, which was like to 
overwhelm us, from what mouths and 
hearts it hrft proceeded, and how the peo- 
ple joined with the Queen's endeavours 
to divert this flood, I cannot but refleci: 
on that remarkable paflage in the Re^e- 
lalioriSy where the fcrpeiit iL'ith seven headi 
cajl Gilt of his 7?iouth''j:ater after the v/oman 
like a floods that he 7night cauje her to he 
carried aivay of the food: hut the earth 
helped the woman, a7id the earth cpe?icd 
her 7notuh^ a7id fdcallo'uced up thefood^ ^ivhich 
the dragoji had cajl out of his 7nouth. For 
the Queen having changed her miniftry 
fuitableto her own wifdcm,and the wiflies 
of her fuhjedis, and having called a free 
parliament, and at the fan-^.e time fum- 
moned the convocation by her royal writ, 
as 171 all ti77ies had bee7i accujlofned ; and 
foon after their meeting fent a moft gra- 
cious letter to the archbifhop of Canter-- 
bury to be communicated to the bifhop, 
andclergy of his province ; taking notice of 
" the loofe and profane principles, vi'hich 
" had been openly fcattered and propa- 
" gated among her fubjeds : that the con- 
3 *^ fultations 
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*^ fultations of the clergy were particular- 
^ ly requifite to reprefs and prevent fuch 
*' daring attempts, for which her fubjeds 
^^ from all parts of the kingdom have 
*' fhevvn their juft abhorrence : yZ/v hopes 
" the endeavours of the clergy in this re- 
" fpe<9: will not be unfuccefsful ; and for 
*^ her part, is ready to give them all fit 
^^ encouragement to proceed in the dif- 
*^ patch of fuch bufincfs as properly be- 
" longs to them ; and to grant them powers 
*^ requifite to carry on fo good a work : 
in conclufion, *^ carneftly recommending 
^^ to them to avoid difputes ; and deter- 
" mining to do all that in her lies to com- 
" pofe and extinguifh them." 

It is to be hoped, that this lafl: part of 
her majefty's letter will be the firft (he 
will pleafe to execute; for, it fcems, this 
very letter created the firfl: difpute; the 
fact whereof is thus related : 1 he upper 
houfe having formed an addrefs to the 
QjjEEN, before they received her majefty's 
letter, fcnt both addrefs and letter toge- 
ther to the lower houfe, with a meflage 
excufing their not mentioning the letter in 
the addrefs, becaufe/y6/f was formed before 
H 3 ^ the 
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the other was received. The lower houfe 
returned them with a defire, that an ad- 
drefs fnight be formed with due regard 
and acknowlcdgrnents for the letter. After 
fome difficulties, the fan^eaddrefs was fent 
down again, with a claufe inlertcd, mak- 
ing fome fhort mention of the faid letter. 
This the lower houfe did not think fuf- 
ficient, apd fcnt it back again with the 
flme rcqueft : whereupon the archbilliop, 
after a fhort confultation withy^;/?^ of his 
brethren, immediately adjourned the con- 
vccation for a month ; and no addrefs at 
all was fent to the Queen. 

I underftand not ccclcfiaftical affairs well 
enoiJgh tocomment upon this matter; but 
it fecms to me, that all methods of doing 
ftrvice to the church and kingdom, by 
means ot a ccKx:Qcation^ may be at any time 
eluded, if there be no remedy againft fuch 
an incident. And, if this proceeding be 
;igrce::b!e to the inftitutipn, y^vW//^^/^- 
Jcmblks muft needs be iirangciy contrived, 
very diiicrent from any lay Jerfaie yet 
known in the world. Surely, from the 
iiature of fuch a /y72od^ it muffc be a very 
unhappy circumftance, when the majority 

of 
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of the bifliops draws one way, and that of 
the lower clergy another. The latter, I 
think, are not at this time fufpeded for 
any principles bordering upon thofe pro- 
feffed by enemies to epifcopacy ; and if 
they happen to differ from the greater part 
of the prefent Jett of bifhops, I doubt it 
will call fonie thiftgs to mind, that may 
turn the fcale of general favour on the in- 
ferior clergy's fide; who, with a profound 
duty to her majefty, are perfectly pleafed 
with the prefent ttn^n of affairs. Bcfides, 
curious people will be apt to enquire into 
the dates of fome promotions^ to call to mind 
what defigns were then upon the anvil ; 
and from thence make malicious dcduBions. 
Perhaps they will obferve the manner of 
voting on the bifliops bench, and compare 
it vvith what fliall pafs in the upper houfe 
of convocation. There is however one 
comfort ; that, under the prefent difpofi- 
tions of the kingdom, a diflike to the pro- 
ceedings of any of their lordfliips, even to 
the number of a majority^ will be purely 
perfonaly and not turned to the difadvan- 
tage of the order. And for my part, as I 
jiin a true lover of the church, I had rather 

H 4 find 
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find the inclinations of the people favour- 
able to cpifcopacy m general, than fee a 
majority of prelates cried up by thofe who 
are hioi^n enemies to the charader. Nor 
indeed hath any thing given me more 
offence for fcveral years paft, than to ob- 
fcrve, how foma of that bench have been 
carefled by certain perfons ; and others of 
them openly celebrated by the inflimous 
pensof atheifts, republicans, and fanaticks. 

7/;//j and 7nortality can only remedy 
thefe inconveniencics in the church, which 
are not to be cured, like thofe in theftate, 
by a change of piinijlry. If we may gucfs 
the temper of a» convocation from the 
choice of a />;W^a.V(?r, as it is ufual to do 
that of a houfe of commons by ihcfpeaker^ 
we may expcd great things from that 
reverend body, who have done themfelves 
much reputation by pitching upon a gen- 
tkfnan of fo much piety, wit, and learn- 
ing, for that office; and one, who is fo 
thoroughly verfed in thofe parts of know- 
ledge, which arc proper for it. I am forry, 
that the three Latin fpeechcs delivered 
upon prefenting the prolocutor were not 
made public j they might perhaps have 

given 
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given us fome light into the difpofition of 
each houfe : and befides, one of them is 
faid to Be fb peculiar in the ftyle. and 
matter, as might have made up in enter- 
tainment what it wanted in inJiruSiion. 

N U M B E R XXII. 
Thurfday, January 4, 17 11. 

Nullae funt occultiores injidiae, quoin eae^ 
quae latent in fimulatione officii^ aut in 
aliquo necejfttudinis nomine. 

He jolhwing anjwer is written in the true 

Jlykf and with the ufual candour^ of 

fuch pieces ; which I have imitated to 

the hejl of my Jkill^ and doubt not but 

the reader will he extremely fatisfied 

with it, 

7he EXAMINER crofs-examined ; cr, 
Afullanfwer to the lafi EXAMINER. 

IF I durft be fo bold with this author, I 
would gladly afk him a familiar quefti- 
.on ; Pray^fir^ who made you an examiner f 
He talks in one of his infipid papers of 

eight 



io6 THE EXAMINER. N-22. 
eight or nine thoufand corruptions ^ while nst 
were at the head of affairs; yet in all this 
time he hath hardly produced fifty : 

Farturiunt montes^ etc. Hor. 

But I fhall confine myfelf at prefent to 
his lafi: paper. He tells us, the queen began 
her reign with a noble benefa^icn to the 
church. ' YitXQ^ priejicraft with a witnefs I 
This is the conftant language of your 
high-fliers^ to call thofe who are hired to 
teach the religion of the magiflrate^ by the 
name of the church. But this is not all ; 
for in the very next line he fays, // ^w 
hoped the nation would have followed this 
example. You fee thtfaElion begins already 
to fpcak cut : this is an open demand for 
the abbey- lands ; this furious zealot would 
hojj^ws^pric/l-ridden again, like our popiili 
anceflors ; but it is to be hoped the go- 
vernment will take timely care to fupprcfs 
fuch audacious attempts; clfe we have 
fpcnt fo much blood and treafure to very 
little purpofe in maintaining religion and 
the Revolution. But what can we expect 
from a man, who at one blow endeavours 
to ruin our trade? A country^ {-lys he, may 

fourijh 
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Jlourijh (thefe are his own words) "jsithout 
being the common receptacle for ail nations^ 
religions^ and languages. . What ! we muft 
immediately banifli, or murder the Pala- 
tines ; forbid al 1 foreign merchants not only 
the Exchange^ but the kingdom; perfecute 
the diflenters with fire and faggot ; and 
pake it high-treafon to fpeak any other 
tongue \i\i\.Englip. In another place he 
talks o£ zferfent w'lihfeven heads^ which 
is a manifeft corruption of the text ; for 
jhe worAsifeven heads, are not mentioned 
in that yerfe. However, we know what 
ferpent he would mean ; a ferpent with 
fourteen legs; or indeed no ferpent at all, 
but feven great men, who were the heft 
miniflerSi the trueji proteflants, and the 
jnoft difnterejled patriots, that ever ferved 
a prince. But pothing is fo inconliftent as 
this writer. I know not whether to call 
him a whig or a tory, a proteftant or a 
papifjl-; he finds fault with convocations ; 
fays, they are affemblies flrangely contrived ; 
and yet lays the fault upon us, that we 
hound their hands : 1 wilh we could have 
bound their tongues too. But, as faft as 
their hands were bound, they could make 

afhift 
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a (hift to hold their pens^ and have their 
(hare in the guilt of ruining the hopefullell 
party and miniftry that ever prefcribed to 
a crown. This captious gentleman is angry 
xojee a majority of prelates cried up by thofe^ 
who arc C7temies to the charaEier : now I 
always thought, that the conceflions of 
enemies were more to a man's advantage 
than the praife of his friends. Time afid 
mortality y he fays, can only remedy thefe 
i7ico7rvenienciesintke church: that is, in 
other words, when certain bilhops are 
dead, wc fiiall have others of our own 
ftamp* Not fo faft : you arc not yet fo 
fure of your game. We have already got 
out comfort ai?le Icfs in Spain ^ although by 
a general of our own: for joy of which 
our ju?2to had a merry meeting at the houfe 
of their great profelyte, on the very day 
wc received the happy news. One or two 
more fuch blcws would perhaps fet us 
right agrfin ; and then wc can employ 
mortality as well as others. He concludes 
with willung, that three letters ^fpoken ^ichcn 
the prolocutor was prefe?Jied^ were made 
public. I fuppofc he would be content 
with G?ic ; and that is more than wc fhall 

humour 
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fiourijh (thefe are his own words) li^ithuut- 
being the common receptacle for all nations ^ 
religions^ a?jd languages. What! wemuft 
immediately banifli, or murder the Pala- 
tines ; forbid al I foreign merchants not only 
the Exchange^ but the kingdom ; perfecute 
the difl'enters with fire and faggot ; and 
jnake it high-treafon to fpeak any other 
tongue hux. Englijh. In another place he 
talks oi zferpent wixhfeven heads ^ which 
is a manifeft corruption of the text ; far 
!the wovAsifeven heads ^ are not mentioned 
in that yerfe. However, we know what 
ferpent he would mean ; a ferpent with 
fourteen legs \ ox mdctdi no ferpent at all, 
but feven great men, who were the beft 
miniflerSi the trueji protejlants, and the 
pioft difinterefled patriots^ that ever ferved 
a prince. But pothing is fo inconliftent as 
this writer. I know not whether to call 
him a whig or a tory, a proteftant or a 
papift-; he finds fault with convocations ; 
fays, they are affetnblies flrangely contrived'^ 
and yet lays the fault upon us, that we 
hound their bands : 1 wilh we could have 
bound their tongues too. But, as fail as 
their hands were bound, they could make 

afhift 
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were its patrons by their power and au- 
thority, as well as ornaments a£ it by their 
exemplary lives. 

Firfiy St. Paul tells us, there mufl be he- 
refies in the churchy that the truth may be 
mamfeft\ and therefore, by due cdurfe of 
reafoning, the more herefies there are, the 
more manifeft will the the truth be made. 
This being maturely confidered by thefe 
lovers of the church, they endeavoured to 
propagate as many hcrefies as they could, 
that the light of truth might fhine the 
clearer. 

Secondly^ To {hew their zeal for the 
church's defence, they took the care of it 
intirely out of the hands of God almighty 
(becaufe that was a foreign jur if diBion) and 
made it their own creature^ depending al- 
together upon them ; and iflued out their 
orders to Itndaly and others, to give pub- 
lic notice of it. 

Thirdly^ Becaule charity is the mofi: ce- 
lebrated of all Chriftian virtues, therefore 
they extended theirs beyond all bounds ; 
and, inftead of fhuttingthe church againft 
dijfentersy were ready to open it to all comers^ 
and break down its walls rather than that 

any 
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any {hould want room to enter. The 
ftrength of a ftate, we know, confiftethin 
the number of people, how different fo- 
ever in their callings ; and why fliould not 
the flrength of a church confift in the 
fame, how difFerent foever in their creeds? 
For that reafon, they charitably attempted 
to abolifli the tejl^ which tied up fo many 
hands from getting employments, in order 
to proted: the church. 

I know very well, that this attempt is 
objeiSed to us as a crime by fcveral ma- 
lignant tories ; and denied as a flander by 
many unthinking people among ourfelves. 
The latter are apt, in their defence, toafk 
fuch queftions as thefe ; TV as your tejl re- 
pealed? hadive nrjt a ^najGrity? might we 
7J0t have done it^ if we pleafed? To which 
the others anfwer, Tou did what jou could: 
\ou prepared the wav^ hut jou found a fatal 
impediment from that quarter whe^tce the 
fanElion of the law mufl come ; a72d therefore^ 
tofaveyour credit ^ you CQ7idemned a paper to 
. be burnt ^ which yourfehes had brought in. 
But alas! the mifcarriage of that noble 
projeft for the fafety of the church had 
another original ; the knowledge whereof 

depends 
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depends upon a piece of fecret hiftory, 
which I fliall now lay open. 

Thefe church-protecStors had diredled a 
pre/by terian preacher to draw up a bill for 
repealing the teji. It was accordingly done 
with great art ; and, in the preamble, fe- 
veralexprefllons of civility to the ejlablijhed 
church \ and, when it came to the qualifi- 
cations of all thofe who were to enter on 
any office, the compiler had taken fpecial 
care to make them large enough for all 
chrijlians whatfoever, by tranfcribing the 
very words (only formed into an oath) 
which quakers are obliged to profefs by a 
former ad: of parliament; as I fhall here 
fet them down : /, A. B. profefs faith in 
God the Father^ and in Jefus Chrift his 
eternal Son, the true God \ and in the Holy 
Spirit, one God, bleffed for evermore \ and 
do acknowledge the holyjcriptures of the Old 
and New Teflament to he given by divine 
infpiratioft. This bill was carried to the 
chief leaders, for their approbation, with 
thefe terrible words turned into an oath- 
What fliould they do? Thofe few among 
them, who fancied they believed in God, 
were fure they did not believe in Chrifi, 

or 
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or the Holyfpirity or one fy liable of the! 
Bible ; and they were as fure that every 
body knew their opinion in thofe matters, 
which indeed they had been always too 
fincere to difguife 5 how therefore could 
they take fucn an oath as that, without 
ruinitig their reputation with Tikdal^ To-^ 
landy Cffwdrdy Collins^ Clendon^ and all the! 
tribe oi free-thinkers y and fo give afcandal 
to lixak Uftbelievers f Upon this nice point 
of honour and confcienee the matter was 
nufhed, the projed for repealing the teji 
let fall, and tht fdcrament left as the fmaller 
evil oi the two. 

Fourthly^ Thefe pillars of the church, 
becaufe the harveft was great and the la- 
bourers few^ and becaufe they would eafe 
the btfhops from the grievous trouble of 
laying on hands ^ were willing to allow that 
jJowcf to all men whatfoever, to prevent 
that terrible confequence of unchurching' 
thofe,. who thought a hand from under a 
chak as efiediual as from lawnjleeves. And 
indeed' what could more contribute. to the 
advancement of true religion, than a bill 
of general naturalization for priejihood^ 

Vol. VIII. I Fifthly, 
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Fifthly^ In order to fix religion in the 
minds of men, becaufe truth never appears 
fo fair as when confronted with falfliood, 
they directed books to be pubHflied, that 
denied the being of a God, the divinity of 
the Second and 7hird Perfon^ the truth of 
all revelation, and the immortality of the 
foul. To this we owe that great fenfe of 
religion, that refpedl and kindnefs to the 
clergy, and that true love of virtue, (o 
manifeft of late years among the youth of 
our nation. Nor could any thing be more 
difcreet, than to leave the merits of each 
caufe to fuchwife, impartial judges; who 
might otherwife fall under the llavery of 
believing by education and prejudice. 

Sixthly^ Becaufe nothing fo much di- 
ftrads the thoughts, as too great a variety 
of fubjedls, therefore they had kindly pre- 
pared a bill to prefcribe the clergy what 
fubjcds they fhould preach upon, and in 
what manner, that they might be at no 
lofs ; and this no doubt was a proper work 
for fuch hands, fo thoroughly verfed in 
the theory and pradice of all chriftian 
duties. 

Seventhly^ 
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Seventhlyy To (ave trouble and expence 
to the clergy, they contrived that convo- 
cations (hould meet as feldom as poflible ; 
and, when they were fuffered to aflemble, 
would never allow them to meddle with 
any bilfinefs ; becaule, they f aid .^ the office 
df a clergyman was enough to take up the 
'^bole man. For the fame reafon they were 
very defiroUs to excufe the bifliops from 
iltcing in parliament, that they might be 
£tt metre leifure to ftay at home and look 
after the inferior clfergy. 

I (hall mention at prefent but one more 
ihftance of their pious zeal for the church. 
They had fomewhere heard the maxim, that 
Sanguis martyrumejifemen ecclefiae\ there- 
fore, in order tofcAv this feed^ they began 
with impeaching a clergyman : and that it 
fhight be a true martyrdom in every cir- 
cumftance, they proceeded as much as 
poillble againft common law ; which the 
hng-rabepart of the managers knew, was 
in an hundred ioftances dirediy contrary 
to all their pofitions, and were fufficientlv 
'uaarned of it before-hand ; but their love of 
the church prevailed. Neither was this im- 
peachment an affair taken up on a fudden ; 

I 2 for 
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for a certain great perfon (whofe c;h^r^^cf 
hath been lately. publifhecl by fomeftupi^, 
and lying wnter)> who very mucbdiilio- 
guilhed himfdf by his zeal in forwairdipg 
this ifftpeachment y had fevera] years aeo. 
endeavoured to perfuadc the late king, to 
give way to juft fuch another atten\pt,. 
He told bis majefty, there was a certain 
clergynan, who peached very, dangerojus 
fermons, aiid that the only way t^ put a 
ftop to fueh infolence was to iiiipeacb 
him in parliament. The king enquired 
the chara^er of the rpan v OJir,idAd my 
k)rd, the tnojl violent y hot^ pofittvefelltm in 
England yfo extremely wilful, thatlbelievehe 
tvould be heartily glad to be a martjr. The 
kinganfwered, Isitfof then 1 am refolvedto 
difappoifjt him ; and would never hear more 
of the matter; by which that, hopeful 
proje<fl unhappily mifcarried, 

I have hitherto confined myfelf tothpfe 
endeavours for the good of the, church j 
which were common to all the leaders 
and principal men of our party j but, if 
my paptr ivere not drawing towards a» 
end, I could produce feveral inftances of 
particular perfons, who by their exemplary 
6 livea 
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ivtss and adions have confirmed the cha- 
ader fo juftly due to the whole body. I 
faall at prefent mention only two, and il- 
ffftrate the merit df each by a matter of 

That worthy patriot and irue lover of 
he church, whom a late Examiners fup- 
Kjfed to rcflcft on under the name of 
"^erres^ felt a pious impulfe to be a bene- 
ador to the cathedral oiGlouceJier\ but 
low to do it in the moft decent generous 
nanner, was the queflion. At lad he 
hought of an expedient : one morning, or 
light, he ftole into the church, mounted 
ipon the altar, and there did that, which 
n cleanly phrafe is called difburthening of 
lature. He was difcovered, profecuted, 
iid condemned to pay a thoufand pounds ; 
vhich fum was all employed to fupport 
be churchy as no doubt the benefaSlor 
neant it. 

There is another perfon, whom the fame 
vriter is thought to point at under the 
Xixci'toi Will Bigamy. This gentleman, 
linowing that marriage-fees were a con- 
(iderable perquifite to the clergy, found 
out a way of improving them cent, per cerit, 

I 3 for 
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for the good of the church. His invention 
was to marry a fccond wife, while the firft 
was alive, convincing her of the lawfulnefs 
by fnch arguments as he did not doubt 
would make others follow the fame ex- 
ample, 'i'hefe he had drawn up in writ- 
ing, with intention to publifli for the 
ge:icyal good\ and it is' hoped, he ipay nov) 
have Icifure to finifli them. 

NUMBER XXIII. 
Thurfday, January 11, 171 1. 

- Bclliun ha fufcipiatur^ 74t nihil aliud niji 
pax qiiaefita videatur. 

AM fatisficd, that no reafonable niai) 
of either party can juflly be offended 
at any thing I faid in one of rny. papers 
I elating to the army. Frofn the maxims 
I there laid down perhaps many perfons 
mny conclude, that I had a mind, the 
world fhould think there had been occa- 
lion given by fome late abufes among men 
of that calling; and they conclude right : 
for my intention is, that my hints may be 
underftcod, and my quotations and alle- 
gories 
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gories applied : and I am in fome pain to 
think, that in the Orcades on one fide, 
and the ^wejlern coafts of Ireland on the 
other, the Examiner may want ?l hey in 
feveral parts, which I wifh I could furnifli 
them with. As to the French king, I am 
under no concern at all : I hear he hath 
left off reading my papers, and by what 
he hath found in them, diflikes our pro- 
ceedings more than ever ; and intends, 
either to make great additions to his ar- 
mies, or propoie new terms for a peace. 
So falfe is that which is commonly re- 
ported of his mighty fatisfadion in our 
change of miniftry. And I think it clear, 
that his late letter of thanks to the tories 
o^ Great Britain muft either have been 
extorted from him, againft his judgment; 
or was a cad of politicks, to fet the people 
againft the prefent miniftry; wherein it 
hath wonderfully fucceeded. 

But, though I have never heard, or 
never regarded, anyobjedions made againft 
that paper, which mentions the army ; 
yet I intended this as a fort of apology \ 
' for it. And firft I declare (becau fe we live 
in a miftaken world) that in hinting at 

I 4 fome 
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fome proceedings, wherein a kw perfons 
are faid to be concerned, I did not intend 
to charge them upon the body of the ar- 
my. 1 have too much detefted that bar- 
barous injuilice among the writers of a late 
party to be ever guilty of it myfelf ; I 
mean, the accufing focieties for the crimes 
of a few. On the other fide, I mull take 
leave to believe, that armies are no more 
exempt from corruptions than other num- 
bers oi^ men. The maxims propofed were 
occalionally introduced by the report of 
certain fa6ls, which I am bound to believe 
are true, becaufe I am fure, confidering 
what hath pafled, it would be a crime to 
think other wife. All pofts in the army, 
iali employments at court, and many others 
iare, or Gught to be^ given and refumed at 
the mcrp pleafure of the prince; yet, when 
I fee a great officer broke, a change made 
in the court, or the miniftry, and this und^r 
the moft jull and gracious princefs that 
ever reigned, I muft naturally cpnclude, 
it is done upon- prudent confiderations, 
and for fome great demerit in the fufterers. 
Pur then, is not the punifhment fufficient? 
Is if generpus, or charitable, to trample 
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on the unfortunate, and expofe their faults 
to the world in the ftrdnged colours? 
And would it not fuit better with magna- 
nimity, as well as common good nature, to 
leave them at quiet to their own thoughts 
and repentance ? Yes, without queftion ; 
provided it could be fo contrived, that 
their very names, as well as adions, might 
be forgotten for ever : fuch an ad of ob- 
livion would be for the honour of the 
natjon, and beget a better opinion of us 
with poftcrity ; and then I might have 
fpared the world andmyfelf the trouble of 
examining. But at prefent there is a cruel 
dilemma in the cafe ; the friends and abet- 
tors of the late miniftry are every day pub- 
liHiing their praifes to the world, and caft- 
iog reflexions upon the prefent perfons in 
power. This is fo bare-faced an afperfion 
upon the Queen, that I know not how 
any good fubjed can with patience en- 
dure it, although he were ever fo indif- 
ferent with regard to the opinions in dif- 
pute. Shall they, who have loft all power 
and love of the people, be allowed to fcat- 
ter their poifon ? and fhall not thofe, who 
(^rcajleaft gf the ftrongeft fide, be fuffered 

to 
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to bring an antidote ? And liow can we 
undeceive the deluded remainder, but by 
letting them fee, that thefe difcarded ftatef- 
men werejuftly laid afide; and producing 
as many inftances to prove it as we can? 
not from any perfonal hatred to them, 
but in juftification to the beft of queens. 
The many fcurrilities I have heard and 
read againft this poor paper of mine, are 
in fuch a drain, that, confidering the pre- 
fcnt Itate of affairs, they look like a jell. 
They ufually run after the following man- 
ner ; " What ! Shall this infolent writer 
*^ prefume to cenfure the late miniftry, 
^^ the ableft, the moft faithful, and truell 
*^ lovers of their country and its conftitu- 
" tion, that ever ferved a prince ? Shall 
*' he refledl on the beft houfe of commons 
" that ever fat within thofe walls ? Hath 
^' not the queen changed both for a mini- 
" ftry and parliament oi Jacobites and high- 
^^ fliers^ who are felling us to France^ and 
*' bringing over the pretender f" This is 
the very fum and force of all their rea- 
fonings, and this is their method of com- 
plaining againft the Examiner. In them it 
is humble and loyal to refle(fl upon the 

Queen, 
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Queen, and the miniftry and parliament 
flie hath chofjen with the uhiverfal applaufe 
of her people ; in us it is infolent to de- 
fend her majefty and her choice, or to 
^nfwer their objedions by {hewing the 
reafons \yhy thofe changes were neceflary. 

The fame ftyle hath been ufed in the 
late cafe concerning fome gentlemen in 
the army. Such a clamour was raifed by a 
fett of men, who had the boldnefs to tax 
the adminiftration with cruelty and in- 
juftice, that I thought it neceflary to in- 
terfere a little, by fhcwing the ill confe- 
quences that might arife from fome pro- 
ceedings, although without application to 
particular perfons. And what do they of- 
fer in anfwer ? Nothing but a few poor 
commoq places againft calumny and /«- 
formers ; which might have been full as 
juft and feafonable in a plot againft the 
facred pcrfon of the Queen. 

But by the way, why are thefc idle 
people fo iridifcreet to name thofe two 
Vixrdsy which afford occafion of laying 
ppen to the world fuch an infamous fcene 
0^ Jubornation and perjury ^ as well as 
^alumny and informing^ as, I believe, is 

without 
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without example ; when a whole cabal^x.- 
tempted an oBiony wherein a coftdemned 
criminal* refufed to join with them for 
the reward of his life ? Not that 1 difap- 
prove their fagacity, who could foretel fo 
long before by what band they fhould 
one day fall, and therefore thought any 
means juftifiablc, by which they might 
prevent it. 

But, waving this at prefent, it mult be 
owned in juftice to the army, that thofe 
violences did not proceed fo far among 
them as fome have believed ; nor ought 
the madnefs 0^2. few to be laid at their 
doors. For the reft, I am (b far from de- 
nying the due praifes to thofe brave troops, 
who did their part in procuring fb many 
victories for the allies ; that I could wifli 
every officer and private Ibldier had their 
full (hare of honour in proportion to their 
deferts ; being thus far of the Athenians 
mind, who, when it was propofed that the 
ftatue of Miltiades fhould be fet up alone 
in fome public place of the city, faid, 
they would agree to it, whenever he con- 
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quered, alom^ hut not before. Neither do 
i. at. all blame the officers of the arm/' 
fpr preferring in their hearts the late mi- 
niilry. before the prefent; or, if wifhing 
alone could be. of any ufe, for wifhing 
thek contiauance, becaufe then they 
might be fccure.of the war's continuance 
too.: whereas, fince affairs have been put 
into other hands, they may perhaps lie 
under- fome apprehenfions of a peace ; 
which, no army, efpecially in the courfe 
of fyccefs, was ever inclined to ; and which 
all wife.Aates have in fuch a juncture 
chiefly endeavoured. This is a point, 
wherein the civil and military politicks 
have. always difagreed : and for that rea- 
fon laffij-med it neceflary, in all free go- 
vernments, that the latter (hould be ab(b- 
lutely in fubjedion to the former ; other- 
wife one of thefc two inconveniencies muft 
arifev cither to be perpetually in war, or 
tQjuro the cml inftitution into a mili-' 
taryi 

I am ready to allow all that hath been 
laid: of • the rvalour and experience of our 
troops, who have fully contributed their 
ppt,tQ.the great fuccdles abroad; nor is 

it 
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it their fault that thofe important vidlories 
had no better con{equences at home, 
though it may be their advantage. War 
is their trade dnd bufinefs : to improve 
and cultivate the advantage's of fuccefs, is 
an affair of the cabinet ; and the negleft 
of this, whether proceeding from weaknefs 
or corruption, according to the ufjal un- 
certainty ^of wars, may be of the moft fatal 
confequence to a nation. For, pray, let me 
reprefent our condition in fuch a light, as 
I believe both parties will allow, though 
perhaps not the confcquenceS I fliall de- 
duce from it. We have been for above 
nine yfears bleft with a Queen, who, be- 
fides all virtues that can enter into the 
compofition of a private fjerfbn, poflefleth 
every regal quality that can contribute to 
make a people happy: of great wifdom, 
yet ready to receive the advice of her 
counfellors : of much difcernment in chuf- 
ing proper inftruments, when Ihe follows 
her own judgment ; and only capable of 
being deceived by that excefs of goodnefs, 
which makes her judge of others by her- 
felf : frugal in her management, in order 
to contribute to the publick, which in 

pro- 
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proportion (he doth, and that voluntarily, 
beyond any of her fubjeds ; but from her 
own nature generous and charitable to all, 
who want or deferve ; and, in order to ex- 
ercife thofe virtues, denying herfelf aH 
entertainments of expence, which many 
others enjoy. Then, if we look abroad, 
at leaft in Flanders y, our arms have been 
crowned with perpetual fuccefs in battles 
and fieges; not to mention feveral fortu- 
nate adions in Spain. Thefe fads being 
thus ftated, which none can deny ; it is 
natural to afk, how we have improved 
fuch advantages, and to what account they 
have turned ? I fhall ufe no difcouraging 
terms. When a patient grows daily worfe 
by the tampering of mountebanks, there 
is nothing left but to call in the beft phy- 
ficians, before the cafe grows defperate. 
But I would aflc, whether France^ or any 
other kingdom, would have made fo little 
ufe of fuch prodigious opportunities ? the 
fruits whereof could never have fallen to 
the ground without the extremefl: degree 
of folly and corruption ; and where thofe 
have lain, let the world judge. Inftead of 
aiming at peace, while we had the advan- 
tage 
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tage of the war, which hath bcfen the per- 
petual maxiiii of all wife ftates, it hath been 
reckoned fadious and malignant even to 
exprefs our wi(he$ for it; and fuch a con* 
dition impofed, as wa& never offered to 
any prince, who had an inch of gtound to 
difpute ; quae etiim eft conditio pads, irt qua 
eiycum quo piaeefrt facim^ ftihil coHcedi po* 
teftf 

It is not obvious to conceive what could 
move men, who fat at home, and were 
called- to confult uport the good of the 
kingdom, to be fo utterly averfe from 
putting an' end to a long, expenfive warj 
which the vi<aorious, as well as conquer- 
ed fide, were heartily vveary of. Few, or 
none- of them, were men of the fwordj 
they had no (hare in the honour ; they 
had made large fortunes, and were at the 
head of all afFairSi But they well knew by 
what tenure they held their power; that 
the queen faw through their defigns ; that 
they had entirely loft the hearts of the 
clergy ; that the landed nten were againft 
them; that they were detefted by the 
body of the people; and that nothing 
bore them up but theit ctediC with the 

bank. 
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bank, and otherilocks, which would be nei- 
ther formidable norneceflary, when the war 
was at an end. For thefe reafons they refol- 
ved to difappoint all overtures of a peace, 
Until they and their party fliould be fo 
deeply rooted, as to make it impoflible to 
fliake them. To this end they began to 
precipitate matters fo faft, as in a little time 
muft have ruined the conftitution, if the 
crown had not intcrpofed, and rather ven- 
tured the accidental effeds of their malice, 
than fuch dreadful confequences of their 
power. And indeed if the former danger 
had been greater than fome hoped or fear- 
ed, I fee nodifikulty in the choice, which 
was the fame with his, who faid, he had 
tat her be devoured by wolves than by rats. I 
therefore ftill infift, that we cannot wonder 
at, or find fault with, the army for con- 
curring with the miniftry, which was for 
prolonging the war. The inclination is 
natural in them all ; pardonable in thofe 
^ho have not yet made their fortunes ; 
and as lavvful in the reft, as love of power, 
or love of money, can make it. But, as 
natural, as pardonable, and as lawful as 
this inclination is, when it is not under 
Vol. Vlil. K check 
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check of the civil power, or when a cor- 
rupt miniftry joins in giving it too great a 
fcope, the confequence can be nothing 
lefs than infallible ruin and flavcry to the 
ftate. 1 

After I had finiftied this paper, the 
printer fent me two fmall pamphlets, 
called The management of the war; 
written withfome plauiibility, mucli 
artifice, and abundance of mifre- 
■prefentations, as well as direcS: falfe- 
hoods in point of fadt. Thefe I have 
thought worth examining^ which I 
fhall accordingly do, when I find an 
opportunity. 

NUMBER XXIV. 

Thurfday, January 18,1710-11. 

Parva momenta in fpem metumque impel- 

lunt animos^ 

T_T OPES are natural to moft men, 
•*- ^ cfpecially to fanguine complexions; 
and, among the various changes thathap* 
pen in the courfe of public afl^s, they 
7 are 
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irc feldom without fome grounds. Even 
n dcfperate cafes, where it is impoflible 
hey fliould have any foundation, they are 
>ften affected, to keep a countenance, and 
nake an enemy think we have fome re- 
:ourfe, which they know nothing of. This 
ippears to have been for feveral months 
paft the condition of thofe people, whom 
I am forced, for want of other phrafes, to 
call the ruined party. They have taken up 
iince their fall fome real, and fome pre- 
tended hopes. When the earl of Sunder- 
land was difcarded, they hoped her ma- 
jefty wbuld proceed no further in the 
change of her miniftry; and had the in- 
folence to mifreprcfent her words to for- 
eign ftates. They hoped^ no body durft 
advife the diflblution of the parliament. 
When this was done, and further altera- 
tions made in court, they hoped^ and en- 
deavoured to ruin the credit of the nation. 
They like wife hoped ^ that we (hould have 
fome terrible lofs abroad, which would 
force us to unravel all, and begin again 
upon their bottom. Bur, of all \}[\^m hopes ^ 
whether real or affumed, there is none 
more extraordinary than that which they 
K 2 now 
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now would feem to place their whole con- 
fidence in : that this great turn of affairs 
was only occafioned by a (hort madnefs of 
the people, from which they will recover 
in a little time, when their eyes are open, 
and they grow cool and fober enough to 
confider the truth of things, and how 
much they have been deceived. It is not 
improbable, that fome few of the deepeft 
fighted among thefe reafoners are well 
enough convinced, how vain all fuch hopes 
muft be : but for the reft, the wifeft of 
them ftem to have been very ill judges of 
thepccple^s difpofitions; the wantof which 
knowledge was a principal occafion to 
iiallen their ruin ; for furely, had they 
fufpcded which way the popular current 
inclined, they never would have run againft 
ir by that impeachment. I therefore con- 
clude, they generally are fo blind as to 
imngine fome comfort from this fantafti- 
cal opinion ; that the people of England 
arc at prcfent diftracfted, but will (hortly 
come to their fenfes again. 

For the fcTvice therefore of our adver- 
farics and friends, I fliall briefly examine 
this point, by fliewing what are the caufes 

and 
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and fymptoms of a peopled madnefs ; and 
how it differs from their natural bent and 
inclination. 

It is MachiaveVs obfervation, that the 
people, when left to their own judgment, 
do feldom miftakc their true interefts ; 
and indeed they naturally love the con- 
ilitution they are born under ; never de- 
firing to change, but under great oppref- 
lions. However, they are to be deceived 
by feveral means. It hath often happened 
in Greece^ and fometimes in Rome^ that 
thofe very men who have contributed to 
(hake off a former tyranny, have, inftead 
of refloring the old conftitution. dehided 
the people into a worfe and more igno- 
minious flavery. Befides, all great changes 
havethe fame effect upon commonwealths 
that thunder hath upon Jiquors, qiakin^ 
the dregs fly up to the top ; the lovvefl: 
Plebeians rife to the head of affairs, and 
• there preferve themfelves, by reprefcntiiig 
the nobles and other friends to the okl 
government as enemies to the publick. 
The encouraging of new myfteries and 
new deities, with the pretences of furtlier 
purity in rch'gion, hath likewife been ^ 

K 3 ire- 
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frequent topick to millead the people 
And not to mention more, the promoting 
falfe reports of dangers from abroad had 
often ferved to prevent them from fencing 
againft real dangers at home. By thefl 
and the like arts, in conjunftion with ; 
great depravity of manners, and a weal 
or corrupt adminiftration, the madnefs 
the people hath rifen to fuch a heighth 
as to break in pieces the whole frame c 
the beft-inftituted governments. But how 
ever fuch great frenzies, being artificial! 
raifcd, are a per fed force and conftraint up 
on human nature; and under a wife ftedd 
prince will certainly decline of themfelve: 
fettling like the fea after a ftorm ; an- 
then the true bent and genius of the pec 
pie will appear. Ancient and moder 
flory are full of inftances to illuftrate wha 
I fiy. 

In our own ifland we had a great ex 
ample of a long madnefs in the people 
kept up by a thoufand artifices, like in 
toxicating medicines, until . the conftitu 
tion was deflroycd ; yet the malignity he 
ing fpent, and the humour exhaufted tha 
fcrryed to foment it, before the ufurpei 

coul 
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could fix upon a new fcheme, the people 
fuddenly recovered, and peaceably reftored 
the old conftitution. 

From what I have offered, it will be 
cafy to decide, whether this late change in 
the dilpofition of the people was a new 
madnefs, or a recovery from an old one. 
Neither do I fee how it can be proved, 
that fuch a change had in any circum- 
ftance the leaft lymptoms of madnels, 
whether my defcription of it be right jot 
no. It is agreed, that the trueft way of 
judging the difpofition of the people in 
the choice of their reprefentatives is by 
computing the county eledtions ; and in 
thefe it is manifeft, that five in fix are 
entirely for the prefent meafures; al- 
though the court was fo far from inter- 
pofing its credit, that there was no change 
in the admiralty, not above one or two in 
the lieutenancy, nor any other methods 
ufed toinfluence eledions. The free, un- 
extorted addrefles fent (bme time before 
from every part of the kingdom plainly 
ihewcd, what fort of bent the people had 
taken, and from what motives. The 
elcdion of members for this great city, 

K 4 carried, 
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carried, contrary to all conjedure, againft 
the united intereft of thofe two great 
bodies the Bank and Eajl India company^ 
was another convincing argument. Be- 
fides, the ischigs themfelves have always 
confefled, that the bulk of landed men in 
R7igla72d was generally of tories. So that 
this change muft be allowed to be ac- 
cording to the natural genius and difpofi- 
tion of the people ; whether it were juft 
and reafcnable in itfelf, or no. 

Notwithftanding all which, you (hall 
frequently hear the partifansof the late men 
in power gravely and dccifively pronounce, 
that the prcfcnt rniniftry cannot poflibly 
ftand. Now they who affirm this, if they 
bjlieve themfelves, muft ground their 6- 
pinion upon the iniquity of the laft being 
fo lar eftabliflied and deeply rooted, that 
no endeavours of honeft men will be able 
to reftore things to their former ftate. Or 
i^\{^ thtfe rcafoners have been fo mifled 
by twenty years mifmanagement, that they 
liave forgot our conftitution, and talk as 
i our monarchy and revolution began to- 
gether. But the body of the people is 
vvifer ; and by the choice they have made, 

Ihew 
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fliew they do underftand our conftitution, 
and would bring it back to the old form; 
which if the new ihinifters take care to 
maintain, they will and ought to ftand ; 
otherwife they may fall like their prede- 
ceffors. But I think, we may eafily forefee 
what a parliament, freely chofen, without 
threatening or corruption, is likely to do, 
when no man (hall be in any danger to 
lofe Mv^ place by the freedom o^\i\% voice. 

But, vvho are the advancers of this 
opinion, that the prefent miniftry cannot 
hold ? It muft be either fuch as are afraid 
to be called to an account in cafe it (hould 
hold : or thofe who keep offices, from 
which others, better qualified, were re- 
moved, and may reafonably apprehend 
to be turned out for worthier men to 
come into their places ; fince perhaps it 
will be neceflary to make foniie changes 
that the public bufinefs of the nation 
may go on: or laftly, ftock-jobbers^ who 
induftrioufly fpread fuch reports, that ac- 
tions may fall, and their friends buy to 
advantage. 

Yet thefe hopes, thus freely exprefled, 
as they are mpre iincere, fo they are more 

fup- 
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fupportable, than when they appear under 
the difguife and pretence oi fears. Some 
of thefe gentlemen are employed to (hake 
their heads in proper companies ; to doubt 
where all this will end ; to be in mighty 
pain for the nation ; to fliew how impof- 
fible it is, that the public credit can 
be fupported ; to pray that all may do 
well, in whatever hands ; but very much 
to doubt, that the ^r^/^^^^r is at the bot- 
tom. I know not any thing {o nearly 
refembling this behaviour, as what I have 
often feen among the friends of a fick man, 
whofe intereft it is that he fhould die. 
The phyficians proteft they fee no danger, 
the iymptoms are good, the medicines 
anfwer expedation ; yet ftill they are not 
to be comforted ; they whifper, he is a 
gone man, it is not poflible he (hould hold 
out; he hath perfect death in his face ; 
they never liked his dodor. At laft, the 
patient recovers, and their joy is as falfeas 
their grief. 

1 believe there is no man fo fanguine, 
who did not apprehend fome ill confe- 
qucnces from the late change ; though 
not in any propv>rtion to the good ones : 

but 
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tut it is manifeft, the former have proved 
auch fewer and lighter than were exped:- 
dy either at home or abroad, by the fears 
►four friends, or the hopes of our enemies, 
rhofe remedies, that ftir the humours in 
, difeafed body, afe at firft more painful 
han the malady itfelf ; yet certain death 
s the confequence of deferring them too 
ong. Adions have fallen, and the loans 
ire faid to come in flowly. But betides 
hat fomething of this muft have been, 
vhether there had been any change or no ; 
)efides that the furprize of every change, 
or the better as well as the worfe, is apt 
o affed credit for a while ; there is a fur- 
her reafon, which is plain, and fcanda- 
ous. When the late party was at the helm, 
hofe who were called the iories never 
>ut their refentments in balance with the 
afety of the nation ; but chearfuUy con- 
libuted to the common caufe : now the 

t 

fcene is changed, the fallen party feems 
to ad from very different motives ; they 
]a2lvc given the word about \ they will keep 
their money, and be paflive ; and, in this 
point, ftand upon the fame foot vvith/xst- 
ytfls and nonjurors. What would have be^; 

come 
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comeofthe publick, iftheprefent great ma- 
jority had adted thus during the late admi- 
niftration, before the others were mafters of 
that wealth they have fqueezed out of the 
landed men, and with the ftrength of which 
they would now hold the kingdom at de- 
fiance ? 

Thus much I have thought fit to fay, 
without pointing reflexions upon any par- 
ticular perfon, which I have hitherto but 
fparingly done, and that only towards 
thofe whofc charaders are too profligate, 
for the managing of them to be of 
any confequence Befides, as it is a talent 
I am not naturally fond of; fo, in the 
fubjeds I treat, it is generally needlefs. 
If 1 difplay the cffeds of avarice and am- 
bition, of bribery and corruption, of grofs 
immorality and irreligion; thofe who are 
the leaft converfant in things, will eafily 
know where to apply them. Not that I 
lay any weight upon the objections of fuch 
who charge me with this proceeding : it 
is notorious enough, that the writers of the 
other fide were the firft aggreflTors. Not to 
mention their fcurrilous libels, many years 
rngo, dircdlly levelled at particular perfons; 

how 
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how many papers do now come out every 
week, full of rude invedlives againft the 
prefent miniftry, with the firft and laft let- 
ters of their names to prevent miftakes ? 
It is good fometimes to let thefe people fee, 
that we neither want fpirit nor materials to 
retaliate ; and therefore, in this point alone^ 
I (hall follow their example, whenever I 
find myfelf fufficicntly provoked ; only 
vvirh one addition, that whatever charges 
I bring, either general or particular, (hall 
be religioufly true, founded either upon 
avowed fads which none can deny, or fuch 
as I can prove from my own knowledge. 

Being refolved publicly to confefs any 
miftakes I have been guilty of, I do hereby 
humbly defire the reader's pardon for one 
of mighty importance, about a fad: in one 
of my papers faid to be done in the ca- 
thedral oiGlouceJler. A whole Hydra of 
errors, in two words ! For, as I am fince 
informed, it was neither in the cathedral, 
nor city, nor county of Gloiicejlery but 
fome other church of that diocefe. If I 
had ever met any other objedion of equal 
weight, although fiom the meancft hands, 
I fliould certainly have anfwercd it. 

N U M- 
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NUMBER XXV. 

Thurfday, January 25, 1 7 1 o- 1 1 . 
AtaT^e^dfAevot Tivoi ^av^, to fih avpcoiif hiii 

Summijfa quaedam voce coUocuti funty quo- 
rum fumma erat de dominatione Jibi con- 
firmanda^ ac inimicis delendis^ conjuratio, 

NOT many days ago I obferved a knot 
of difcontented gentlemen, curfing 
the tories to Hell for their uncharitable- 
nefs in affirming, that, if the late miniftry 
had continued to this time, we (hould 
have had neither church nor monarchy left. 
They are ufually fo candid, as to call that 
the opinion of the party, which they hear 
in a cofFee-houfe, or over a bottle, from 
feme warm young people, whom it is 
odds but they have provoked to fay more 
than they believed, by fome portions as 
abfurd and ridiculous of their own. And 
fo it proved in this very inftance : for, 
afking one of thefe gentlemen, what it 
was that provoked thofe he had been dif- 
puting with to advance fuch a paradox ; 

he 
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he affured me, in a very calm manner, it 
was nothing in the world, but that him- 
felf and fome others of the company had 
made it appear, that the defign of the 
prcfent parliament, and miniftry, was to 
bring in popery^ arbitrary power y and the 
pretender : which I take to be an opinion 
fifty times more improbable, as well as more 
uncharitable, than what is charged upon 
the whigs : bccaufe I defy our adverfarics 
to produce one fingle reafon for fufpedirrg 
fuch dcfigns in the perfons no^v at the 
helm ; whereas I can, upon demand, pro- 
duce twetity to {hew, that fome late men 
had ftrong views towards a commonwealth^ 
and the alteration of the church. 

It is natural indeed, when a ftorm is 
over, that hath only untiled our houles and 
blown down fome of our chimnies, tocon- 
(ider what further mifchicfs might have 
enfued, if it had lafted longer. However, 
in the preient cafe I am not of the opi- 
nion abovementioned. I believe the church 
andftate might have Iaftedy3.^7^u-^i2/ longer y 
although the late enemies to both had done 
their worft. I can hardly conceive, how 
things would have been fo foon ripe for a 

new 
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new revolution. I am convinced, that if" 
they had offered to make fuch large and 
fudden ftrides, it muft have come to blows; 
and, according to the computation we 
have now reafon to think a right one, I 
can partly guefs what would have been 
the iffue. Befides, we are fure the Queen 
would have interpofed, before they came 
to extremities; and, as little as they re- 
garded the regal authority, would have 
been a check in their career. 

But, inftead of this queftion. What 
would have been the confequerice, if the 
late miniftry had continued ; I will pro- 
pofe another, which will be more ufeful 
for us to confider ; and that is, IVhat we 
may reafonably expeSi they will do^ if ever 
they come into poruoer again ^ This, we' 
know, is the defign and endeavour of all 
thofe fcribbles which daily fly about in 
their favour; of all the falfe, infolent, and 
fcandalous libels againft the prefent admi- 
niftration ; and of all thofe engines, fet at 
work to fink the aElionSy and blow up the' 
public credit. As for thofe who fhew 
their inclinations by writing, there is one 
eonlideratioD, which I wonder doth not 

fome- 
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f^metimesafFcdl them : for, how can they 
forbear having a good opinion of the gen- 
tJenefs and innocence of thofe who per- 
mit them to employ their pens as they do? 
It puts me in mind of an infolent, prag- 
matical orator fomewhere in Greece, who, 
railing with great freedom at the chief 
men in the flate, was anfwered by one, 
who had been very injftrumental in re- 
covering the liberty of the city, that /je 
thanked the godsy thej had now arrived to 
the condition he always wiJJjedthem in^ when 
every man in that city might fecu rely fay 
what he pleafed. I wifli thefe gentlemen 
would however compare the liberty they 
take, with what their mafters ufed to give; 
how many meffengers and warrants would 
have gone out againft any who durft have 
opened their lips, or drawn their pens, 
againft the perfons and proceedings of 
ihciT juntos and cahals ? How would their 
weekly writers have been calling out for 
profecution and punijlmmit f We remem- 
ber, when a poor nick-name*, borrowed 
from an old play of Ben Johifo?ty and 
mentioned in a fermon without any par- 

* Volpone was a nick-name given to lord trcafurer Gcdolphin, 

• Vol. Via. L ticular 
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ticular application, was made ufe of as a 
motive to fpur on an impeachment. But 
after all it muft be confeft, they had rea- 
fons to be thus fevere, which their fuccef- 
fors have not : their faults would never 
f udure thelight ; and to have expofedthem 
fooner would have raifed the kingdom a- 
gainft the adlors, before the proper time. 

But, to come to the fubje^ I have now 
'undertaken, which is, to examine what 
the confequences would be, upon fuppo- 
fition that the whigs were now reftored to 
their power. I already imagine the prefent 
free parliament diflblved, and another of 
a different epithet met by the force of 
money and management. I read imme- 
diately a dozen or two of flinging votes a- 
gainft the proceedings of the lateminiftry. 
The bill * now to be repealed would then 
be re-enaded, and the birth-right of an 
Englijhman reduced again to the value of 
twelve- pence. But, to give the reader a 
llronger imagination of fuch a fcene, let 
me reprefent the defigns of fome men, 
lately endeavoured and projedled, in the 
form of a paper of votes. 

* A bill for a general naturalization. 

" Ordered^ 
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" Ordered^ 
• *^ That a bill be brought in for repeal- 
ing x\\tfacrame}7tal tcji. 

A petitfon oi 27W^/, CollhiSy ClcridGn^ 
" Co'^vard^ and Tolaiid^ in behalf of them- 
*' felves and many hundreds of their dif- 
*^ ciples, fome of whom are members of 
*' this honourable houfe; defiring that 
** leave may be given to bring in a bill for 
^^ quahfying ^/^c?^j, de7jis^2iuAfocinian5 to 
^^ ferve their country in any employment 
^^ ecclefiafticaJ, civil, or military. 
«' Ordered^ 
** That leave be given to bring in a bill^ 
^* according to the prayer of the faid pe- 
** tition ; and that Mr. Lechmere * do pre- 
" pare and bring in the fame. 
" Ordered^ 
^* That a bill be brought in for remov- 
" ing the education of youth out of the 
" hands of the clergy. 

Another to forbid the clergy preach- 
ing certain duties in religion ; efpecially 
^^ obedience to princes. 

* Mn Licbmere was one of the managers again ft Dr. Siid^- 
Vtrelf and fummed up the eviilence. 

L 2 '' An- 
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*' Another to take away the jurifdidion 
" of bifhops. 

" Another for conftituting a genera. 1 
''^ for life ; with inflrudions to the con^— 
" mittee, that care may be taken to malce 
** the war laft as long as the life of the 
" faid general. 

*' A bill of attainder againft James duke 
" of Ormondy fohn duke o{ Buckingham^ 
" Laurence earl of Rochefler, fir Simon 
*' Harcourt knight, Robert Hurley and 
*' William Shippen efquires, Abigail Ma- 
'''■ JJjam fpinfter, and others, for high- trea- 
" fon againft the junto, 
" Refohed, 
" That Sarah duchefs of Marlborough 
** hath been a moft dutiful, juft, and 
*' grateful fervant to her majefty. 
" Refohed, 
" That to advife the diflblution of a 
" whig parliament, or the removal of a 
" ■tt'/^/o- miniftry, was in order to bring in 
*' popery and the pretender ; and that the 
" faid advice was high-treafon. 
" Refohed, 
" That by the original compaSi^ the go- 
" vernment of this realm hhy 2i juntOy and 

" a Jdngi 



N'^25. THE EXAMINER. 149 
a king^ or queen ; but the admiitijlration 
^^ folely in the junto. 
" Ordered^ 
" That a bill be brought in for further 
^ limiting the prerogative. 
" Ordered^ 
*^ That it be a (landing order of this 
^ ' houfe, that the merit of eledions be not 
^^ determined by the number of voices, 
^* or right of eledors, but by weight; and 
•^ that one whig (hall weigh down ten 
^' tories. 

" A motion being made, and the que- 
" (lion being put, that when a whig is 
" detected of manifeft bribery, and his 
" competitor, being a tory^ hath ten to 
*' one a majority, there (hall be a new 
*' eledion ; it pa(red in the negative. 
" Refohed, 
" Thatfor a king, orqueen, of this realm 
to read, or examine, a paper brought 
*' them to be figned by ?l junto minifter, 
•^ is arbitrary and illegal, and a violation 
^* of the liberties of the people/' 

Thefe, and the like reformations, would 
in all probability be the firft fruits of the 

L X whip's 
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nschigs refurreSiio7i ; and what ftrudlures 
fuch able artifts might in a fhort time 
build upon fuch foundations, I leave o- 
thers to conjedlure. All hopes of a peace 
cut ofF; the nation indultrioufly involved 
in further debts, to a degree that none 
would dare undertake the management of 
afrairs, but thofe whofe intereft lay in 
ruining theconftitution. I do not fee how 
the wifcft prince, under fuch neccllitics, 
could be able to extricate himfclf. Then 
as to the church ; the bifhops would by 
degrees be difmiflld, firft from the par- 
liament, next fiom their revenues, and at 
1 .ft from their office ; and the clergy, in- 
ftead of their idle claim q{ indcpendeiuy on 
the ftate, would he forced to depend for 
their daily bread on every individual. But 
'vhat fvftem of future ojovcrnment was de- 
jfigned ; whether it were already digcfted, 
or would have been left for time and in- 
cidents to mature, I fhall not now exami7te. 
Only upon this occafion I cannot lielp re - 
fledingon a fadV, whicli it is probable the 
reader know^s as well as myfelh There was 
a pidlure drawn feme time ago, repre- 
fcnting five pcrfons, as large as the life, 

fitting 
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fitting in council together, likea/?^;//^r^^7; 
a void fpace was left for a fixth, which 
was to have been the Queen, to whom 
they intended that honour: but her ma- 
jefty having fince fallen under their dif- 
pleafure, they have made a fhift to croud 
in two better friends in her place, which 
makes it acomplete/^^/>/^r^^y*. This piece 
is now in the country, rcfcrvcd until better 
limes ; and hangs in a hall among the 
pidlures of Cromiscelly BradJJjaWy Iretoft^ 
and fome other predeceflbrs. 

I muft now defire leave to fay fome- 
thing to a gentleman who hath been plea- 
fed to publifh a difcourfe againft a paper 
of mine relating to the convocation. He 
promifeth tofet me ?^ight without any un- 
due refleEiions^ or indecent language. I fup- 
pofe he means, in comparifon with others 
who pretend to anfwer the Examiner. So 
far he is right; but, if he thinks he hath 
behaved himfelf as becomes a candid an- 
tagonift, I believe he is miftaken. He fays 
in his title page, ray reprefentations are 
unfair^ and my refexions unjuji : and his 

* This heptarchy was the ferpcnt with fcvcn heads, men- 
tioned in N** 21, 22. 

L 4 con- 
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conelufion is yet more fevere ; where he 
doubts I and^ny frie?2ds are enraged againji 
the Dutch, becaufe they preferved us from 
popery and arbitrary power at the Resolution ; 
and JiiKe that timefro?n being over- run by 
the exorbitant power (^/^ France, a?7d becom- 
ing a prey to the pretender. Becaufe this 
author fcems in general to write with an 
honeft meaning, I would ferioufly put to 
him thequeftion, whether he thinks, I and 
my friends 2iXQ. {ox popery^ arbitrary poi^cr^ 
France^ and the pretender P I omit other 
inftances of fmallcr moment, which how- 
ever do not fuic in my opinion with due 
7\fexion^ or decent huigiiage. The fa (3: re- 
lating to \\\^ convocation came from a good 
hand ; and I do not find this author dif- 
fers from me in any material circumftance 
about it. My reflexions were no more 
than what might be obvious to any other 
gentleman, who had heard of their late 
proceedings. If the notion be right which 
this author gives us of a lower houfe of 
co72vccation ; it is a very melancholy one, 
and to me feems utterly inccniiftent with 
that of a body of men, whom he owns to 
have a 72egative : and therefore, fince a 

great 
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great majority of the clergy differs from 
him in feveral points he advances, I fhall 
rather chufc to be of their opinion than 
his. I fancy, when the whole fynod met in 
07te houfe^ as this writer affirms, they were 
upon a better foot with their bifhops ; and 
therefore, whether this treatment, fo ex- 
tremely de haut en bas^ fince their exclu- 
fion, be fuitable to primitive cuftom or 
primitive humility towards brethren, is 
not my bufinefs to enquire. One may al- 
low the divine or apoftolic right of c- 
pifcopacy, and its great fuperiority over 
pre{by ters ; and yet difpute the methods 
of exercifing the latter, which being of 
human inftitution are fubjedl to encroach- 
ments and ufurpations. I know, every 
clergyman in a diocefe hath a great deal of 
dependence upon his biQiop, and owes 
him canonical obedience : but I was apt 
to think, that when the whole reprefenta- 
tive of the clergy met in a fynod, they 
. were confidcred in another light ; at leaft 
fince they are allowed to have a negative. 
If I am miftaken, I defire to be excufed, 
as talking out of my trade ; only there is 
one thing, wherein I entirely differ from 

this 
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this author : fince in the difputes about 
privileges one fide inuft recede \ where fo 
very few privileges remain, it is a hundred 
to one odds, that the encroachments are 
not on the inferior clergy's fide ; and no 
man can blame them for infifting on the 
fmall number that is left. There is one 
fad:, wherein I muft take occafion to fet 
this author right : that the perfon *, who 
firft moved the Queen to remit the firft- 
fruits and tenths to the clergy, was an emi- 
nent injifument in the late turn of affairs ; 
and, as I am told, hath lately prevailed to 
have the fame favour granted for the clergy 
of Ireland f. 

But I muft beg leave to inform this au- 
thor, that my paper is not intended for the 
management of controverfy ; which would 
be of very little import to moft readers, 
and only mifpend time, that I would 
gladly employ to better purpofes. For 
where it is a man's bufinefs to entertain a 
whole room-full, it is unmannerly to ap- 
ply himfelf to a particular perfon, and turn 
his back upon the reft of the company. 

* Earl oi Oxford, lord treafurcr. 

f Tnii was done by the author's folicitation. .Sec hh Lttters 
te archb'tftiop King, vol. XII. and XIV. 

NUM. 
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NUMBER XXVI. 
Thurfday, February i, 1710-11. 

JB,a aiitem efi gloria^ latts reEle faSiorum^ 
magnorwnque in rempublkam merito- 
rum: quae cum optimi ciijufque^ turn 
etiammultitudir,isytejlimo?uocomprobatur, 

I A M thinking what a mighty advan- 
tage it is to be entertained as a writer 
to a ruined caufe, I remember a fanatic 
J>reacher^ who was inclined to come into 
the churchy and take orders ; but upon 
mature thoughts was diverted from that 
defign, when he confidered, that the col- 
ledlions of the godly were a much heartier 
and readier penny than he could get by 
wrangling for tithes. He certainly had 
reafon ; and the two cafes are parallel. If 
you write in defence of a fallen party, you 
are maintained by contribution, as a ne- 
ceflary perfon : you have little more to do 
than to carp and cavil at thofe who hold 
the pen on the other fide ; you are fure 
to be celebrated and carefled by all your 
party, to a man : you may affirm and deny 

what 



156 THE EXAMINER. N^26. 
what you pleafe without truth or proba- 
bility, {ince it is but lofs of time to con- 
tradidl you. Ecfides, ccinmjferation is often 
on your fide; and you have a pretence to be 
thought honeft and difinterefted for adher- 
ing to friends in diftrefs : after which, if 
your friends ever happen to turn up again, 
you have a ftrong fund of merit towards ma- 
king your fortune. Then, you never fail to 
be well furniflied with materials ; every one 
bringing in his quota ; and falfliood being 
naturally more plentiful than truth : not 
to mention the wonderful delight of li- 
belling men in power, and hugging your- 
felf in a corner with mighty fatisfadlion 
for what you have done. 

It is quite otherwife with us, who en- 
gage as volunteers in thefervice of a flou- 
rifhing miniftry, in full credit with the 
QuEFN, and beloved by the people; be- 
caufe they have no finifter ends or danger- 
ous defigns ; but purfue with fteddinefs and 
refolution the true intereft of both. Upon 
which account they little want, or defire, 
our afliftance ; and we may write till the 
world is weary of reading, without having 
our pretences allowed, either to 2i place 

or 
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or a penjion : befides, we are refufcd the 
common bemjit of the party ^ to have our 
works cried up of coiirfe ; the readers of 
our own fide being as ungentle, and hard 
to pleafe, as if we writ againft them; and 
our papers never make their way in the 
world but barely in proportion to their 
merit. The defign of their labours who - 
write on the conquered fide, is likewife of 
greater importance than ours : they are 
like cordials for dying men, which mull 
be repeated ; whereas ours are, in the Scrip- 
ture phrafe, but meat for babes: at lealt, 
all I can pretend, is to undeceive the igno- 
rant, and thofe at a diftance ; but their 
tafk is to keep up the finking fpirits of a 
whole party. 

After fuch refleixons, I cannot be angry 
with thofe gentlemen for perpetually writ- 
ing againfl me ; it furnifhes them largely 
with topicks : and is befides their proper 
bufinefs : neither is it affecflation, or alto- 
gethery^^r;/, that I do not reply. But as 
things are, we both ad: fuitable to our fe- 
veral provinces : mine is, by laying open 
fome corruptions in the late management 
to fet thofe who are ignorant right in 

their 
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their opinions of perfons and things : it i^ 
theirs to cover v^xth Jig leaves all the fault: ^ 
of their friends, as well as they can. Wher ! 
I have produced my fadls, and offered m]^ 
arguments, I have nothing further to ad — 
Vance ; it is their office to deny, and dif — 
prove ; and then let the world decide- \^ 
/were as they^ my chief endeavour fhould 
certainly be to batter down the Examiner; 
therefore I cannot but approve their de- 
lign. Befides, they have indeed another 
reafon for barking inceflantly at this paper: 
they have in their prints openly taxed a 
moft ingenious perfon as author of it; 
one who is in great, and very deferved, 
reputation with the world, both on ac- 
count of his poetical works, and his talents 
for public bufinefs. They were wife e- 
nough to confider, what a fandion it 
would give their performances, to fall un- 
der the animadverfion of fuch a pen ; and 
therefore ufed all the forms of provocation 
commonly pradlifed by little obfcure pe- 
dants, who are fond of diftinguifliing 
themfelv^s by the fame of an adverfary. 
So nice a tafte have thefe judicious cri- 
ticks in pretending to difcovcr an author 

by 



N" 26. THE EXAMINE R. 159 
by his ftyle, and manner of thinking I not 
to mention the juftice and candour of ex- 
haufting all the ftale topicks of fcurfility 
in reviling a paper, and then flinging at 
a venture the whole load upon one who 
is entirely innocent ; and whofe greateft 
fault perhaps is too much^^;;//?;/^ towards 
a party from whofe leaders he hath re- 
ceived quite contrary treatment. 

The concern I have for the eafe and 
reputation of fo deferving a gentleman 
hath at length forced me rhuch againft 
nvy interefl and inclination to let thefe 
angry people know, who is not the author 
of the Examiner » For I obferved, the opi- 
nion began to fpread ; and I chofe rather 
to facrifice the honour I received by it, 
than let injudicious people entitle him to a 
performance that perhaps he might have 
reafon to be afhamed of: ftill faithfully 
promifing never to difturb thofe worthy 
advocates ; but fuffer them in quiet to roar 
on at the Examiner^ if they or their par- 
ty find any eafe in it ; as phyficians fay 
there is to people in torment, fuch as men 
in the gout, or women in labour. 

How- 
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However, I muft acknowledge myfelf 
indebted to them for one hint, which I 
fhall now purfue, although in a different 
manner- Since the fall of the late miniftry 
I have feen many papers filled with their 
encomiums ; I conceive, in imitation of 
thofe who write the lives of famous 
men, where after their deaths immediately 
follow their charadlers. When I faw the 
poor virtues thusdealt at random, I thought 
the difpofers had flung their names, like 
valentines^ into a hat to be drawn, as fortune 
pleafed, by the junto and their friends. 
There Crajfus d re w liberality and gratitude ; 
Fulviay humility and genllenefs ^ Clodius^ 
piety and jujiice ; Gracchus^ loyalty to his 
prince Cinna^ love of his cou7%try and con- 
Jiitution ; and fo of the reft. Or, to quit 
this allegory, I have often feen of late the 
whole fett of difcarded ftatefmen celebrated 
by their judicious hirelings for thofe very 
qualities which their admirers owned they^ 
chiefly wanted. Did ^^{t, heroes put oflr 
and lock up their virtues^ when they cam^ 
into employment; and have they now re- 
fumed them, fince their difmiflions ? If 
they wore them, I am fure it was under 

their 
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^n^iTgreal^e/sj and without ever once con- 
'Slicing the world of their vijibility or in-^ 

But, why fhould not the prefent mini- 
\xy find a pen to praife them, as well as 
lie laft ? This is what I fliall now undcr- 
ake; and it may be more impartial in me, 
from whom they have deferved fo little. 
[ have, without being called^ ferved them 
half a year in quality of champion ; and, 
by help of the Queen, and a majority of 
nine in ten of the kingdom, have been 
able to proted them againft a routed cabal 
of hated politicians with a dozen of fcrib- 
lers at their head : yet, fo far have they ' 
been from rewarding me fuitably to my 
deferts, that to this day they never fo much 
as fent to the printer to enquire who I was ; 
although I have known a time and miniftry, 
where a perfon of half my merit and con- 
Gderation would have had fifty prornifes ; 
add, in the mean time, a /)^;^« fettled. on 
him, whereof ihtjirji quarter jhould he ho^ 
nejilypaid. 1 herefore my refentments (hall 
fo far prevail, that, in praifing thofe who 
are now at the head of affairs, I (hall at 
the fame time take notice of their defeds. 
Vol. VIII. M Was 
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Was any man more eminent in his pro- 
fefTion than the prefent lord keeper *, or 
more diftinguiflied by his eloquence and 
great abilities inthchoufe of commons? and 
will not his enemies allow him to be fully 
equal to the great flation he now adorns? 
But then it muft be granted, that he is 
wholly ignorant in the fpeculative as well 
as pradical part of polygamy \ he knows 
not how to metamorphofe a fobcr man 
into a lunattck\ he is v\o free-thinker in re- 
ligion, nor hath courage to be patron of an 
atheirtical book, while he is guardian of 
the Queen's confcience. Although, after 
all, to fpeak my private opinion, I cannot 
think thefe fuch mighty objedlions to his 
charadler as fome would pretend. 

The perfon f who now prefiides at the 
council, is defcended from a great and 
honourable father, not from the dregs of 
the people \ he was at the head of the trea- 
fury for fome years, and rather chofe to 
enrich his prince than himfelf In the 



* Sir Simon Her conn ^ at- Cowper, 

tcrwards lord Harcourt^ was f Larfrence Hyde^ late carl 

made lord keeper upon the o^ Roche/fer^ in the room of 

rcfunation of lord chancellor lord Vomers. 
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ight of favour and credit, he facrififed 
? greateft employment in the kingdom 
his confcience and honour ; he hath been 
/ays firm in his loyalty and religion, 
ilous for fupporting the prerogative of 
\ crown, and preferving the liberties 
the people. But then his beft friends 
ift own, that he is neither deifl nor foci- 
n'y he hath never converfed with Tolaid^ 
open and enlarge his thoughts, and 
pel the prejudices of education; nor 
s he ever able to arrive at that perfcdion 
gallantry, to ruin and imprifon the huf- 
ndy in order to keep the wife without di- 
rbance. 

The prefent lordfteward^ hath been al- 
lys diftinguifhed for his wit and know- 
Ige; is of confummate wifdom and ex- 
rience in affairs ; hath continued con- 
nt to the true intereft of the nation, 
lich he efpoufed from the beginning ; 
d is every way qualified to fupport the 
rnity of his office : but in point of ora-- 
y^ mult give place to his predeceffor. 



The duke of Buckingham and Normanby^ in the room of 
duice of Div^nftiire. 
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Tht ^\jk& oi Shrewfbury* was hig 
inftrumental in bringing about thejR^vi 
r/<7«, in which fervice he freely expofed 
life and fortune. He hath ever been the 
vourite of the nation, being pofleffcd o 
the amiable qualities that can accomp 
a great man ; but, in the agreeablenefs 
fragrancy of his perfon, and the profoi: 
nefs of his politicks) muli be allowe 

fall very fhort of 

Mr. Harley f had the honour of b 
chofen fpeaker fucceffively to three 
. liaments. He was the firll, of late y( 
who ventured to reftore the forge 
cuftom of treating his Prince with . 
and refpeSi'i eafy and difengagedin pri 
convcrfation with fuch a weight of af 
upon his fhoulders; of great learning, 
as great a favourer and protestor ol 
intrepid by nature, as well as by the coi 
^ oufnefs of his own integrity ; and a defj 
of money; purfuing the true interei 
his Prince and country againft all ol 
cles; fagacious to view into the rem< 

* Lord chamberlain, in the quer, upon the removal < 
room of the marquis of /fmr. Godelpbm. 
'* t Chancellor of the excbe- 
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confequences of things, by which all dif- 
• ficulties fly before him ; a firm friend, and 
a placable enemy ; facrififing his jufteft 
refentments, not only to public good, 
but to common interccflion and acknow- 
ledgment. Yet, with all thefe virtues, it 
niuft be granted, there is fome mixture of 
human infirmity. His greateft admirers 
muft confefs hfs (kill at cards and dice to 
he very low and fuperficial ; in horfe-racing 
le is utterly ignorant ; then, to fave a few 
trillions to the publick, he never regards 
icw many worthy citizens he hinders from 
Xiaking up their plumb. And furely there 
^ one thing never to be forgiven him ; 
-liat he delights to have his table filled 
i^th black coats J whom he ufeth as if they 
V^ere gentlemen. 

My lord Dartmouth * is a man of let- 
ters, full of good fenfe, good nature, and 
lionour J of llri<Et virtue and regularity in 
hislife; but labours under one great defed:, 
that he treats his clerks with more civility 
and good manners than others in his fta- 
tion have done the Queen. 

* He fuccecded the earl of Sunderland as fecretary of (late. 

M 3 Omit- 



i66 THE EXAMINER. N«26. 
Omitting fome others, I fliall clofe this 
character of the prefent minijiry with that 
of Mr. St. John +, who, from his youth ap- 
plying thofe admirable talents of nature 
and improvements of art to public bufi- 
iiefs, grew eminent in court and parlia- 
ment, at an age when the generality cf 
mankind is employed in trifles and folly. 
It is to be lamented, that he hath not yet 
procured himfelfa ^z^*, important counte-- 
na?2ce ; nor learned that profound part of 
wifdom, to be difficult of accefs. Befides, 
he hath clearly miftaken the true ufe of 
books^ >vhich he hath thumbed, and fpoiled 
with reading, when he ought to have 
multiplied them on his (helves : not like a 
great man of my acquaintance, who knew 
a book by the back better than a friend 
by the face; although he had never con- 
verfed with the former, and often vvith the 
latter. 

-j- Secretary of ftate in the room of Mr. Henry Boyle. 
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NUMBER XXVII. 

Thurfday, February 8, 1 7 1 o- 1 1 . 

Ctiput ejl in omni procuratione negotti et mu- 
neris publtct^ ut avaritiae pellatur etiam 
minima fufpicio. 

THERE is no vice which mankind 
carries to fuch wild extremes, as that 
^^avarice. Thofe two which feemto rival 
it in this point, are luft and ambition : 
but the former is checked by difficulties 
and difeafes, deftroys itfelf by its own pur- 
fuits, and ufually declines with old age ; 
and the latter, requiring courage, condudt 
and fortune in a high degree, and meeting 
with a thoufand dangers and oppofitions, 
fucceeds too feldom in an age to fall under 
common obfervation. Or, avarice is per- 
haps the fame paffion with ambition; on- 
ly placed in more ignoble and daftardly 
minds, by which the objed: is changed 
from power to money. Or it may be that 
one man purfues power in order to wealth ; 
and another wealth in order to power; 
which laft is the fafer way, although longer 

M 4 about ; 
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about; and, fuiting with every period x 
well as condition of life, is more gene- 
rally followed. 

However it be, the extremes of thi 

pafTion are certainly more frequent thai 

of any other ; and often to a degree fo ab 

furd and ridiculous, that if it were not fc 

their frequency, they could hardly obtai 

belief. ThcJ^a^Cy which carries other fol 

lies and vices beyond nature and probab 

lity^ falls very fhcrt in the reprefentatioi 

of avarice \ nor are there any extravagar 

cics in this kind defcribed by ancient < 

modern comedies, which are not out-doi 

by an hundred inftances, commonly to 

among ourfelves. 

I am ready to conclude from henc 
that a vice which keeps fo firm a ho 
upon human nature, and governs it wi 
fb unlimited a tyranny, fince it cann 
wholly be eradicated, ought at leaft to 
confined to particular objects ; to thr 
and penury, to private fi-aud and extortic 
and never fuffered to prey upon the pu 
lick ; and .fhould certainly be rejedled 
the mcft unqualifying circupiftancp : 
any employment where bribery and a 
ruption can poiUbly enter. 
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If the mifchiefs of this vice in a public 
fbation were confined to enriching only 
thofe particular perfons employed, the evil 
would be more fupportable : but it is 
•ufually quite otherwise. When z.Jieward 
defrauds his lordy he muft connive at the 
reft of the fervantSy while they are follow- 
ing the-fame practice in their feveral fpheres : 
fo that in fome families you may obferve 
a fubordination of knaves in a link down- 
wards to the very helper in the ftables, all 
cheating by concert, and with impunity. 
And even if this were all, perhaps the ma- 
fter could bear it without being undone ; 
but it fo happens, that for every {hilling 
the fervant gets by his iniquity, the mailer 
lofeth twenty ; the perquifitesi of fervants 
being but fmall compofitions for fufFering 
fhopkeepers to bring in what bills they 
pleafe. It is exactly the fame thing in a 
ftate: an avaricious man in office is in 
confederacy with the whole clan of his 
diftridt, or dependence ; which in modern 
terms of art is called to live and let live ; 
and yet their gains are the fmallefi: part of 
the publick's lofs. Give a guinea to a 
knsviih land-waiter, and he (hall connive 

at 
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at the merchant for cheating the Queei^ 
of an hundred. .A brewer gives a bribe toi 
have the privilege of felling drink to the 
navy ; but the fraud is an hundred time 
greater than the bribe, and the publick i 
at the vt^hole lofs. 

Moralifts make two kinds of avarice : — 
that oiCatilmey alieni appetens Jut prof ufus ; - 
and the other more generally underftood^^ 
by that name, which is the endlefs defire=^ 
of hoarding. But I take the former to- 
be more dangerous in a ftate, becaufe it 
mingles with ambition, which I think the 
latter cannot; for, although the famejbreaft 
may be capable of admitting both, it is 
not able to cultivate them ; and where 
the love of heaping wealth prevails, there 
is not in my opinion much to be appre- 
hended from ambition. The difgrace of 
that fordid vice is fooner apt to fpread than 
any other ; and is always attended with the 
hatred and fcorn of the people : fo that 
whenever thofe two pafllons happen to 
meet in the fame fubjedl, it is not unlikely 
that providence hath placed avarice to be 
a check upon ambit wj-, and I have realbn 
to think, fame great minijlers ofjiate have 
been of my opinion. The 
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The divine authority of holy writ, the 

precepts of philofophers, the lafhes and 

ridicule of fatirical poets, have been all 

enaployed in exploding this infatiable thirft 

of money ; and all equally controlled by 

the daily pradice of mankind. Nothing 

new remains to be faid upon the occaiion; 

and if there did, I muft remember my 

ch^rader, that I am an Examiner only, 

gnd riot a Reformer, 

However, in thofe cafes where the 
frailties of particular men do nearly aiFed: 
the public welfare, fuch as a prime minifter 
of ftatp, or a great general of an army ; 
methinks there fliould be fome expedient 
^contrived to let them know impartially 
what is the world's opinion in the point. 
Sncompafled with a crowd of depending 
flatterers, they are many degrees blinder 
to their own faults, than the common in- 
firmities of human nature can plead ia 
their excufe. Advice dares not to be of- 
fered, or is wholly loft, or returned with 
hatred: and whatever appears in public 
againft their prevailing vice goes for no- 
thing; being either notapplied, or paffing 
only for libel and (lander proceeding from 
the malice and envy of party. I have 
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I have Tome thought, that if I had 
lived at Rotne in the time of the! firft /r/- 
ufm)irate^ 1 fliould have been tempted to 
write a letter, as^ from an unknown hand, 
to thofe three great men who had theri 
ufurped the fovereign power; wherein I 
would freely and fincerely tell each of 
them that fault which I conceived was moffc 
odious, and of wcm^ confequence to the 
commonwealth. That to Craffus (hould 
ha^^e been fent to him after his conquefts in 
Mefopotamia^ and in the following terms. 

" Tor Marcus CraJfuSy health. 



cc 



IP you apply, as you ought, what I 
now write, you will be more obliged 
*' to mc than to all- the world, hardly ex- 
** cepting your parents or your countiy. 
** I intend to tell you, without difguife or 
** prejudice, the opinion which the word 
** hath entertained of you; and, to let you 
"fee I write this without any fort of ill 
" will, you fhall firft hear the fentiments 
" they have to your advantage. No man 
" difputes the gracefulnefs of your perfon; 
" you are allowed to have a good and 
6 ** clear 
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*' clear underftanding, cultivated by the 
*' knowledge of men and manners, al- 
*' though not by literature', you are no ill 
** orator in the fcnate ; you are faid to ex- 
** eel in the art of bridling and fubduing 
** your anger, and ftifling or concealing 
" yourrefentments; you have been a mofl 
" fuccefsful general, of long experience, 
** great condudl, and much perfonal cou- 
" rage ; you have gained many important 
" vidpries for the commonwealth, and 
*' forqsd the ftrongeft towns in Mefopo- 
** tamia to furrender, for which frequent 
*^ Supplications have been decreed by the 
** fenate. Yet, with all thefe qualities, and 
'* this merit, give me leave to fay, you are 
** neijiher beloved by the Patricians nor 
*' Plebeians at hoitie, nor by the officers 
** or private foldiers of your own army 
** abroad. And do you know, Crajfus, 
" that this is owing to a fault of which 
** you may cure yourfelf by one minute*s 
*' reflexion? What (hall I fay ? You are 
" the righeft perfon in the commonwealth ; - 
" you have no mal^ child; your daughters 
" are all married to wealthy Patricians ; 
** you are far in the decline of life, and 

" yet 



cc 



i;r4 THE EXAMINER. N° 2jf. 
** yet you are deeply ftained with that o- 
** dious and ignoble vice of conjetoufnefs, 
** It is affirmed, that you defcend even to 
" the meaneft and moft fcandalous de- 
** grees of it ; and while you poflefs fo 
*' many millions, while you are daily ac- 
** quiring fo many more, you are folicitous 
how to fave a {m^tfejierce ; of which 
an hundred ignominious inftances are 
" produced, and in all mens mouths. 1 
" will only mention that paflagc of the 
** bujkins *, which, after abundance of per- 
" fuafion, you would hardly fuffer to be 
** cut from your legs, when they were fo 
" wet and cold that to have kept them 
" on would have endangered your life. 

" Inftead of ufing the common argu- 
" ments to difluade you from this vveak- 
•* nefs, I will endeavour to convince you, 
** that you are really guilty of it; and leave 
** thecure to your own good fenfe. Forper- 
" haps you are not yet perfuaded that this 
** is your crime; you have probably never 
" yet been reproached for it to your face ; 
" and what you are now told comes from 

* Wet ftockings. 

" one 



V'zj. THE EXAMINER. . 175 
" one unknown, and it may be from an 
" enemy. You will allow yourfelf indeed 
^* to be prudent in the management of 
" your fortune ; you are not a prodigal, 
" like ClodiuSy or Catiline \ but furely that 
" deferves not the name of avarice. I will 
" inform you how to be convinced. Dif- 
" guife your perfon, go among the com- 
" men people in Rome^ introduce dif-- 
" courfes about yourfelf, enquire your own 
" charader : do the (lime in your camp ; 
*^ walk about it in the evening, hearken 
" at every tent ; and if you do not hear 
"every mouthcenfuring, lamenting, curf- 
*' ing this vice in you, and even you for 
" this vice, conclude yourfelf innocent. 
" If you be not yet perfuaded, fend for 
^^ AtticuSy Servius Sulpicius^ Cato^ ovBru- 
" tus ; they are all your friends; conjure 
*' them to tell you ingenuoufly, which is 
*' your great fault, and which they would 
" chiefly wifh you to corredl ; if they do 
** not agree in their verdift, in the name of 
*^ all the gods you are acquitted. 

" When your adverfaries refled how 
" far you are gone in this vice, they are 
** tempted to talk as if we owed our fuc- 
" ceffes not to your courage or condud, 

" but 
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*' but to thofe veteran troops you com " 
** mand; who are able to conquer unde "^ 
*' any generaly with fo many brave anc::^ 

*' experienced officers to lead them. Be 

*' lides, we know the confequences you^^ 
" avarice hath often occafioned. Th^^ 
*' foldier hath been (larving for bread^^ 

** furrounded with plenty, and in an ene 

*' my's country ; but all wvAtx fafeguards^ 
** and contributions ; which, if you ha 
*' fometimes pleafed to have exchange^ 
•* for provijions^ might, at the expence o: 
" a 'Lev/ talents in a campaign, have ft 
" endeared you to the army, that they^ 
" would have defired you to lead them to^=^ 
*' the utmoft limits of Afia. But you^Ki 
'* rather chofe to confine your conquefb^S 

** within the fruitful country of Mefopo 

** tamiay where plenty of money mighcur 
'* be raifed. How far that fatal greedinefs?^ 
** of gold may have influenced you ia 
" breaking ofF the treaty with the old 
** Parthian king Orodes, you beft can tell ; 
" your enemies charge you with it ; your 
** friends offer nothing material in your 
** defence ; and all agree, there is nothing 
" fo pernicious which the extremes of a- 
** varice may not be able to infpire. 

« The 
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** The moment you quit this vice, you 
Vill be a truly great man ; and ftill there 
vill imperfediions enough remain to^con - 

** vince us, you are not zgod. Farewel." 

Perhaps a letter of this nature, fent to 
lb reafonable a man as CraJfuSy might 
liave put him upon examining into him- 
felf, and corre^fting that little fordid ap- 
petite fo utterly inconfiftent with all pre- 
tences to heroifm* A youth in the heat of 
blood may plead with fome (hew of rea- 
ibn, that he is not able to fubdue his lufts« 
An ambitious man may ufe the fame ar- 
guments for his love of power j or perhaps 
other arguments to juftify it. But excels 
of avarice hath neither of thefe plieas to 
oficr ; it is not to be juftified, and cannot 
pretend temptation for excufe. Whence 
can the temptation come? Reafon dif- 
claims it altogether; and it cannot be faid 
to lodge in the blood , or the animal fpirits. 
So that I conclude, no man of true 'valour^ 
'and true underjianding^ upon ischom this 
'vice hath Jiolen unawares ^ when he is con- 
vinced be is guilty y will fuffer it to remain 
m bis breaft an hour* 
Vol. VIII. N N U M- 
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Thurfday, February 1 5, 1 7 1 o- 1 1 , 

Inukus ut tu rifiris Cotyttta f 

An afifwer to the letter t9 /^^ Examiner. 

Sir, LiOndm^ Fek 15, 1710-11^ 

AL T H O U G H I have wanted leifuit 
to acknowledge the honour of f 
letter you was pleafed to write to me a* 
bout fix months ago; yet I have been ver) 
careful in obeying fome of your com- 
mands, and am going on as fafl: as I car 
with the reft. I wifli you had thought & 
to have conveyed them to me by a more 
private hand than that of. the printing- 
houfe: for, although I was pleafed with s 
pattern of ftyic and fpirit which I pro* 
pofed to imitate, yet I was forry the world 
fhould be a witnefs how far I fell (Kort in 
both. V 

I am afraid you did not eonfidfer, what 

an abundance of work you have cut out 

for me; neither am i at all comforted by 

the promife you are fo kind to make, that 

5 when 
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^ben I have perforfnedmy tajk, D n 

vail blujh in his grave among the deady 
^alpole/7wo«^ the livings andeven Volpone 
^aJl feel fame remorfe. How the gentleman 
1 \{\^ grave may have kept his counte- 
ance, I cannot inform you, having no 
cquaintance at all with the fexton : but 
or the other two, I take leave to aflure you, 
here have not yet appeared the leaft figns 
'f blujhing or retnorfe in either, although 
"ifne very good opportunities have offered, 
^ they had thought fit to accept them : 
:> that, with your permiflion, I had rather 
ngage to continue this work until they be 
*z their graves too; which I am fure will 
lappcn much fooner than the other. 

You defirc I would ci^t^kfome of thofe 
ndignities offered lafl year to her tnajejly, 
'. am ready to oblige you ; and have got 
I pretty tolerable colleftion by me, which 
[ am in doubt whether to publifli by itfelf 
n a large volume in folio, or fcatter them 
icre and there occafionally in my papers : 
Jthough indeed I am fometimes thinking 
ftifle them altogether; bccaufe fuch a 
liftory will be apt to give foreigners a 
nonftrous opinion of our country. But 

N 2 fmce 
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fince it is your abfolute opinion, that the 

world ftiould be informed ; I will with the 

firftoccafion pick out a few choice infiancu^ 

and let them take their chance in the enfu- 

ing papers. I have likewife in my cabinet 

certain quires of paper, filled with fadls of 

corruption, mifmanagement, cowardice, ■ 

treachery, avarice, ambition, and the like; 

with an alphabetical table, to fave trouble. 

And perhaps you will not wonder at the 

care I take to be {q well provided, when 

you confider the vaft expence I am at 

I feed weekly two or three wit-Jiarvei 

writers, who have no other vifible fup- 

port ; befides feveral others, who live upon 

my offals. In (hort, I am like a nurfC} 

who fuckles twins at one time; and hath 

befides one or two whelps conftantly to 

draw her breafls. 

I muil needs confefs (and it is with 
grief I fpeak it) that I have been the in- 
nocent caufe of a great circulation of dul- 
nefs : at the fame time I have often won- 
dered how it hath come to pafs, that thefe 
induftrious people, after poring fo con- 
flan tly upon the Examiner^ a paper writ 
with plain fenfe and' in a tolerable ftyle, 

have 
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have made fo little improvement. I am 
fureit would have fallen, out quite other- 
wife with me : for, by what I have (een of 
fheir performances (and I am credibly in- 
iwmed, they are all of a piece), if I had 
perufed them until now, I {hould have 
been fit for little, but to make an advocate 
in the fame caufe. 

You, firj perhaps will wonder, as mod 
others do, what end thefe angry folks pro- 
pofe in writing perpetually againfl the 
Examiner: it is not to beget a better 
opinion of the late miniftry, or with any 
hope to convince the world, that I am in 
the wrong in any one faft 1 relate; they 
know all that to be loft labour, and yet 
their defign is important enough : they 
would fain provoke me, by all forts of 
methods within the length of their ca- 
pacity, to anfwer their papers ; which 
would render mine wholly ufelefs to the 
public: for, if it once came to rejoinder 
and reply, we (hould be all upon a level ; 
and then their work would be done. 

There is one gentleman * indeed, who 
hath written three fmall pamphlets upon 

* Dr. Hare^ aftcrwrards bifhop of CMcheJier. 

N 3 the 
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the management of the war y and the treaty 
of peace. Thefe I had intended to have 
beftow ed a paper in examining ; and could 
eafily have made it appear, that whatever 
he fays of truth relates not at all to the 
evils we complain of or controlls one 
fyllable of what I have ever advanced. 
No body that I know of did ever difpute 
the duke of Marlborough^ s courage, con- 
dud, or fuccefs; they have been always 
unqueftionable, and will continue to be fo, 
in fpite of the malice of his enemies, or, 
which is yet more, the weaknefs of hii 
advocates. The nation only wiflies to fee 
him taken out of ill hands, and put into 
better. But what is all this tothecondud 
of the late miniftry, the (hameful mif- 
managements in Spain^ or the wrong ftcpj 
in the treaty of peace; the fecrct of which 
will not bear the light, and is confequent- 
ly by this author very poorly defended ? 
Thefe, and many other things, I would 
have fhewn ; but upon fecond thoughts de- 
termined to have it done in a difcourfe by 
icfclf, rather than take up room here, and 
break into the defign of this paper, from 
whence I have refolved to banifh contro- 

veriy 
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verfy as much as pofliblc. But the poft- 
(cript to his third pamphlet was enough 
to difguft me from having any dealings at 
all with fuch a writer ; unlefs that part was 
left to fom6 footman he hath picked up 
among the boys who follow the camp, 
whofe character it would fuit much better 
than that of the fuppofed author : at leaft, 
the foul language, the idle, impotent me- 
naces, and the grofs perverting of an in- 
nocent expreffion in the fourth Examiner^ 
joined to that refpeft I fliall ever have for 
the fundion of a flfe//^^, would incline me 
to believe fo. But, when he turns off his 
footmatiy and difclaims that poftfcript, I 
will tear it out, and fee how far the reft 
defcrves to be confidered. 

But fir, I labour under a much greater 
difficulty, upon which I (bould be glad to 
hear your advice. I am worried on one 
fide by the whigi for being too fevere ; 
and by the tories on the other for being 
ioo gentle, I have formerly hinted a com- 
plaint of this ; but, having lately received 
two peculiar letters, among many others, 
I thought nothing could better reprefent 
my condition, or the opinion which the 

N 4 warm 
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warm men of both fides have of my con- 
du&, than to fend you a tranfcript of each. 
The former is exadly in thefe words : 

" To the Examiner » 

" Mr. Examiner, 

"By your continual refledling up- 
** on the conduA of the late miniftry, 
" and by your encomiums on the prefent, 
** it is as clear as the fun at noon- day ^ that 
** you are z.jefuitj or nonjuror,, employed 
♦* by the friends of the pretender to en- 
** deavour to introduce popery znAJkpvery 
** and arbitrary power^ and to infringe the 
* * Jacredzi^ for toleration ofdiffenters. Now 
" fir, fince the moji ingenious authors^ who 
** write weekly againft you, are not able 
** to teach you better manners, I would 
♦* have you to know, that thofe great and 
" excellent men, as low as you think them 
** at prefent, do not want friends that will 
" take the firft proper occafion to cut your 
** throaty as all fuch enemies to modera- 
** tion ought to be ferved. It is well you 
*' have cleared another perfbn from being 
** author of your curfed libels j although, 

*«d--n 
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*' d — n me, perhaps after all, that may 
** be a bamboozle too. However, I hope 
" we (hall foon ferret you out. Therefore 
*' I advife you as a friend to let fall your 
" pen, and retire betimes; for our patience 
" is now at an end. It is enough to lofe 
" our power and employments, without 
" fetting the whole nation againit us. 
** Confider, three years is the life of a 
" party; d — n me, every dog hath his day, 
" and it will be our turn next: therefore 
" take warning, and learn to Jleep in a 
" whole Jkin ; or, whenever we are upper- 
" moft, by G— d you fhall find no mer- 
" cy." 

The other letter was in the following 
terms: 

** To the Examiner. 

"Sir, 
" I am a country mwiber^ and conftant- 
" ly fend a dozen of your papers down to 
** my eleBors, I have read them all, but, 
" I confefs, not with the fatisfa^tion I ex- 
** peftcd. It is plain you know a great 

" deal 
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** neal more than you write ; why will you 
*' not let us have it all out? Wc arc told, 
** that the Queen hath been a long time 
" treated with infolence by thofe flic 
** hath moft obliged. Pray, fir, let us have 
** a few good ftories upon that head. We 
** have been cheated of feveral millions; 
*' why will not you fet a mark on the 
** knaves who arc guilty, and (hew us 
*' what ways they took to rob the publick 
** at fuch a rate ? Inform us, how we came 
" to be difappointed of peace about two 
" years ago. In (hort, turn the whole 
" myftery of iniquity infide out, that e- 
very body may have a view of it. But 
above all explain to us, what was the 
** bottom of that (ime impeachment: lam 
" fure I never liked it ; for at that very 
** time a dijjenting preacher in our neigh- 
" bourhood came often to fee our parfon ; 
" it could be for no good, for he would 
** walk about the barns and the ftables, 
" and defired to look into the church, as 
<* whojkouldfay^ Thefe willjhortly be mine : 
** and we all believed, he was then con- 
<* triving fome alterations, againft he got 
** into pofleilion. And I fhall never forget 

« that 
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** that a whig juftice ofFered me then very 
** high for my bifliop's leafe. I muft be 
" fo bold to tell you, fir, that you are too 
" favourable: lamfuretherewas no living 
" in quiet for us, while they were in the 
^-^-faddle. I was turned out of the commif- 
" (ion, and called 2l Jacobite^ although it 
" coft me a thoufand pounds in joining 
" with the prince of Orange at the Revo- 
" lution. The difcoveries I would have you 
" make, arc oi fbme fadls, for which they 
'* ought to be hanged; not that I value 
** their heads, but I would fee them ex- 
•* pofed, which may be done upon the 
** owners poulders as well as upon zpole,^* 
etc, 

Thcfe, fir, are the lentiments of a whole 
party on one fide, and of confiderablc 
numbers on the other : however, taking 
the medium between thefe extremes, I think 
to go on as I have hitherto done, although 
I am fcnfible my paper would be more 
popular, if I did not lean too much to the 
favourable fide. For nothing delights the 
people more, than to fee their oppreflbrs 
humbled, and all their adtions painted 

with 
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with proper colours, fet out in open view, 
exaSlos tyrannos denfum humeris libit aure 
vulguf. 

But as for the ivhigs, I am in Tome 
doubt, whether this mighty concern, they 
fliew for the honour of the late miniftry, 
may not be afteded; at leaft whether 
their mafters will thank them for their 
zeal in fuch a caufe. It is, I think, a 
known ftory of a gentleman, who fought 
another for calling him fon of a whore ; 
that the lady defired her fon to make 
no more quarrels upon that fubje<St, ie- 
caufe it was true. For pray, fir, doth it not 
look like a jed, that fuch a pernicious 
crew, after draining our wealth, and dif« 
covering the moft deftrudive defigns a- 
gainft our church and ftate, inftead of 
thanking fortune that they are got ofFfafe 
in their perfons and plunder, (hould hire 
thefe bullies of the pen, to defend their 
reputations? I remember, I thought it the 
hardeft cafe in the world, when a poor 
acquaintance of mine having fallen in a- 
mong ftiarpers, where he loft all his mo- 
ney, and then complaining he was cheated, 
got a good beating into the bargain y<ir 

offering 
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offering to affront gentlemen. I believe the 
only rcafon, why thefe purloiners of the 
publick caufe fuch a clutter to be made 
about their reputations, is to prevent in- 
quifitions that might tend towards making 
^em refund : like thofe women they call 
jbop-liftersy who, when they are challenged 
for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry 
and afironted, for fear of being fearched. 
I will difmifs you, iir, when I have 
taken notice of one particular. Perhaps 
you may have obferved, in the tolerated 
fa(Sious papers of the week, that the earl 
oiRochefier is frequently reflected on, for 
having been ecclefiaftkal cotnmifftoner^ and 
lord treafurer, in the reign of the late king 
James. The fad is true ; and it will not 
be denied, to his immortal honour, that, 
becaufe he could not comply with the 
meafures then taking, he religned both 
thofe employments ; of which the latter 
was immediately fupplied by a commiflion, 
compofed of two popifh lords, and the 
prefent earl of Godolphin, 
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NUMBER XXIX: 

Thurfday, February 22, 1710-11. 



Laus fumma infortunae bonis ^ non extuli^ 
fe in potejlate^ non fuijfe infolentem in 
pecimia^ non fe praetulijfe aliis propter 
abundantiam fortunae. ' 

I AM confcious to myfelf, that I write 
this paper with no other intention but 
that of doing good. I never received in- 
jury from the late miniftry ; nor advantage 
from the prefent, farther than in common 
with every good fubjed. There were a- 
mong the former one or two, who muft 
be allowed to have poflefled very valuable 
qualities; bur, proceeding by a fyftem of 
politicks which our coiiftitution could not 
fuffer, and difcovering a contempt of all 
religion, efpecially of that which hath been 
fo happily eftabliftied among ns ever fincc 
the Reformation; they feem to have been 
juftly fufpeded of no very good inclina* 
tions to either* 

It is poflible, that a man may fpecula- 
tivcly prefer the conftitution of another 

coun- 
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Duntry, or an Utopia of his own, before 
lat of the nation where he is born and 
/es ; yet, from confidering the dangers 
'innovation, the corruptions of mankind, 
id the frequent impoflibility of reducing 
[eas to practice, he may join heartily in 
referving the prefent order of things, and 
s a true friend to the government al- 
ady fettled. So in religion, a man may 
srhaps have little or none of it at heart ; 
ity if he conceals his opinions, if he en- 
^vours to make no profelytes, advances 
3 impious tenets in writing or difcourfe ; 
, according to the common atheiftical 
otion, he believes religion to be only a 
3ntrivance of politicians for keeping the 
ulgar in awe, and that the prefent model 
better adjufted than any other to fb 
(eful an end; although the condition of 
ich a man, as to his own future (late, 
e very deplorable ; yet Providence, which 
ften works good out of evil, can make 
iren fuch a man an indrument for con- 
ibuting towards the prefervation of the 
burch. 

On the other fide; I take a (late to be 
ruly in danger, both as to its religion and 

govern- 
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government, when a fett of ambitious po- 
liticians, bred up in a hatred to the con- 
flitution, and a contempt for all religion, 
are forced upon^ exerting thefe qualities in 
order to keep or increafe their power, by 
widening their bottom, and taking in (like 
Mahomet) fonie principles from every par- 
ty, that is in any way difcontented at the 
prefent faith and fettlement ; which was 
manifeftly our cafe. Upon this ^occafion, 
I remember to have afked fome confidera- 
ble whigs^ whether it did not bring a dif- 
reputation upon their body, to have the 
whole herd of pre{by terians, independents, 
atheifts, anabaptifts, deifts, quakers, and 
Socinians, openly and univerfally lifted un- 
der their banners? They anfwered, that 
all this was abfolutely neceflary, in order 
to make a balance againft the (ories; and 
all little enough : for indeed, it was as 
much as they could poflibly do, although 
aflifted with the abfolute power of diipo- 
ling of every employment ; while the bulk 
of the Englijh gentry kept firm to their 
old principles in church and ftate. 

But, notwithftanding what I have hi- 
therto faid, I ^m informed, feveral among 

the 
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the v^igs continue ftill fo refradory, that 
they will hardly allow the heads of their 
party to have entertained any defigns of 
ruining the conftitution ; or that .they 
would have endeavoured it if they had 
continued in power. I beg their pardon, 
if I have difcovered a fecret ; but who 
tould imagine they ever intended it fliould 
be one, after thofe CFoert-aBs with which 
they thought lit to conclude Hdtvc farce? 
But perhaps they now find it convenient 
to deny vigoroufly ; that the queftion may 
remain, *mhy was the old miniftry changed^ 
which they urge on without ceafing, as 
if no occasion in the leaft had been given ; 
but that all were owing to the inlinuations 
of crafty men, pra<9:ifing upon the weak- 
ncfs of an eafy prince : I fliall therefore 
bffcr, among an hundred, one reafon for 
this change, which I think would juftify 
any monarch, who ever reigned, for the 
likeproceeding. 

It is notorious enough, how highly 
princes have been blamed in the hiftories 
of all countries, particularly of our own, 
upon the account of their minions^ who 
have been ever juftly. odious to the people 
Vol. VIII. O for 
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for their infolence and avarice, and engrof» 
linji the favours ot their mafters. Whoever 
hath been the leaft converfant in the Eng- 
Lip ftory, cannot but have heard of Gavef- 
ioriy the Spencers,, and fome others ; who, 
by the excefs and abufe of their power, 
coft the princes they ferved, or rather go- 
verned, their crowns andHves. However, 
in the cafe of m'miofts^ it muft at leaft be 
acknowledged, that the prince is pleafed 
and happy, although his fubjeds be ag- 
grieved ; and he has the plea of friendfhip 
to cxcufe him, which is a difpofition of 
generous minds. Befides, a wife minioriy 
although he be haughty to others, is hum- 
ble and in(inuating to his mafter, and cul- 
tivates bis favour by obedience and re- 
fped. But our misfortune hath been a 
great deal wof fe ; we have fufFered for 
fome years under the oppreflion, the ava- 
rice, and infolence of thofe for whom the 
Q^iEEN had neither efteem nor friendflaipj 
.who rather feemed to fnatch their own 
dues, than receive the favour of their fo- 
vereign; and were fo far from returning 
jefpedV, that they forgot common good- 
mauticrs. They impofed on their princ^ 

by 
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by urging the necejfity of affairs of their 
ttwn creating: they firft raifed difficulties, 
and then offered them as arguments to 
keep themfeJves in power. They united 
themfelvres, againft nature and principle, 
to a party they had always abhorred, and 
ivhich was now content to come in upon 
any terms, leaving them and their crea- 
tures in full pofleffion of the court : then 
th^y urged the formidable ftrength of that 
party, and the dangers which muft follow 
by difobliging it. So that it feems almofl: 
a miracle, how a princefs thus bcfieged 
on all fides could alone have courage and 
prudence enough to extricate herfelf. 

And indeed there is a point of hiftory 
relating to this matter, which well deferv- 
cth to be confidered. When her majefty 
came to the crown, (he took into favour 
and employment feveral perfons, who were 
sfteemed the beft friends of the old con- 
llitution \ among whom none were reck- 
oned further gone in the high-church prin- 
::iple$ (as they are ufually called) than two 
DT three who had at that time mod credit; 
and ever fince, until within thefe izvf 
months, poflefTed all power at court. So 

O 2 that 
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that the firft umbrage given to the whigSj 
and the pretences for clamouring againft 
Vrance and the pretender^ were derived 
from them. And I believe nothing ap- 
peared then more unlikely, than that fuch 
different opinions (hould ever incorporarej 
that party having upon former occafions 
treated thofe very perfons with enmilji 
enough. But fome lords then about court, 
and ill the Queen's good graces, notable 
to endure thofe growing impofitions upon 
the prince and people, prefumed to inter- 
pofe ; and were confequently foon remov- 
ed and difgraccd. However, when a moft 
exorbitant grant was propofed, antecedent 
to any vifible merit, it mifcarried in paf- 
liamenr, for want of being feconded by 
thofe who had moft credit in the houfe j 
and who, having always oppofed the like 
excefies in a former reign, thought it their 
duty to do fo ftill, to fbew the world that 
the diilike was not againft perfons, but 
things. But this was to crofs the oligarchy 
fn the tendereft point ; a point whicb 
Qutweighed all confiderations of duty and 
gratitude to their prince, or regard to the 
conftitirtion : and iherefdre, after having 

iu 
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in feveral private meetings concerted mea- 
fures with their old enemies, and granted 
as well as received conditions; they began 
to change their ftyleand their countenance, 
and to put it as a maxim in the mouths of 
their emilTaries, lh2X England mi^fl befaved 
by whigs* This unnatural league was af- 
terwards cultivated by another incident, I 
mean the aSl of fecurity^ and the confe- 
quences of it, which every body knows; 
when (to ufe the words qf my correfpon- 
dent *) thefovereign authority was parceled 
0ut among the faSiion^ and made the pur-f 
^hafe of indemnity for an offending minifter* 
Thus the union of the two kingdoms im- 
proved that between the miniltry and the 
^unto^ which was afterwards cemented by 
their mutual danger in that ftorm they fo 
narrowly efcaped about three years ago, but 
however was not quite perfeded till prince 
Qeorges f ^eath ; and then they went lov- 
ingly on together, both fatisfied with their 
feveral (hares, and at full liberty to gratify 
their predominant inclinations ; the firft, 
their avarice and ambition ; the other, their 
models of innovation in church and ftate, 

* Letter to the Examiner. 

■J- Prince Gtsrge of Denmarky hufband to the queen. 

O 3 There-. 
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Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive 
ths^t baffled queftion, why was the late mi- 
nijiry changed^ may receive the following 
anfvver ; that it was become neceflary, by 
the infolence and avarice of fome about 
the Queen, who, in order to perpetuate 
their tyranny, had made a monftrous al- 
liance with thofe who profefs principles 
deftru£live to our religion and government. 
If this will not f jfficc, let him make an 
abftrad of all the abufes I have mentioned 
in my former papers, and view them to- 
gether ; after which if he ftill remain ur\- 
fatisfied, let him fufpend his opinion a few 
weeks Ibnger. Although, afterall, \ think 
the queftion as trifling as that of the pa- 
pifts, when they afk us, where was our re- 
ligion before Luther ? And indeed the mi- 
niilry was changed for the fame reafons 
that religion was reformed ;• becaufe a 
tho'jfand corruptions had crept into the 
clijcipline and doEirine of the Jibte, by the 
pridcr, the avarice, the fraud, and the am- 
bition of thofe who adminijiered to us infc-i 
cular affairs, 

I heard myfelf cenfured the other day 
in a coffee-houfe, forfeeming toglaqceiq 

the 
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the letter to Crajfus againft a great man, 
who is ftill in employment, and likely to 
continue fb. What if I had really intended, 
that fuch an application (hould be given 
it ? I cannot perceive how I could bejuftly 
blamed for fo geiltle a reproof. If I faw a 
handfome young fellow going to a ball at 
court with a great fmut upon his face 5 
could he take it ill in me to point out the 
place, and defire him with abundance of 
good words to pull out his handkerchief 
and wipe it off; or bring him to a glafs, 
where he might plainly fee it with his 
own eyes ? Doth any man think 1 (hall 
fuffer my pen to inveigh againft vices, 
only becaufe they are charged upon per- 
fons who are no longer in power? Every 
body knows, that certain vices are more 
or lefs pernicious according to the ftations 
of thofe who poffefs them. For example, 
lewdnefs and intemperance are not of fo 
bad confequences in a town-rake as in a 
divine ; cowardice in a lawyer is more fup- 
portable than in an officer of the army. 
If I fhould find fault with an admiral be- 
caufe he wanted /W/>^;?^, or an alderman 
for not underftanding Greek', that indeed 

O 4 would 
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would be to go out of the way for occa- 
fion of quarreling. But exceflive avarice 
in a general is, I think, the greateft dekO. 
he can be liable to, next to the want of 
courage and conduct, and may be attended 
with the moft ruinous confequences, as it 
was in Crajfusy who to that vice alone 
owed the deftrudion of himfelf and his 
jirmy. It is the fame thing in praifing mens 
excellencies ; which are more or lefs valu- 
able, as theperfon you commend hath oc? 
cafion to employ them. A man may per-^ 
haps mean honeftly ; yet, if he be not able 
to fpel!, he fliall never have my vote to be 
a fecretary. Another may have wit and 
learning in a poft where honefty with 
plain common fenfe are of much more 
ufe. You may praife a foldier for his ikill 
at chefs f becaufe it is faid to be a military 
game, and the emblem of drawing up an 
army ; but this to a treafurer would be no 
more a compliment, than if you called 
him ugamejler or 2i jockey, 

P. S, I have received a letter relating 
XoMv* Greenfiieids'y theperfon that < 
fent it may know, that I will fay 
fomething to it in the next paper. 

NUM- 
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NUMBER XXX. 
Thurfday, February 22, 1710-11, 

^uae enim domus tarn Jiabilisy quae tarn 
jirtna cvmtas ejly quae non odiis atque 
diffidiis funditus pojjit everti f 

IF we examine what focieties of men are 
in clofeft union among themfelves, we 
(hall find them either to be thofe who are 
engaged in fome evil defign, or who la- 
bourunderonedommon misfortune. Thus 
the troops of banditti in feveral countries 
abroad, the knots of highwaymen in our 
pwn nation, the feveral tribes o{ JharperSy 
thieves.^ and pick-pockets^ with many others, 
gre fo firmly knit tc^ether, that nothing 
is more difiicult than to break or difiblve 
their feveral gangs : fo likewife thofe who 
are fellow- fuflerers under any misfortune^ 
whether it be in reality or opinion, are 
ufually contraded into a very Arid union; 
as we may obferve in ^<^papifis through- 
out this kingdom, under thofe real diffi- 
culties which are juftly put on them ; and 
|n the feveral fchifms oi prejbyteriansy and 

other 
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other feds, under that grievous perfecution 
of the modern kind, called want ofpffmr. 
And the reafon why fuch confederacies are 
kept fo facred.and inviolable, is very plain; 
becaufe, in each of thofe cafes I have men^ 
tioned, the whole body is moved by one 
fpirit in purfuit of one general end, and 
the intereft of individuals is not croficd by 
each other or by the whole. 

Now both thefe motives are joined to 
unite x\ithigh-fiyingisohigs at prefent : they 
have been always engaged in an evildefigriy 
and of late they are fafter riveted by 
that terrible calamity, the lofs of power. 
So that whatever defign a mifchievous 
crew of dark confederates may poffibly 
entertain, who will ftop at no means tp 
compafs them, may be juftly apprehended 
from thefe. 

On the other fide, thofe who wiQi well 
to the publick, and would gladly contri- 
bute to its fervice, are apt to differ in their 
opinions about the methods of promoting 
it ; and when their party flouriflies, are 
fometimes envious at thofe in power ; ready 
to over- value their own merit, and be im* 
patient until it be rewarded by the mca*- 

furQ 
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fure they have prefcriBed for themfelves. 

There is a further topick of contention, 

^ivhich a ruling party is apt to fall into, in 

relation to retrofpeSiionSy and enquiry into 

paft mifcarriages ; whcttinfome are thought 

too warm and zealous^ others too cool and 

remifs ; while in the mean time thefe di- 

vifions are induftrioully fomented by the 

difcarded fadion ; which, although it be 

an old pradice, hath been much improved 

in the fchools of the jefuitSy who, wherii 

they defpaired of perverting this nation to 

p)pery by arguments or plots againfl: the 

flate, fent their emifiaries to fubdivide us 

into fchifms. And this expedient is now 

with great propriety taken up by our men 

"of incenfed moderation ; becaufe they fup- 

pofe themfelves able to attack the ftrongeft 

of our fubdivifions, and fo fubdue us one 

after another. Nothing better refembles 

this proceeding than that famous combat 

between the Horatii and Curiatii\ where 

two of the former being killed, the third, 

who remained entire and untouched, was 

able to kill his three wounded adverfaries, 

after he had divided them by a flratagem. 

I vyell knovi^ with how tender a hand ail 

this 
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this {hpuld be touched s yet at the fame 
time I think it my duty to warn the friends, 
as well as expofe the enemies of the pub- 
lic weal ; and to begin preaching up union 
upon the firft fufpicion that any fteps are 
made to difturb it. 

But the two chieffubjedsof difcontent, 
whicliupon moft great changes in the ma- 
nagement of public affairs are apt to. 
breed differences among thofe who are in 
pofTedlon, are what I have juft now men- 
tioned ; a defire of punifhing the corrup- 
tion of former managers ; and the reward- 
ing merit among thofe who have been 
any way inflru mental or confenting to the 
change. The firfl of thefe is a point fb 
nice, that I (hall purpofely waive it: but 
the latter I take to fall properly within my 
diftri<3:. By merity I here underfland that 
value which every man puts upon his own 
defervings from the publick. And I be- 
lieve, there could not be a more difficult 
employment found out, than that o{ fay- 
majler- general to this fort of merit ; or a 
more noify, crowded place, than a court 
oi judicature creded to fettle and adjuft 
every man's claim upon that article. I 

imagine^ 
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imagine, if this had fallen into the fancy 
ijf the ancient poets, they would have 
drefled it up after their manner into an 
agreeable fiftion; and given us a genealogy 
and defcription of merity perhaps not very 
different from that which follows. 

A ^tkal genealogy and^ defcription of 
MERIT. 

** That true Merit was the fon of 
" Virtue and Honour ; but that there was 
" likewife a fpurious child, who ufurped 
" the name, and whofe parents were Va^ 
" rnty and Impudence, That at a diftancef 
** there was a great refemblance between 
" them, and they were often miftaken fof 
" each other. That the baflardiffue had 
" a ioudjhrill voice, which was perpetually 
** employed in cravings and complaints i| 
** while the other never fpoke louder than 
•* a whifpery and was often fo bafhful that 
" he could not fpeak at all. That in all 
" great afTemblies the falfe Merit would 
" ftep before the true^ and ftand juft in 
•* his way; was conftantly at court, or 
" great mens l^ees^ or whifpering in fome 
" roinifter's ear. That the more you fed 
6 " him, 
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" him, the more hungry and importunate 
*' he grew. That he often pkfled for the 
*' true fon of Virtue and Honour^^^nd. the 
" genuine for an impoftor. That he was 
" born diftorted and a dwarf, but by force 
" of art appeared of a handfome fhape, 
** and taller than the ufual fize; and that 
** none butthofe who tirere wife and good, 
** as well as vigilant, could difcover his 
** littlenefs or deformity. That the true 
** Merit had been often forced to the in- 
** dignity of applying to the falfcy for his 
?* credit with thofe in power, and to keep 
** himfelf from ftarving. Th?itfalfe Merit 
** filled the anti-chambers with a crew of 
** his dependents and creatures, fueh as 
projeSiorSy fchematijisf occafional converts 
to a party ^ projiitute flatterers, flarveling 
** writers^ bufloons^pjallaw politicians^ empty 
** orators, and the like; who all owned 
*' him for their patron, and grew difcon* 
** tented if they were not immediately 
" fed." 

This metaphorical defcription o^ falfe. 
Merit is, I doubt, calculated for moft 
countries in Chriftendom ; as to our own, 

,: ibe- 
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believe it may be faid, with a fufE- 
ient rcferve of charity, that we are fully 
ble to reward every man among us ac- 
Ordingtohisrealdefervings: and I think 

may add, without fufpicion of flattery, 
hat never any prince had a miniftry with 

better judgment to diflinguifli between 
alfe TiXi^real merits than that which is now 
t the helm ; or whofe inclination, as well 
s intereft, was greater to encourage the lat- 
er. And it ought to be obferved , that thofe 
rrcat and excellent perfons we fee at the 
lead of aflfairs, are of the queen's ^itv;, 
)erfonaly voluntary choice', not forced upon 
ler by any infolenty vuer - grown favourite, 
)r by the pretended neceflity of complying 
vith an unruly faSiion, 

Yet thefe are the perlbns whom thofe 
candals to the prefs, in their daily pam- 
jhlets and papers, openly revile at fo 
gnorninious a rate, as I believe was ne- 
^er tolerated before under any govern- 
•nent. For furely no lawful power derived 
Tom a prince, fliould be fo far affronted, 
IS to leave thofe who are in authority ex- 
pofed to every fcurrilous libeller : becaufe 
in this point I make a mighty difference 

' between 
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between thofe who are in and thofe who 
are out of power j not upon any regard td 
their perfons, but the flations they arc 
placed in by the fovereign. And, if my 
diftindlion be right, I think I might appeal 
to any man, whether if aftranger were to 
read the invedives which are daily pub- 
liflied againft the prefent miniftry, and the 
outrageous fury of the authors againfi mc 
for cenfuring the laft; he would not con- 
clude the wbtgs to be at this time in full 
pofleflion of power and favour^ and the 
tones cnUrely At mercy. But all this riow 
fceafes to be a wonder, fince the queen 
herfelf is no longer fpared j witnefs the 
libel publidied (bme days ago under the 
title o'^ A letter to Sir Jacob Banks, where ' 
the reflexions upon her facred majefty arei 
much more plain and diredl than ever thes 
Examiner thought fit to publifh againfid 
the moft obnoxious perfons in a minijiry^ 
difcarded for endeavouring the ruin o9 
their prince and country, Ccefar indeecfl 
threatened to hang the pirates for prefum— 
ing to difturb him, while he was theis 
prifoner aboard their ibip. But it wae 
C<Efar who did fb, and he did it to a crew* 
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Ki^ public robbers \ and it became thegreat- 
nefs of his fpirit, for he lived to execute 
what he had threatened. Had they beea 
in his power and font fuch a meflage, it 
couM be imputed to nothing but the ex- 
tremes of imprudence, folly, or madnefs. 

I had a letter kft week relating to Mr*. 
Greenjhields^ an epifcopalc\txgym2iti of Scot- 
land'y and the writer feems to be a gentle- 
man of that part of Britain, I remember 
formerly to have read a printed account 
of Mr. Greenpield' s cafe, who has beert 
profecuted arid filenced for no other rea- 
ibn befides reading divine fervice after the 
inanner of the church of England to his 
own congregation, who defired it ; though, 
to the gentleman who writes to me fays^ 
there is no law in Scotland againft thofe 
meetings ; and he adds, that the fentence 
pronounced againft Mr. Greenjhields 'will 
Jhon he affirmed t iffome care be not taken to 
prtfoent it. I am altogether uninformed in 
the particulars of this cafe, and belides, to 
treat it juftly would not come within the 
compafs of my paper ; therefore I could 
wilh the gentleman would undertake it in 
a difcourfe by itfelf ; and I (hould be glad 
Vol. VIII. P he 
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he would inform the publick in one fad; 
whether epifcopal aflemblies are freely al- 
lowed in Scotland? It is notorious, that 
abundance of their clergy fled from thence 
fome years ago into £;^^/^W and /rfZ^;^^, 
as from a perfecution; but it was alledged 
by their enemies, that they refufed to take 
the oaths to the government, which how- 
ever none of them fcrupled when they 
came among us. It is fomewhat extraor- 
dinary to fee our wbigs diudi fanaticks keep 
fuch a ftir about xht /acred a£i of toleration^ 
while their brethren will not allow a con- 
nivance in fo near a neighbourhood ; efpe- 
ciaily if what the gentleman infifts on in 
his letter be true, that nine parts in ten of 
the nobility and gentry, and two in three 
of the commons are epifcopal y of which one 
argument heoffereth is the prefent choice of 
tlieirrcprefentatives in bothhoufes, though 
oppofed to the utmoft by the preachings ^ 
threatenings^ apd anathemas of the kirk. 
Such ufage to a majority may, as bethinks, 
be of dangerous confequence ; and I en- 
tirely agree with him. If thefe be the 
principles of the ^/^>6-^/r4 God prcferve, at 
leaft, the fouthern parts from their tv'-ii>', 

4 ./^' '* •• - 
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NUMBER XXXI. 

Thurfday, March 8, 1 710- 11, 

■ Garrit aniles 

Ex refahellas. 

I Had laft week fent mc by an unknown 
hand a paflage out of PlatOy with fome 
hints how to apply it. That author puts 
a fable into the mouth oi AriftophaneSy 
with an account of the original of lofve : 
that mankind was at firft created with four 
arms and legs, and all other parts double 
to what they are now; till Jupiter, as a 
punifhment for his fins, cleft him in two 
with a thunderbolt ; fince which time we 
are always looking out for our other half; 
and this is the caufe of love. But yupifer 
threatened, that if they did not mend their 
manners, he would give them t'other flit, 
and leave them to hop about in the fliape 
of figures in Saffh relievo. The effedl of this 
lafl threating, my correfpondent ima- 
gines, is now come to pafs ; and that as 
the firOi Jplitii»g was the original o{ love, 
by inclining us tofearchfor our other half; 

P 2 fo 
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fo the fecond was the caufe of batrea 
prompting us to fly from our other j 
and dividing the fame body into two, \ 
each flice the name of a party. 

I approve the fable and applicat 
with this refinement upon it : for pat 
do not only fplit a nation, but every ii 
vidual among them, leaving each but 
their ftrcngth, and wit, and honefty, 
good nature ; but one eye and ear for t 
fight and hearing, and equally lopping 
reft of the fenfes. Where parties are pr 
equal in a ftate, no man can perceive 
bad quality in his own, or good one ii 
advcrfaries. Befides, party beingadry 
agreeable fubjc£l, it renders converia 
inlipid or four, and confines invent 
1 fpeak not here of the leaders, but 
infignificant crowd of followers in a pj 
who have been the inftruments of mi; 
it in every condition and circumftanc 
life. As the zealots among ih^ Jews be 
the law about their foreheads, and wi 
and hems of their garments, fo the wo 
among us have got the diftinguifiiingm 
oi partyinihoxT mufFs, their fans, andl 
furbelows. The whig ladies put on i 

pat 
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patches in a different manner from the 
tories. They have vazA^ fchifms in i\i^ play- 
houfcy and each have their particular fides 
at the opera: and when a man changeth 
his party, he muft infaJHbly .count upon 
the lofs of his miftrefs. I aflced a gentle- 
man the other day, how he liked luch a 
lady ? But he would not give me his opi- 
nion, till I had anfwered him whether fhe 

were a whig ox a tory. Mr. , fince he 

is known to vifitthe prefent miniftry, and 
lay fbme time under a fufpicion of writing 
the Examiner, is no longer a man oiwii ; 
his very poems have contraded a ftupidity, 
many years after they were printed. 

Having lately ventured upon a meta- 
phorical genealogy of merit, I thought it 
would be proper to add another o^ party, 
or rather oifaSiion (to avoid miftake), not 
telling the reader whether it be my own, 
or a quotation, till I know how it is ap- 
proved. But whether I read, or dreamed 
it, the fable is as follows : 



u 



LIBERTY, the daughter of Op- 
predion, after having brought forth feve- 
•* ral fair children, as Riches, Arts, Learn- 

P 3 " ing. 
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** ing^ Trade, and many others, was atlaft 
*' delivered of her youngeft daughter, call- 
'* ed Faction, whom Juno, doing the of- 
** fice of the midwife, diftorted in its birth 
" out of envy to the mother, from whence 
*' it derived its peeviJI^nefs and fickly conr 
** ftitution. However, as it is often the 
** nature of parents to grow moft fond of 
*' their youngeft and difagreeableft chil- 
** dren, fo it happened with Liberty, who 
** doated on this daughter to fuch a de- 
** gree, that by her good will (he would 
*' never fuffer the girl to be out of her fight. 
** As mifs Fa&ion grew up, (he became fo 
*' termagant and froward, that there was 
** no enduring her any longer in Heavm. 
** Jupiter gave her warning to be gone ; 
'* and her mother, rather than forfake herj 
** took the whole family down to earth, 
'* She landed firft in Greece ; was expelled 
" by degrees through all the cities by her 
" daughter's ill conduct : fled afterwards 
" X.O Italy, and being baniflied thence, took 
" flielter among the Goths, with whom fhc 
*' pafled into moft parts of Europe ; but, 
** being driven out every where, (he began 
" to lofe efteem, and her daughter's faults 

" were 
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" were imputed to herfelf : fb that at 
** this time fhe has hardly a place in the 
" world to retire to. One would wonder 
" what ftrange qualities this daughter muft 
'* poflefs, fufBcient to blaft the influence 
•* of (o divine a mother, and the reft of her 
•* children. She always affeAed to keep 
•• mean and fcandalous company ; valuing 
•' no body, but juft as they agreed with 

* her in every capricious opinion fhe 
■* thought fit to take up ; and rigoroufly 
•* exading compliance, though (he chang- 
•* ed her fentiments ever fo often. Her 
'* great employment was, to breed difcord 
'* among friends and relations, and make up 
'* monftrous alliances between thofe whole 
'* difpofitions leaft refembled each other. 
•* Whoever offered tocontradid her, though 

* in the moft infignificant trifle, (he would 

* be fure to diftinguifli by fome ignomini- 
*' ous appellation^ and allow them to have 

* neither honour, wit, beauty, learning, 

* honefty, or common fenfe. She intruded 

* into all companies at the moft unfeafon- 

* able times ; mixed at balls, affemblies, 
•^ and other parties of JDleafure, haunted 
?* every coffee-houfe and bookjeller s Jhop^ and 

P 4 "by 
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' by her perpetual talking filled all places 

* with difturbance and confufion : (he 

* buzzf d about the merchant in the Ex' 

* change, the divine in his pulpit, and the 
'' fiopkeeper behind his counter. Above all,' 
!' (lie frequented public ajfemblies^ where 
^' {he fat in the fliape oS. ^xiobfcene, omimm 
♦* birdy ready topronipt \\s.x friends as they 
^' fpoke." 

If I underftand this fable of Faction 
right, it ought to be applied to thofe who 
fet themfelves up againft the true intereft 
and conftitution of their country ; which I 
wiQi the undertakers for the late miniftry 
would pleafe to take notice of, or tell us 
by what figure of fpeech they pretend to 
call fo great and unforced a majority, with 
the queer? qt //6«> head, by the name pf/i6^ 
faSiion ; which is not unlike the phraie of 
the nonjurors, who, dignifying one or t<%'Q 
deprived bifliops and half a fcore clergy- 
men of the fame ftamp with the title of 
the church of England, exclude all the reft 
as fchifmatich', or like the prefbyteriam 
laying the fame accufation, with equal 
juftice, againft the eftablillied religion. «■ 

■ And 
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And here it may be worth enquiring, 
vhat are the true charafterifticks of a fa- 
Ticn ; or how it is to be diftingujflied from 
:hat great body of the people who are friends 
:o the conftitution ? The heads of z.fc^ion 
ire ufually a fett of upQarts, or men ruined 
in their fortunes, whom fome great change 
in a government did at firft out- of their 
obfcurity produce upon the ftage. They 
aflbciate themfelves with thofe who didike 
the old eftabUHiment, reh'gious and civil, 
They are full of new fchemes ^n politicks 
jmd divjnity ; they have an incurable ha- 
tred againilthe old nobility, and ftrengthen 
their party by dependents raifed from the 
Ipweft of the people. They have feveral 
ways of working themfelves into power ; 
but they are fure to be called, when a cor- 
rupt adminiftration wants to be fupported 
ggainft thofe who are endeavouring at a 
Information ; and they firmly obferve that 
celebrated maxim of preferving power by 
the fame arts by which it is attained. They 
2iSt with the fpirit of thofe who believe 
their time is but {hort j and their firft care 
is to heap up immenfe riches at the pub- 
lic cxpencej ja whiph thfy have two ends 

l^efide^ 
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befides that common one of infatiable a- 
varicc, which are, to make themfelves ne- 
ccflary, and to keep the commonwealth 
in dependence. Thus they hope to com- 
pafs their defign, which is, inftead of fit- 
ting their principles to the conftitution, 
to alter and adjuft the conftitution to their 
own pernicious principles. 

It is eafy determining by this teft, to 
which fide the name oifaBion moft pro- 
perly belongs. But however, I will give 
them any fyftem of law or regal govern- 
ment, from William the conqueror to this 
prefent time, to try whether they can tally 
it with their late models ; excepting only 
that of Cromwell^ whom perhaps they will 
reckon for a monarch. 

If the prefent miniftry, and fo great a 
majority in the parliament and kingdom, 
be only a faEiion, it muft appear by fome 
a<51:ions which anfwer the idea we ufually 
conceive from that word. Have they ab- 
uled the prerogative of the prince, or in- 
vaded the rights and liberties of the fub- 
jedl ? have they offered at any dangerous 
innovations in church or ftate ? have they 
broached any dodrine of herefy, rebellion, 

or 
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r tyranny ? have any of them tr^ted 
jeir fovereign with infolence, engrofled 
id fold all her favours, or deceived her 
y bafe, grofs mifreprefentations of her 
10ft faithful fervants ? Thefe are the arts 
[z.faSlion^ and whoever hath pradifed 
leni, they and their followers mull take 
p with the nanie. 

It is ufually reckoned a whig principle to 
ppeal tq the peqple; but that is only 
'hen they have been fo wife as to poifon 
leirunderftandings beforehand. Will they 
ow ftand to this appeal, and be deter- 
lined by their vox populi, to which fide 
leir title oifaSiion belongs ? And that the 
eople are now left to the natural freedom 
f their underftanding and choice, I be- 
eve our adverfaries will hardly deny, 
rhey will now refufe this appeal, and it 
5 reafonable they (hould; and I will fur- 
her add, that, if our people refembled the 
>ld Grecians^ there might be danger in 
uch a trial. A pragmatical orator told a 
;reat man at Athens^ that whenever the 
)eople were in their rage, they would cer- 
ainly tear him to pieces; Yes, fays the 
)ther, and they will do the fame to you, 

when- 
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whenever tliey are in their wits. But God 
be thanked, our populace is more merciful 
in their nature, and at prefent under better 
diredion ; and the orators among us have 
attempted to confound both prerogative 
and law in their fovereign's prefence, and 
before the higheft court of judicature, with- 
out any hazard to their perfons. 

NUMBER XXXII. 
Thurfday, March 15, 1710-11. 

Non efl ea fnedictna, cum fanae parti cor- 
ports fcalpellum adhibetur^ atque snte- 
grae'y camificina efl iflay et crudelitas. 
Hi tnedentur reipublicae^ qui exfecant 
peflem aliquam^ tcinquam ftrumam civi- 
tatis, 

I AM diverted from the general fubje<3: 
of my difcourfes to reflefl upon an 
event of a very extraordinary and furprif- 
ing nature. A great minifter, in high con- 
fidence with the Queen, under whofe ma- 
nagement the weight of affairs at prefent 
is in a great meafure fuppofed to lie ; fit- 
ting in council, in a royal palace, with a 

do^en 
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dozen of the chief officers of the ftate, u 
ftabbed at the very board, in the execution 
of his office, by the hand o( a French pa-- 
fifti *, then under examination for high- 
treafon; the afTaffin redoubles his blow^ 
to make fure work ; and, concluding the 
chancellor + was diipatched, goes on with 
the fame rage to murder a principal fecre- 
tary of ftate % : and that whole noble aA 
fembly are forced to rife and draw their 
fwords in their own defence, as if a wild 
bead had been let loofe among them. 

This fad hath fome circumftances of 
aggravation, not to be paralleled by any 
of the like kind we meet with in hiftory. 
Ctefars murder being performed in the 
fenate comes neareft to the cafe; but that 
was an affair concerted by great numbers 

* Tlie abbot it BeurJuy make his peace at home, hj 

>r ho» having quitted his native aSing here as a fpy : and com- 

country, Iblicited to be em* menced a treafonable corre- 

ployed againft it in feveral fpondence: his letten were io- 

«ourts oiEmropty and affumed tercepted, and produced to> 

the title of marquis de Gmf- him by Mr. Harltjfit his ck- 

ao'd. He at length obtained a amination. 

commiffion from queen Aiau^ f Mr. Harltfy then chan- 

»nd embarked in an expedition cellor ot the exchequer, after- 

- againft /VaMf, which mifcar- wards earl of Oxford. 

ried; andhisexpedationibc- {Mr. Htnrj St. 'Jthtiy af- 

ing difappointed by the new terwuds lord BtUmghrtkt, 



■tiniftry^ be endeavoured t» 



of 
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of the chief fenators, who were likewife 
the adors in it ; and not the work of a vile 
fingle ruffian. Harry the third oi France 
was ftabbed by an enthufiaftic friary ' 
whom he fuffered to approach his perfon, 
while thofe who attended him flood at 
fome diftance. His Juccejor met the lame 
fate in a coach, where neither he nor his 
nobles in fuch a confinement were able 
to defend themfelves. In our own country 
we have, I think, but one inftance of this 
fort, which has made any noife ; I mean 
that of Fe/ton about fourfcore years ago ; 
but he took the opportunity to ftab the 
duke of Buckingham in paffing through a . 
dark lobby from one room to another. 
The blow was neither feen nor heard, and 
the murderer might have efcaped, if his 
own concern and horror, as it is ufual in 
fuch cafes, had not betrayed him. Befides, 
that adl o^ Felton will admit of. fome ex- 
tenuation from the motive he is faid to 
Jiave had : but this attempt of Guifcard 
leems to have outdone them all in every 
heightening circumftance, except the dif- 
ference of perfons between a king and a 
great minifter.; for I give ne allowance at 

all 
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all to the difference of fuccefs (which how- 
ever, is yet uncertain and depending), nor 
think it the lead alleviation to the crime, 
whatever it may be to the punifhment. 

I am fenfible, it is ill arguing from par- 
ticulars to generals, and that we ought not 
to charge upon a nation the crimes of a 
few defperate villains it is fo unfortunate 
to produce ; yet at the fame time it mufl: 
be avowed, that the French have, for thefe 
lafl centuries been fomewhat too liberal 
of their daggers upon the perfons of their 
greateft men ; fuch as the admiral de Co- 
lignyy the dukes of Guife father and fon, 
and the two kings I laft mentioned. I have 
fometimes wondered how a people, whole 
genius feems wholly turned to finging, and 
dancing, and prating, to vanity and im- 
pertinence; who lay fo much weight upon 
modes and geftures; whofe eflentialities 
are generally fo very fuperficial ; who are 
ufually fo feriou?upon trifles, and fo tri- 
fling upon what is ferious, have been ca- 
pable of committing fuch folid villainies, 
more fuitable to the gravity of a Spaniard^ 
or the filence and thoughtfulnefs of an 
Italian : unlcfs it be, that, in a nation na- 
turally 
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turally (o full of themfelves, and of lb reft* 
lefs imaginations, when any of them hap- 
pen to be of a morofe and gloomy confti- 
tution, that huddle of confufed thoughts 
for want of evaporating ufually terminates 
in rage or defpair. UArnla obferves, that 
Jacqu&s Clement * was a fort of buflbod, 
whom the reft of the friars ufed to make 
^rt with; but at laft giving his folly a 
ferious turn, it ended in enthufiafm, and 
qualified him for that defperatc zSi of 
murdering his king. 

But in the marquis de Guifcard there 
feems to have been a complication of in- 
gredients for fuch an attempt. He had 
committed feveral enormities in France^ 
was extremely prodigal and vicious, of a 
dark melancholy complexion and cloudy 
countenance, fuch as in vulgar phyfiogho- 
my is called an /// look. For the reft, his 
talents were very mean, having a fort di 
inferior cunning, but very fmall abiKties^ 
fo that a great man of the late miniftry, 
by whom he was invited over, and with 
much difcretion raifed at firft ftep, from a 

* The monk who ftabbed Htftrj III. of Frmet. 

* pro- 
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^xo9i\^X& popijh friefl to a lieutenant ge- 
neral, and colonel of a regiment of horfc, 
was ^t laft forced to drop him for (hame. 

Had fuch an accident happened under 
that miniftry, and to fo contiderable a 
member of it, they would have imme- 
diately charged it upon the whole body of 
thofe they are pleafed to call the faSiion, 
This would have been ftyled a Ugh church 
frinciple ; the clergy would have been ac- 
cufed, as promoters and abettors of the 
fadt ; committees Would have been fent, to 
promife thecriminal his lifej provided they 
might have liberty to dire(9: an,d diftate 
his confeflion ; and a black lift would have 
been printed of all thofe who had been 
ever feen in the murderer's company. But 
the prefent men in power hate and dcfpife 
all fuch deteftable arts, which they might 
now turn upon their adverfaries with 
much more plaufibility than ever thefe did 
their honourable negotiations with Greg*\ 



* In the beginninc; of the king's miniAers, to whom he 

year 1708, If'iUiam G^eg, zn trahTmitteJ the proceedings of 

under' cleric to Mr. Cccretary both houfes of parliament 

HarUy^ was detected in a cor- with refpiA to the augmcnta- 

refpondcnce with monfieur tion of the iVi/Z/A tcrces, and 

ChamiHard, one of the French other papers ol £rcat import- 

Vol. Vlir. Q^ And 
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And here it may be worth obfcrving, 
how unanimous a concurrence there is be- 
tween fome perfons once in great power 
and a French papijl ^ both agreeing in the 
great end of taking away Mr. Harleys life, 
though difFeringin theirmethods; thefirft: 
proceeding by fubornation, the other by 
violence ; wherein Guifcard feems to have 
the advantage, as aiming no further than 
his life ; while the others defigtied to de^ 
flroy at once both that and his reputation* 
The malice of both againft this gentlemaa 
feems to have rifen from the fame caufe, 
his ciifcovering defigns againft the govern- 
ment. It was Mr. Harley^ who detected the 



ance. Greg^ when he was in- 
d idled of this treafon, pleaded 
guilty, which gave occafion to 
Mr. Harleys enemies to infi- 
nuatc, that he was privy to 
Greg\ prt.fiices, and had by 
afTurances of pardon prevailed 
upon him to plead guilty, in 
order to prevent the examina - 
tionofwitncffes: thchoufeof 
lords appointed a committee 
of feven, of whom lord Sun^ 
derland.vidiS manager, to en- 
quire into the affair j thecom- 
mittec prefented an addrefs to 
the queen, in which <;omplaint 
was made,thatall yir.Harleys 
papers had been long expofed 



to the meaneft clerks in his 
office; and ic was requefled^ 
that n.ore caution might b^ 
ufed for the future. Upon this 
addrefs the execution of Grig' 
wasdtferredamonth; durmg 
which time he was folicit- 
ed, threatened, and promifed, 
but flill perfifling to take the 
whole guile upon himfelf, he 
was at length executed, hav- 
ing, in a paper which he left 
behind him,juftified Mr. fbr* 
Uy in particular ; which be 
would fcarcehave thought ne* 
cefl*. ry, if no particolar at- 
tempt had been made againft 
him. 

trca- 
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eafonable correfpondence of Greg^ and 
cured him betimes; when a certain great 
ian, who (hall be namelefs, had, out of 
tc depth of his politicks, fent him a cau- 
an to make his efcape, which would cer- 
inly have fixed the appearance of guilt 
^on Mr. Harley: but, when that was 
^evented, they would have enticed the 
>ndemned criminal, with promife of a 
irdon, to write and fign an accufation 
^ainft the fecretary : but to ufe Gregs 
iwn expreffion, his death ^uoas nothing near 

ignominious^ as would have been fuch a 
fe that mujl be faved by projlituting his 
^nfcience. The fame gentleman now lies 
abbed by his other enemy, ^ pop:jJ:> fpy^ 
''hole treafon he hath difqovered. God 
rcferve the reft of her majefty's miniftcrs 
*om fuch proieJixintSy and from fuch pa^ 
ijisi 

I fhall take occafion to hint at fome 
articularities in this furprifing fad, for 
he fake of thofe at a diftancc, or who 
nay not be thoroughly informed. The 
nurderer confcfled in Newgate^ that his 
:hief defign was againft Mr. fecretary St. 
Jobn^ who happened to change feats with 
0^2 Mr. 
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Mr. Harley for more convenience of exa- 
miningthecriminal : and being aflcedwhat 
provoked him to Aab the chancellor, he 
faid, that not being able to come at the fe- 
cretary as he intended,. it was fbme fetif- 
fa<9uon to murder the perfbn whom he 
thought Mr. 5/. John loved beft.'*. 

And here, if Mr. Harley hath ftill any 
enemies left, whom his blood fpilt in the 
public fervice cannot reconcile, I hope 
they will at leafl admire his magnanimity^ 
which is a quality efteemed even in ao 
enemy ; and I think there are few greater 
inftances of it to be found in ftory. After 
the wound was given, he was ob(erved 
neither to change his countenance, nor 
difcover any concern or diforder in his 
fpeech. He rofe up, and walked about the 
room while he was able, with the greateft 
tranquillity, during the height of the con- 
fufion. When the furgeon came, he took 
him alide, and delired he would inform 
him freely whether the wound were mor- 
tal, becaufe in that cafe, he faid, he bad 
fome affairs ta fettle relating to his family. 

* Mow much: he was mif- brokt^s letter to fir. William 
uken appear&by lord Baling- fVjiu&mu 

The 
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The blade of the penknife, broken by the 
mience of the blow againft a rib within 
1 quarter of an inch of the handle, was 
dropt out (I know not whether from the 
wound, or his cloaths) as the furgeon was 
going to drefs him : he ordered it to be 
taken up, and wiping it himfelf, gave it 
fome body to keep, faying, he thought // 
now properly belonged to him. He ftiewed 
no fort of refentment, nor fpoke one vio- 
lent word againil Guifcard, but appeared 
all the while the leaft concerned of any in 
the company ; a ftate of mind, which in 
fuch an exigency nothing but innocence 
can give, and is truly worthy of a Chriflian 
philofopher. 

' If there be really fo great a difference 
in principle between the high-flying whigs 
and Jthe friends of France, I cannot but 
repeat the quef^ion, how came they to 
join in the deftrudtion of the fame man ? 
can his death be poflibly for the intereft 
of both ? or have they both the lame quar- 
rel againft him, that he is perpetually dif- 
covering and preventing the treacherous 
defigns of our enemies? However it be, 
this great minifter may now fay with St. 

CL3 PM 
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Pa'^1, that he hath been in perils by his cnm 
countrymen^ and in perils by fir angers. 

In the midftof fo melancholy a fubjedj 
I cannot but congratulate with our owr 
country, that fuch a favage monfter as th( 
marquis de Guifi:ard is none of her pro- 
dudbion: a wretch perhaps more detefta- 
ble in his own nature, than even this bar- 
barous a6t has been yet able to reprefen 
him to the world. For there are good rea 
Tons to believe from feveral circumftances 
that he had intentions of a deeper dye thar 
thofe he happened to execute; I mear 
fuch as every good fubjcdl muft tremble tc 
think on. He hath of late been frequently 
feen going up the back ftairs at court, anc 
walking alone in an outer room adjoininj 
to her majefty's bed-chamber. Hehathof 
ten and Cwirncftly prefled; for fome time 
to have accefs to the queen, even fince hi 
correfpondence with France. And he ha 
now given fuch a proof of his difpofition 
as leaves it eafy to guefs what was befor 
in his thoughts, and what he was capabl 
of attempting. 

It is humbly to be hoped, that the le 
giflature will intcrpofe on fo extraordinary 

ai 
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an occaiion as this, and diredl a punifh- 
ment * fome way proportionable to fo 
execrable a crime. 

Rt qukunque tuum violavit vulnere corpUSf 
Morte luat merita — — 

NUMBER XXXIir. 
I'hurfday, March 22, 1 7 1 o- 1 1 . 

De libertate retinenday qua certe nihil eji 
dulcius, tibi affentior. 

TH E apologies of the ancient fathers 
are reckoned to have been the moft 
ufeful parts of their writings, and to have 
done greateft fervice to the Chrifliian re- 
ligion ; becaufe they removed thofe mif- 
Tcprefentations which had done it moft 
injury. The methods thefc writers took, 
were openly and freely to difcover every 
point of their faith, to dete<St the falfliood 
of their accufers, and to charge nothing 
upon their adverfaries but what they were 
fure to make good. This example hath 

* An kSt was immediately in tho' execution of his of$ce« 
pafied, to make an attempt on felony wicbout bejiefit of cler- 
tbc life of a privy counfellor, gy. 

Ci_4 been 
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been ill followed of later times : the papijis 
fince the Reformation uiing all arts to pal- 
liate the abfurdiiies of their tenets, and 
loading the reformers with a thoufand ca- 
lumnies ; the confequence of which hath 
been only a more various, wide, and inve- 
terate reparation. It is the fame thing in 
civil fcbifms: a iiJl^ig form? an image of a 
torjf juft after the thing he moft abhon, 
and that image ferveth to reprefent the 
whole body. 

I am not fenfiblc of any material dif- 
ference there is between thofe who call 
themfelves the old whigs, and a great ma- 
jority of tbe prefent tories, at lead by all ^ 
could ever find from examining fevera) 
perfons of each denomination. But it ma "i 
be confefled,. tliattheprefentbedyofwiS/^ 
35 they nciwconftitute that party, is a vc « 
odd mixture of mankind, being forced "• 
enlarge their bottom by taking in eve J 
heterodox profefTor, either in religion •* 
government, vvhofe opinions they w^ 
obliged to encourage for fear of lefleniC 
their number ; while the bulk of the Ian ^ 
ed men and people were entirely of 1 1^ 
old fentim'ents. However, they ftill pr< 

tendc 
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tended a due regard to the monfirchy and 
the churchy even at the time when they 
were making the largefl: fteps towards the 
ruin of both : but, not being able to wipe 
off the many accufations laid to their 
charge, they endeavoured, by throwing of 
icandal, to make the tories appear blacker 
than'themfelves ; that fo the people might 
join with theniy as the fmaller evil of the 
two. 

But among all the reproaches which the 
'whigs have flung upon their adverfaries, 
there is none hath done them more fervice 
than that of 'paffive obediencej as they re- 
prefent it with the confequences of non- 
rejijiance, arbitrary power ^ indefeaftble rights 
tyranny^ popery^ and what not. There is 
no accufation which hath pafled with more 
plaufibility than this, nor any that is fup- 
ported with lefs juftice. In order therefore 
to undeceive thofe who have been mifled 
by falfe reprefentations, I thought it would 
be no improper undertaking to fet this 
inatter in a fair light, which I think hath 
not yet been done. A whig afks, whether 
you hold pajfive obedience f You affirm it : 
he then immediately cries out, you are a 

Jacobite^ 
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jaccbiie^ ^friend of France and the preten- 
der I becaufc he makes you anfwerable tor 
the definition he hath formed of that term, 
however different it be from what you un- 
dcrftand. I wiil therefore give two defcrip- 
ti^ns o^ pa [five obedience \ the firft as it is 
' falfly charged by the whigs^ the oihc-ras ic 
is really profcflcd by the toriesy at leaft by' 
nineteen in twenty of all I ever converfci 
with. 

Pa (free cbedience^ as charged by the WHIGS* 

THE dodlrine of pajjive obedience is^ 
to believe, that a king, even in a limited 
monarchy, holding his power only front 
God, is only anfwerable to him : thatfuch. 
a king is above all law ; that the crueleft 
tyrant mufl be fubmitted to in all things ; 
and if his commands be ever fo unlawRjl^ 
you muft neither fly nor refift, nor ufe 
any other weapons than ^r/^^^rx and /^^ri. 
Although he fliould force your wife or 
daughter, murder your children before 
your face, or cut off five hundred heads 
in a morning for his diverfion; you are 
flill tovvifh him a long, profperous reign, 
aiid to be patieni: junder all his cruelties 

with 
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with the fame refignation as under a plague 
or a famine; becaufe to refift him would 
be to refift God in the perfon of his vice- 
gerent. If a king of Evgla7td fhould go 
through the ftreets of London in order to 
murder every man he met, pajfive obedience 
commands them to fubmit. All laws made 
to limit Jiim fignify nothing, although 
pafled by his own confent, if he thinks tit 
to break them. God will indeed call him 
to a fevere account; but the whole people 
united to a man cannot prefume to hold 
his hands, or offer him the leaft aEl'tve 
difobedience: the people were certainly cre- 
ated for him, and not he for the people. 
His next heir, although worfe than what I 
have defcribed, although a fool or a mad- 
man, hath a divine indefeafible right to 
fuccced him, which no law can difannul ; 
nay, although hefhould kill his father upon 
the throne, he is immediately king to all 
intents and purpofes ; the pofltflion of the 
crown wiping off all ftains. But whofoever 
fits on the throne without this title, though 
ever fo peaceably, and by confent of for- 
mer kings and parliaments, is an ufurper^ 
while tjiere is any where in the world an- 
other 
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other perfon, who hath a nearer hereditary 
right ; and the whole kingdom lies under 
mortal fin till that heir be reftored, be- 
caufe he hath a divine title, which no hu- 
man law can defeat. 

This and a great deal more hath, in a 
thoufand papers and pamphlets,^ been laid 
to that.dodrine o\ paj/ive obediencey which 
the. nxhigs are plcafed to charge upon us. 
This fs what they are perpetually infilling 
into the people, as the undoubted princi- 
ple by which the prefent miniftry and a 
great majority in parliament do at this 
time proceed. This is what they acgufe 
the clergy of delivering from the pulpits, 
and of preaching up as a do<^rine abfo- 
lutely neceflary to falvation. And who- 
ever affirms in general, that pajive obedi- 
ence is due to the fupreme power, he is 
prcfently loaded by our candid adverfaries 
with fuch confequences as thefe. Let us 
therefore fee what this do£trine is, when 
ilript of fuch mifreprefentations, by de- 
fcribing it as really taught and pradifcd 
by the tofies ; and then it will appear what 
grounds our adverfaries have to accufe us 
upon this article. fojji'^^ 
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Pajtve obedience^ as profejfed and praSiifed 

THEY think that in every govern- 
ment, whether monarchy or republick, 
there is placed a fupreme, abfolute, un- 
limited power, to which paj/ive obediencei^ 
due. That wherever isentrufted thepower 
of making laws, that power is without all 
bounds; can repeal, or enadt at pleafure 
whatever laws it thinks fit ; and juftly 
demand univerfal obedience and npn-re- 
fiftaoce. That among us, as every body 
knows, this power is lodged in the king . 
or queen, together with the lords and 
comnoons of the kingdom ; and therefore 
all decrees whatfoever made by that pow- 
er are to be actively or paflively obeyed. 
That the adminiftration, or executive part, 
of this power is in England folely entruft- 
led with the prince, who in adminiftering 
thofe laws ought to be no more refifted 
^an the legiilative power kfelf. But they 
^o not conceive the fame abfolute^^T^i;* 
mbedience to be due to a limited prince's 
<x)mmands, when they are diredly con- < 
trary to the laws he hath confented to, »1 
7 and 
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and fworn to maintain. The crown may 
be fued, as well as a private perfon ; and 
if an arbitrary king o( England (hould fend 
his officers to feize my lands or goods 
again ft law, I can lawfully refift them. 
The minifters, by whom hea<fts, are liable 
to profecution and impeachment, although 
his own perfon be {acred. But, if he inter- 
pofe his royal authority to fupport their 
infolence, I fee no remedy, until it grows 
a general grievance, or until the body of 
the people have reafon to apprehend it will 
be fo; after which it becomes a cafe of 
neceffity, and then I fuppofe a free people 
may affert their own rights, yet without 
any violation to the perfon or lawful power 
of the prince. But, although the tones al- 
low all thisi and did juftify it by the fliare 
they had in the Revolution ; yet they fee no 
reafon for entering into fo ungrateful a 
fubjed, or raifing controverfies upoa it, 
as if we ' were in daily apprehenfions of 
tyranny y under the reign of fo excellent a 
princefs, and while we have fo many laws 
of late years made to limit the prerogative; 
when, according to thoie who know our 
conftitution beft, things rather ieem to 

lean 
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lean to the other extreme, which is equal- 
ly to be avoided. As to the fucccffion ; 
the tories think an hereditary right to be 
the bed in its own nature, and moft agree- 
able to our old conftitution ; yet at the 
fame time they allow it to be defeafible 
by 2L&. of parliament ; and fo is magna 
charta too, if the legiflature think fit : 
which is a truth fo manifefl;, that no man, 
who underftandsthe nature of government, 
can be in doubt concerning it. 

Thefe I take to be the fentiments of a 

great majority among the tories with re- 

Iped to pajjive obedience : and if the whigs 

infift, from the writings or common talk 

of warm and ignorant men, to form a 

judgment of the whole body according to 

the firft account I have here given ; I will 

engage to produce 'as many of their fide, 

who are utterly againft paJJive obedience 

even to the legiflature ; who will aflert the 

laft refort of power to be in the people 

againft thofe whom they have chofen and 

trufted as their reprefentatives, with the 

prince at the head ; and who will put wild 

improbable cafes to fiicw the rcafonablc- 

ncfs 
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nefs and neceffity of reiifting the legifla-^ 
tive power in fuch imaginary jundures ; 
than which however nothing can be mortf 
idle ; for I dare undertake in any fyftem 
of government, either fpeculative or prac- 
tic, that was ever yet in the world, from 
FlatSs RepubUck to Harringtons Oceana^ 
to put fuch difficulties as cannot be an* 
fwered. 

All the other calumnies raifed by the w^^y^j 
may be as eafily wiped ofF; and I have cha- 
rity to wifh they could as fully anfwer the 
juft accufations we have againft them. Dod^ 
loell^ Hickes, and Lefley are gravely quoted 
to prove, that the tories defign to bring in 
tht pretender \ and if I fhould quote them 
to prove that the fame thing is intended 
by the whigs^ it would be full as reafon- 
able ; fince I am fure they have at leaft as 
much to do with nonjurors 2&vi^. But our 
objedlions againft the lahigs are built upon 
their conftant practice for many years, 
whereof 1 have produced an hundred in- 
ftances, againft any fingle one of which 
no anfwer hath y€t been attempted, al- 
though I have been curious enough to look 
into all the papers I could meet with,- that 

are 
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are written againft the Examiner ; fuch a 
ta(k as, I hope, no man thinks I would 
undergo for any other end but that of 
finding an opportunity to own and rcdify 
my miftakes .• as I would be ready to do 
upon the call of the tneaneft adverfary. 
Upon which occafion I fhall take leave to 
add a few words. 

, I flattered myfelf laft 'fhurfday from 
the nature of my fubjed:, and the inof- 
fenfive manner I handled it, that I ftiould ^ 
have one week's refpite from thofe merci- 
Icfs pens, whofe feverity will fome time 
break my heart: but I am deceived, and 
find them more violent than ever. They 
charge me with two lies and a blunder. 
The firft lie is a truth, that Guifcard was 
invited over ; but it is of no conrequcrice. 
I do not tax it as a fault ; fuch fort of men 
have often been ferviceable: I only blamed 
the indifcretion of raifing a profligate ab- 
bot, at the firft ftep, to a lieutenant-ge- 
neral and colonel of a regiment of horfe, 
without ftaying fome reafonable time, as 
is ufual in fuch cafes, until he had given 
fome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of 
that intereft and credit he pretended to 
Vol. VIII. R have 
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have in his country. But that is faid to be 
another lie ; for he was a papifty and could 
not have a regiment i however this other 
lie is a truth too ; for a regiment he had, 
and paid by us, to his agent monfieur le 
Bas for his ufe. The third is a blunder ; 
that I fay Guifcard^s defign was againft 
Mr. fccrctary St, John, and, yet my rea- 
fonings upon it are as if it were perfonally 
against Mr. Hurley. But I fay no fuch 
tiling, and my rcafoningsarejuft. I relate 
only w{)at Guifrard faid in NewgatCy bc- 
caufc it was a particularity the reader might 
be curious to know (and accordingly it lies 
in a paragraph by itfelf, after my reflex- 
ions) J but I never meant to be anfwerable 
for what Guijcard faid, or thought it of 
weight enough for me to draw conclu- 
fions from thence, when I had the addrefs 
of both houfes todiredl me better j where 
it is exprelsly faid, that Mr. Harlcy's^- 
deliij to Ijer majejiyy and zeal for herfer- 
viccy have drawn upon him the hatred of all 
the abettors of popery and faSiion. This 
is what I believe, and what I Ihall ftick 
to. 
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But,' alas! thcfe are not the paiTages 
which have railed (6 much fury againft 
me. One or two miftakes in facets of no 
importance, or a fingle blunder, would 
not have provoked them ; they are not To 
tfender of my reputation as a writer. All 
their outrage is occafioned by thofe paf- 
fages in that paper, which they do not in 
the lead pretend to anfwer, and with the 
Utmoft reludancy are forced to mention. 
They take abundance of pains to clear 
Guifcard from a defign againft Mr. Har- 
ieys life : but offer not one argument to 
clear their other friends, who in the bufi- 
nefs of Greg were equally guilty of the 
Jame defign againft \\\^ fame perfon ; whofe 
tongues were very fwords^ and whofe pen- 
knives Wpre axes. 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 
Thurfday, March 29, 171 1. 

— Swit hie etiam fua praemia laudi\ 
Sunt lachrymae rerum^ et mentem mortah 
tan^unt. 

I Begin to be heartily weary of my em- 
ployment a« Examiner ; which I wifli 
the miniftry would confider with half fo 
much concern as I do, and a£ign me feme ' 
other with lefs pains, and a penfion. There 
may foon be a vacancy either on the bench, 
in the revenue, or the army, and I am 
equally qualified for each ; but this trade 
of examini7igy I apprehend, may at one 
time or other go near to four my temper. 
1 did lately propofe, that Ibme of thofe in- 
genious pens, which ^re engaged on the 
other fide, might be employed to fucceed 
me ; and I undertook to bring them over 
for t other croian : but it was anfwered, 
that thofe gentlemen do much better fer- 
vice in the llations where they are. It was . 
added, that abundance of abufes yet re- 
mained to belaid open to the world, whicis 

I bad 
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I had often promifed to do, but was too 
much diverted by other fubjeds that came 
into my head. On the other fide, the ad- 
vice of fomjB friends and the threats of 
many enemies have put me upon confider- 
ing, what would become of me, if times 
fbould alter : this I have done very mature- 
ly, and the refult is, that I am in no man- 
ner of pain. I grant, that what I have 
faid upon occafion concerning the late 
men in power may be called fatire by fome 
unthinking people, as long as that faction 
is down; but, if ever they come into play 
again, i muft give them warning before- 
hand, that I (hall exped to be a favourite, 
and that thofe pretended advocates of theirs 
will be pilloried for libellers. For I appeal 
to any man, whether I ever charged that 
party, or its leaders, with one fingle adion 
or defign, which (if v/e may judge by their 
former practices) they will not openly pror^ 
fefs, be proud of, and fcore up for merit, 
when they come again to the head of af-r 
fairs ? I faid, they were infolent to the 
Queen: will they not value themfelves 
-upon that, as an argument to prove them 
jxjld ailertors of the people's liberty ? I 

R 3 afJirmed, 
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affirmed, they were againft a peace : will 
they be angry with me for fetting forth the 
refinements of their politicks, in purfuing 
the only method left to preferve them in 
power ? I faid, they had involved the na- 
tion in debts, and engrolTed much of its 
money : they go beyond me, and boaft 
they have got it all^ and the credk too. I 
have urged the probability of their intend- 
ing great alterations in religion and e;o- 
vernment : if they dcftroy both at thdr 
next coming, will they not reckon my 
foretelling it rather as a panegyrick than 
^n affront ? I faid, they had formerly a 
defign againft Mr. Harkys life^: if they 
vvere now in power, vyould they not im- 
mediately cut off his head, and thank me 
for juftifying the fincerity of their inten- 
tions ? In fliort, there is nothing 1 evqr fai4 
of thofe worthy patriots, which may not 
be as vv'cll cxcufed : therefore, as foon as 
they re (lime their places, 1 polltively dcfigrj 
to put in my claim ; and 1 think, may 
do it with a better grace than many of 
that pai ry, who now make tlieir court to 

•^' Sec TI:e Examiner^ N^ xxxli, 

the; 
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he prefent miniftry, I know two or three 
^eat men, at whofe levees you may daily 
>bferve a fcore of the moft forward faces, 
ehich every body is afliamed of, except 
hofe who wear them. Bur, I conceive, 
ay pretenfions will be upon a very dif- 
erent foot. Let me offer a parallel cafe': 
uppoie king Charles the firft had entirely 
jbdued the rebels at Nafeby^ and reduced 
he kingdom to his obedience ; whoever 
ad gone about to reafon from the former 
ondu^fc of thok/amtSj that, if the vidtory 
ad fallen on their fide, they would have 
lurdered their prince, dellroyed monar^ 
hy and the church, and made the king's 
iarty compound for their eftates as delin- 
uents, would have been called a falfe 
ncharitable libeller by thofe very perfons, 
;hQ afterwards gloried in all this, and 
ailed it the 'work of the Lord^ when they 
appened to fucceed. I remember there 
^as a perfon fined and imprifoned {oxfcan-^ 
alum f»ag»atumyhsc2iuie he faid the duke 
fTork wsis a papift: but vyhcn that prince 
ame to be king, and made open profef- 
on of his religion, he had thejuftice im^ 
lediately to rcleafe his prifoi^er, who in 

R 4. hi§ 



248 THE EXAMINER. N*34. 
his opinion had put a compliment upon 
him, and not a reproach : and therefore 
colonel Titusj who had warmly aflerted 
the fame thing in parliament, was made 
a privy counfellor. 

By this rule, if that, which for fom? 
politic reafons is now called fcandal upon 
• the late miniftry, proves one day to be only 
an abftradl of fuch a chara<9:er as they wilj 
lifiume and be proud of, I think I may 
fairly offer my pretenfions, and hope for 
their favour : and I am the more confirm- 
ed in this notion, by what 1 have obferved 
in thofe papers that come out weekly 
againft the Examiner. The authors are 
perpetually telling me of my ingratitude 
to my mafters ; that I blunder and betray 
the eaufe ; and write with more bitterneis 
againfl: thofe who hire me than againft 
the vvlrigs. Now I took all this at firft 
only for fo many ftrains of wit, and pretty 
paradoxes, to divert the reader; but, upon 
luriher thinking, I find they are ferious. 
I imagined I had complimented the pre- 
fent minlHry for their dutiful behaviour to 
the Queen, for their love of the old con- 
ftitutiOn in church and ftate, for their 

generofity 
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gcnerofity anH juftice, and for their defirc 
of a fpeedy honourable peace: but itfeeni^ 
} am miftaken, and they reckon all this 
for fetire, becaufe it is diredly contrafy,tQ 
the practice of all thofe whom they fet 
|ip to defend, and utterly againfl all their 
notions of a good miniftry. Therefore I 
cannot but think they have reaibn on their 
fide: for, fuppbfe I Oiould write thecha- 
rader, of an honeft, a religious, and a 
learned man ; and fend the firft to New-^ 
gate, the fecond to the Grecian coffee- 
fmefe, and the laft to Whitis\ would they 
not all pafs for fatires, and juAly enough, 
among the- companies to whom they were 
fent? 

Having therefore employed feveral pa- 
pers in fuch fort of panegyricks, and but 
very few on what they underftand to be 
fatireSy I (hall henceforth upon occafion 
be more liberal of the latter ; of which 
they are like to have a tafte in the remain- 
der of this prefent paper. 

Among all the advantages which the 
kingdom hath received by the late change 
of miniftry, the greateft muft be allowed 
to be the calling of the prefent parliament 

upon 
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upon the diflblution of the laft. It is ac- 
knowledged, that this excellent aflembly 
hath entirely recovered the honour of par- 
liaments, which had been unhappily ^ro- 
^ituted for fome years paft, by the fadious 
proceedings of an unnatural majority, in 
concert with a moft corrupt adminiftra-r 
tion. It is plain by the prefent choice of 
members, that the eledors of England^ 
when left to themfelves, do rightly under- 
ftand their true intereft. The moderate 
nahigs begin to be convinced, that we have 
been all this while in wrong bands, and 
that things are now as they fhould be. 
And as the prefent houfc of commons is 
the beft reprefentative of the nation that 
hath ever been fummoned in our memo- 
ries, fo they have taken care in their firft 
feflion, by that noble bill of qualification *, 
that future parliaments fhould be comr 
pofed of landed men ; and our properties 
lie no more at the mercy of thofe who have 
none themfelves, or at leaft only what is 
tranfient or imaginary. If there be any 
gratitude in poftcrity, the memory of thi^ 

• The qualification requir- landjcitherinpofTrf^onorcer- 
ied by this ad if fome eftate in tain reyei&on. See N^ xliv^ 

aflembly 
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aflembly will be always celebrated ; if 
othervvife, at leaft we, who fliare in the 
Weflings they derive to us, ought witl> 
grateful hearts to acknowledge them. 

I defign in fome following papers to 
draw up a lift (for I can do no more) of 
the great things this parliament hath al- 
ready performed ; the many abufes they 
have dcteded ; their juftice in deciding 
eledions without regard to party ; their 
chearfulnefs and addrefs iq raiiing fupplies 
for the war, and at the fame time providing 
for the nation's debts ; their duty to the 
Queen, and their kindnefs to the church. 
In the mean time, I cannot forbear menr 
tioning two particulars, which in my opi- 
nion do difcover in fome meafure the 
temper of the prefent parliament, an4 
bear analogy ta thofe palfeges related by 
Plutarch in the lives of certain great men ; 
which, as himfelf obferveth, although they 
he not of a&ions which mahe any great noife 
or figure m hijiory^ yet give more light into, 
the charaSlers of per/ons than we could re- 
ceive from an account of their mofi renowned 
atchievements. 

Some- 
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Something like this may be obferved 
from two late inftances of decency axid good- 
nature in that illuftrjous aflembly I am 
fpeaking of. The firft was, when after that 
inhuman attempt upon Mr. Harley they 
were pleafed to vote an addrefs to the 
Queen, wherein they exprefs their utmoft 
deteftation q{ the fad, their high efteem 
and great concern for that able miniiler, 
and juftly impute his misfortunes to that 
2eal for her majefty's fervice, which had 
drawn upon him the hatred of all the abettors 
of popery and faSiion. I dare affirm, that 
fo diftinguifhing a mark of honour and 
good-will from fuch a parliament was more 
acceptable to a perfon of Mr. Harley s ge- 
nerous nature, than the moft hountijul 
grant that was ever yet made to a fubjed j 
as her majefty's anfwer, filled with gra- 
cious expreflions in his favour, adds more 
to his real glory than 2Lny titles flie could 
beftow. The prince and reprefentatives of 
the w|jole kingdom join in their concern 
for fo important a life : thefe are the true 
rewards of virtue ; and this is the com- 
merce between noble fpirits in a coin which 
t\iz giver knows where to beftow, and the 
» recavit 
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receiver how to value, although neither a- 
varice nor ambition would be able to com-* 
prehend its worth. 

The other inftance I intend to produce 
oi decency z,n^ good-nature in the prefent 
houfe of commons, relates to their moft 
worthy fpeaker * ; who having unfortu- 
nately loft his eldeft fon, the aflembly, 
moved with a generous pity fof fo fenfible 
an afBidion, adjourned themfelves for a 
week, that fo good a fervant of the pub- 
lick might hav6 fome* interval to wipe a- 
way a father's tears. And indeed that 
.gentlemen hath too juft an occafion for 
his grief by the death of a fon, who had 
already acquired fo great a reputation for 
every amiable quality, and who might 
have lived to be fo great an honour and 
an ornament to his ancient family. 

Before I conclude, I muft delire one fa- 
vour of the reader; that, when he thinks it 
worth his while to perufe any paper written 
againft the Examinery he will not form his 
judgment by any mangled quotation out 
of it, which he finds in fuch papers, but 
be fo juft to read the paragraph referred 

*jyi3iam Bromley ^ efq, 

to> 
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to; which I am confidentwill be found a 
fufficient anfwer to all that ever thofe pa- 
pers can objed: : at leaft I have feeni above 
fifty of them, and never yet obferved one 
fingle quotation tranfcribed with common 
candour. 

NUMBER XXXV.' 
Thurfday, April 5, lyiii 

Nullo fuo peccato impedianiUr, qiio minus 
alterius peccata demohjlrare pojjint, 

I Have been confiderlng the old cohfti- 
tution of this kingdom ; comparing it 
with the monarchies and republicks where- 
of we iheet fo many accounts in aiiciertt 
ftory, and with thofe at prefent in moft 
parts a{ Europe, I have confidered our re- 
ligion, eftablifhed here by the legiflature 
ibon after the Reformation. I have likewife 
examined the genius and difpofition of the 
people under that reafonable freedom they 
poffefs. Then I have turned my reflexions 
upon thofe two great divifions of w^^ and 
tory (which fome way or other take in 
the whole kingdom), with the principles 

they 
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they both profcfs, as well as tliofo vvhere- 
wifh they reproach one another. From all 
this I endeavour to determine from which 
fide her prefent majefty may leafonably 
hope for moft fecqrity to her perfon and 
government ; and to which fhe ought in 
prudence to truft the adminiftration of her* 
affairs. If thefe two rivals were really no 
more than parties according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the word^ I (hould 
agree with thofe politicians, who think 
a prince defcends from his dignity by 
putting himfelf at the head of either ; and 
that his wifeft coupfe is to keep them in s 
balance, raifing or deprefllng either as it 
beft fuits with his defigns. But when the 
vifiWe intereft of his crown and kingdom 
lies on one iide ; and when the other is 
but a fa&iofiy raifed and ftrengthened hy 
incidents and intrigues, and by deceiving 
the people with falfe reprefentations of 
things \ he ought in prudence to take the 
firft opportunity of opening his fubjeds 
eyes, and' declaring himfelf in favour of 
thofe who are for prefcrving the civil and 
religious rights of the nation, wherewith 
his own are fo interwoven. 

This 



856 THE feXAMlNER; if- 34. 
This was certainly our cafe : for I do 
hot take the heads, advocates, and > fol-> 
lowers of the ivBigi to make up, flri<^ly 
fpeaking, a national party ; being patched 
tip of heterogeneous, inconfiftent partS| 
whom nothing ferved to unite, but the 
common intereft of fharing in the fpoil 
and plunder of the people ; their preient 
dread of their adverfaries, by whom th^ 
apprehended to be called to an account; 
and that general confpiracy of endeavour^ 
ing to overturn the church and ftate, 
which however if they could have com- 
paffed, they would certainly have fallen 
out among themielves, and broke in pieces, 
as their predecejffors did after they deftroy* 
ed the monarchy and religion. For how 
could a. whig f who is againft all difcipHne, 
agree with a preflyterian, who carries it 
higher than the papifis themfelves ? How 
could 2ifocinian adjuft his models to either? 
or how could any of thefe cement with a 
deij}^ or free-thinker ^ when they came to 
confult upon points of faith? Neither 
would they have agreed better in their 
fy ftems of government ; where fome would 
have been for a king under the limitationss 
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)f a duke of Venice j others for a Dutch 
republick ; a third party for an arijiocracy ; 
md moft of all for fome new fabrick of 
their own contriving. 

But, however, let us confider tbem as 
a partyy and under thofe general tenets 
virperein they agreed, and which they pub- 
licly owned, without charging them with 
any that they pretend to deny. Then, let 
us examine tho(e principles of the tories^ 
which their adverfaries allow them to pro- 
fefs, and do not pretend to tax them with 
any adions contrary to thofe profeflions : 
atfber which let the reader judge from 
which of thele two parties a prince hath 
mofl to fear; and whether her majelly did 
DOtconfiderthe eafe,thefafety, and dignity 
of her perfon, the fecurity of her crown, 
and the tranfmiilion of monarchy to her 
proteftant fucceffors, when {he put her 
afiairs into the prefent hands. 

Suppofe the matter were not entire; 
the Queen to make her choice; and 
for that end, fhould order the principles 
on both fides to be fairly laid befoK her. 
Firft, I conceive the Wi^/^x would grant, that 
they have naturally no very great venera- 
YoL. VIII. S ' tion 
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tion for crowned beads ; that they allow the 
perfon of the prince may upon many oc- 
cafions be refifted by arms; and that they 
do not condemn the war raifed againfi: 
king Charles the firft, or own it to be a 
rebellion, although they would be thought 
to blame his murder. Tl\ey do not think 
the prerogative to beyetfufficiently limited; 
and have therefore taken care (as a parti- 
cular mark of their veneration for the il- 
luftrious houfe oi Hanover) to' clip it ftill 
clofer againft the next reign ; whidi con- 
fequently they would be glad to fee done 
in the prefent : not to mention, that the 
majority of them, if it were put to the vote, 
would allow that they prefer a common- 
wealth before a monarchy. As to religion ; 
their univerial undifputed maxim is, that 
it ought to make no difiindion at all 
among protejlants ; and in the word pro" 
tejiant they include every body who is not 
a papijl, and who will by an oath give 
fecurity to the government. Union in dis- 
cipline and dodlrine, the offenfive fin of 
fchifm, the notion of a church and a hier- 
archy, they laugh at, as fopperi^, cam, and 
plcjtcr:ij't. They fee 110 ncccility 



-U 
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hat there (hould be a national faith ; and 
vhat we ufually call by that name, they 
)nly ftyle the religion of the magijirate *. 
>ince the diflenters and we agree in the 
nain, why fhould the difference of a few 
peculative point& or modes of drefs inca« 
)acitate them from ierving their prince 
ind country in a juncture, when we ought 
o have all hands up againft the common 
inemy ? and why fhould they be forced 
o take the facrament from our clergy's 
lands, and in our pofture ; or indeed why 
rompelled to receive it at all, when they 
ake an employment which has nothing to 
Id with religion ? 

Thefe are the notions which moft of 
hat party avow, ar^d which they do not 
endeavour to difguife or fet off with falfe 
x>lours, or complain of being mifrepre- 
ented about. I have here placed them on 
)urpofe in the fame light which themfelves 
lo in the very apologies they make for 
vhat we accufe them of; and how invit* 
ng even thefe dodrines are for fuch a 
nonarch to clofe with, as our law both 

* See Lttttr on the uji, in vol. IX. 

S 2 ftatute 
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flatute and common underflands a king 
of England to be, let others decide. But 
then, if to thefe we (hould add other opi- 
nions, which moft of their own writers 
juftify, and which their univerfal pradice 
hadi given a fandion to ; they are no 
more than what a prince might reafonably 
expc(^, as the natural confequence of thofe 
avowed principles. For when fuch perfons 
are at the head of affairs, the lour opinion 
they have of princes will certainly lead 
them to violate that refped they ought to 
bear ; and at the fame time their own 
want of duty to their fovercign is Largely 
made up, by cxading greater fubmiflipDS 
to themftlves from their fellow fubje(Sls: 
it being indifputably true, that the fame 
principle of pride and ambition makes a 
man treat hi& equals with infblence, in the 
fame proportion as he affronts his fuperi" 
ors ; as both prince and people have (uf" 
ficiently felt from the late miniftry. 

Then, from their confeiled notions c:>l 
religion as above related, I fee no reafoS' 
to wonder, why they countenanced not 
only all forts of diffenters, but the feverai 
gradations of free-thinkers among us {all 

which 
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iich arc openly enrolled in their party) ; 
»r why they were fo very averfe from the 
efent eftabliflied formof worfliip, which 
' prefcribing obedience to princes from 
e topick of confcience would bie fure to 
wart all their fchemes of innovation. 
One thing I might add, as another ac- 
lowledged maxim in that party, and in 
y opinion as dangerous to the conftitu- 
)n as any I have mentioned ; I mean, 
at of preferring on all occafions the 
me J intereflr before the landed \ which 
cy were fo far from denying, that they 
ould gravely debate the reafonablenefs 
id jufticeof it; and at the rate they went 
1, might in a little time have found a 
ajority of reptefentatives fitly qualified 
I lay thofe heavy burdens on the reft of 
e nation, which themfelves would not 
'Uch with one of their fingers. 
However, to deal impartially, there are 
me motives, which might compel a prince 
ider the neceffity of afi^airs to deliver 
imfelf over to that party. They wer^/i/fl^ 
> pofTefs the great bulk of cafb, and con- 
quently of credit, in the nation ; and the 
eads of them had the reputation of pre- 
S 3 fidin 
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fiding over thofe fociedes, who have the 
great dircdion of both : fo that all appli- 
cations for loans to the public- iervice up* 
on any emergency muft be made through 
them; and it might prove highly danger- 
ous to difoblige them^ becau(e in that cafe 
it was not to be doubted, that they would 
be obilinate and malicious, ready to ob^ 
Arudl all affairs, pot only by fhutting their 
own purfes, but by endeayopring to (ink 
credit^ although with fome prefeqt ima- 
ginary lofs to themfelves, only to £beW it 
was a creature of their own. 

From this fummary of whig principles 
and difpoiitions we find what a prince 
may reafbnably fear and hope from that 
party. Let us now very briefly coniider 
the do(Slrines of the twiesy which their ad- 
verfaries will not difpute. As they prefeir 
a well-regulated monarchy before all othec: 
forms of government, fothey think itiiexCJ 
to impofiible to alter that inftitution here^ 
without involving our whole iiland in bJoofiB 
and defolatien. They believe that the pro^ 
rogativc of a foyereign ought at leaft to b^ 
held as facred and inviplable as the rightsofl 
his people I if only for this reafpn, becauT^ 

withoiiC 
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Jiout a due fliare of power he will not 
able to proted them. They think, that 
many known laws of this realm, both 
tute and common, neither the peribh 
r lawful authority of the prince ought 
&h any pretence whatfoever to be re« 
ed or difobeycd. Their feritiments in 
ation to the church arc known enough, 
I will not be controverted^ being juft 
I reverfe to what I have delivered as the 
ftrine and practice of the lebigs upon 
:t article. 

But here I mud likewife deal impar^ 
ily too ; and add one principle as a cha - 
teriftick of the torjes^ which hath much 
:ouraged fome princes frdm making 
of them in affairs. Give ih€whigs but 
ver enough to infult their (bvereiglii, 
^ofs his favours to themfelves, and to 
>refs and plunder their- fellow-fubj*fts ; 
y prefently grow into good humour and 
)d language towards the crown ; profefs 
y will ftand by it with their lives and 
tunes ; and whatever rudenefles they 
y be guilty of in private, yet they af- 
e the world that there never was fo 
cious a monarch. But to the jfhame of 
3 4 the 
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the tories it muft be confefled, that no- 
thing of ^11 this hath been ever obferved 
in thent^; ip or oiit of favour, you fee no 
alteration, further than a little ebeafful- 
nefs or cloud in their couotenanoes : th( 
higheft employments can add nothing to 
their loyalty ; but their behaviour to their 
prince, as well as their exprefHans of love 
and duty, ^re in all conditions exadlly the 
fame. 

Having thus icnpartially ftated the avow- 
ed principle oiwhig and tory ; let the reader 
determine as he pleafeth, to which of thefe 
two a wife prince may, with moft iafety 
to himf^lf and the publick, truft his per— 
fon and his affairs : and whether it were 
lalhnefs or prudence in ^er majefty toi 
make thofe changes in the miniftry, whids 
have been fo highly extolled by fomes anc 
condemned by others. 



N U M- 
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, N U M B E R XXXVI. 
Thurfday, April 12,1711. 

Ires fpides tarn diffimiles^ tria tali a texta^ 
Una dies dedit exitio — 

I WRITE this paper for the fake of the 
dijfenters^ whom I take to be the mod 
fpreading branch of the whig party y that 
prefejfetbehriftiamty \ and the only one that 
isam to be zealous for any particular fy- 
ftem of it ; the bulk of thofe we call the 
Itw-cbitrcb being generally indifferent and 
nundetermined in that point; and the other 
fubdiviiions. having not yet taken either 
the Old or New Teflament into their 
fcheme^ By the dijjfenters therefore it will 
eafily be underftood that I mean the pre/- 
byteriansy as they include the ik6c& of ana- 
haptifisy independents^ and others, which 
have been melted down into them fince 
thtReJioration. This fed, in order to make 
itfelf national, having gone fo far as to 
raiie a rebellion, murder their king, de- 
ih:oy monarchy and the church, was af- 
terwards broken in pieces by its own di- 

vifions ; 
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vifions ; which made way for the king* 
return from his earile. However the zeal 
ous among them did dill entertain hopes o: 
recovering the domnim of graces whereoi 
I have read a remarkable parage in i 
book publi(hed abou( the year 1661, doc 
written by one of their own fide. As on< 
of the regicides was going to his execu- 
tion, a friend afked him, whether he though 
the caufe would revive f He anfwered, tht 
caufe is in the hofom of Chrift ; and asfim 
as Chrift rofefrom the dead^ fifare wiH th 
c^Vik revive alfo. And therefore the »tf«ffoilh 
fonnifts were ftri^ly watched, and reftrain" 
ed by penal laws, during the reign of king 
Charles thefecond ; the court and kingdoda 
looking on them as z. foBion ready to join 
in any defign dgainft the government ifi 
church or ftate. And furely this was rca* 
fonable enough, while fo many continued 
alive who had voted, and fought, and 
preached, againft both, and gave no pnxrf 
that they had changed thieir principles. 
The nmconformijls were then exa^ly up- 
on the fame foot with our mnjurors now, 
whom we double-tax, forbid their con- 
venticles, and keep under hatches, without 

thinking 
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thinking ourfclves ppflefled with a pcrfe- 
cuting fpirit; becaufe we know they want 
nothing but the power to ruin us. This, 
in my opinion, fhould altogether filence 
the diffsnters complaints of perfecution 
pnder king Charles the fecond $ or make 
them fhew us wherein they differed at that 
time from what omv Jacobites are now. 

Their inclinations to the church were 
foon diicQveredj when king James the fe- 
Coq4 fucceeded to the crown, with whom 
they unanimouily joined in its hiin, to 
revenge themfelves for that reftraint they 
had moft juftly fuffered in the foregoing 
reign, not from the periecuting temper 
pf the clergy, as their clamours would fug- 
geft, but the prudence and caution of the 
legiilature. The fame indulgence againft 
law was made ufe of by them and the 
papifts'y and they amicably employed their 
power, as in defence of one commori in- 
tereft. 

But the Revolution happening foon af- 
ter ferved to wafli away the memory of 
the rebellion ; upon which the run againfl: 
popery was nodoubtas juft and feafonable, 
$s that o^fqnaticifm after the Rcftoration : 

and 
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and the dread of popery being then our 
lateft danger, and confequently the moft 
fredi upon our fpirits, all mouths were 
open againft that ; the dljfenters were re- 
warded with an indulgence by law ; the 
rebellion and king's murder were now no 
longer a reproach ; the former was only a 
civil war, and whoever durfl call it a re- 
beUion was i^jacobite 2xA friend to France. 
This was the more unexpeded, becaufe, 
the Revolution being wholly brought about 
by church of England hands, they hoped 
one good confcquence of it would be the 
relieving us from the encroachments of 
dijfenters, as well as thofc of papifis', (ince 
both had equally confederated towards our 
ruin : and therefore, when the crown was 
new fettled, it was hoped at leaft that the 
reft of the conftitution would be reftored. 
But this afFair took a very different turn s 
the dijfenters had juft made a fliift to fave "S. 
tide, and join with the prince of Orang^^ 
when they found all was defperate wit " 
thdiv prote&or king yames ; and obfervin 
a party then forming againft the old prin^- 
ciples in church and ftate," under the nan» 
of whigs and low- churchmen, they liftc c 

them- 
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ifelves of it, where they have ever iince 
inued. 

is, therefore, upon the foot they now 
that I would apply myfelf to them, 
iefire they would conlider the difierent ' 
imftances at prefent, from what they 
: under when they began their defigns 
ift the church and monarchy about 
ity years ago. At that juncture they 
e up the body of the party ; and wbo- 
er joined with them from principles of 
nge, difcontent, ambition, or love of 
)ge, were all forced to (helter under 
r denomination ; united heartily in the 
ences of a further and purer reforma- 
in religion, and of advancing thcgreat 
I (as the cam was then) iiai God ivas 
(t to do in thefe nations ; received the 
:ms of doctrine and discipline pre- 
)ed by the Scois^ and readily took the 
nant'i (b that there appeared no di- 
)n among them till after the common 
3jy was fubdued. 

5ut now their cafe is quite otherwife ; 

I can hardly think it worth being of 

irty^ upon the terms they have been 

ived of late years, Fo/ fuppofe the 

whole 



270 THE EXAMINER. N*36. 
whole faSiioft fhould at length fucceed in 
their defign of deftroying the church ; are 
they fo weak to imagine, that the new 
modeling of religion would be put into 
their hands ? would their brethren, the 
Irw-churchtnm ^tXid free-thinkersy fubmit to 
iSaiai difcipUttey thtir Jjmodsy or their clafis; 
and divide the lands of bifhops, or deans 
and chapters, among them? how can 
they help obferving, that their allies, in- 
ftead of pretending more fan£lity than 
other men, are fome of them for leveling 
all religion, aiidthereftforabolifhingit? 
is it not manifeft, that they have been 
treated by their confederates exaftly after 
the lame manner as they were by king 
James the fccond ; made inftruments to 
ruin the church ; not for their own fakes, 
but, under a pretended projed of univerfal 
freedom in opinion, to advance the dark 
defigns of thofe who employ them ? for, 
excepting the ant hnonarchical principle, and 
a few falfe notions about liberty ^ I fee but 
little agreement betwixt them; and even in 
thefe, I believe, it would be impoflible to 
contrive a frame of government that would 
pleafe them all, if they had it now in their 
4 power 
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power to try. But however, to be fure, 
the prejbyterian inftitution would never 
obtain. For fuppofe they fhould, in imi- 
tation of their predeceflbrs, propofe to have 
no king but our Saviour Christ ; the 
whole clan o{ free-thinkers would imme- 
diately objed and refufe his authority. 
Neither would their hm-churcb brethren 
uie them better, as well knowing what 
enemies they are to that dodrine of un- 
limited toleration, wherever they are fuf- 
fered to preside. So that upon the whole 
I do not fee, as their prefent circumflances 
ftand, where the dijfenters can find better 
quarter than from the church oi England,, 
Befides, I leave it to their confideratipn, 
whether, with all their zeal againft the 
church, they ought not to (hew, a little 
decency ; and how far it confifts with their 
reputation to ad in concert with fuch ccHi-* 
federates. It was reckoned a very infamous . 
proceeding in the prefent moft cbrifiian 
king to aflift the lurk againft the emperor : 
policy and reafons of ft ate were not allow^ 
ed fulHcient excuies for taking part with 
an injidel againft a believer. It is one of 
the dijfenters quarrels againft the church, 

that 
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that flie is not enough reformed from/to- 
pery : yet they boldly entered into a league 
with papijis and a popijh prince to deftroy 
her. They profefs much fandity, and ob- 
je<ft againft the wicked lives of fome of 
our members ; yet they have been long, 
and dill continue, in &n&. combination 
with libertines and atheifls to contrive our 
ruin. What if the Jews (hould multiply, 
and become a formidable party among us? 
Would the dijfenters join in alliance with 
them likewife, becaufe they agree already 
in feme general principles, and becaufe the 
jfews are allowed to be zjiijf-mchd aTidre" 
bellious people f 

It is the part of wife men to conceal 
their pafGons, when they are not in cir- 
cumftances of exerting them to purpofe : 
The arts of getting power, and preferving 
indulgence, are very different. For the 
former, the reafbnable hopes of the dij- 
fenters feem to be at an end ; their com- 
rades, the ijchigs 2Ji^ free-thinkers ^ are juft 
in a condition proper to be foriaken; and 
the parliament, as well as the body of the 
people, will be deluded no longer. Befides, 
it fometimes happen for a caufe to be 
5 exhaufled 
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jxhaufted and worn put, as that bf the 
vbi^s in general feenis at prefent to be! 
he nation had felt enough of it. It is as 
(Tain to hope refloring that decayed inter- 
;ft, as for a man of fixty to talk of enter- 
ing on a new fcene of life, that is only pro- 
l>er for youth and vigour. New circum-* 
[lances and new men mull arife, as well as 
new occaiibns, which arc not like to hap- 
pen in bur time. So that the dijfenters 
have no game left at prefent, but to fccure 
their indulgence: in order to which, I will 
be fo bold as to ofter them fome ddvice. 

Firjlf That, until fome late proceedings 
are a little forgot, they would take care not 
to provoke, by any violence of tongue ot 
peri, fo great a majority as there is now 
^gainfl them ; nor keep up any longer that 
combination with their broken allies; but 
difperfe themfelves, and lie dormant againft 
fome better opportunity. I have fhevvn 
they could have got no advantage, if the 
late party had prevailed ; and they vi'ill 
.certainly lofe none by its fall, unlefs through 
their own fault. They pretend a mighty 
Veneration for the Qukf.n ; let them give 
proof of it by quitting the ruined intcreft 
. : Vol. Vlil. T of 
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of thofe who have ufed her Co ill i and by 
a due refped to the perfons (he h plcafed 
to truft at prefent with her afl^irs. When 
they can no longer hope togofem, wfcen 
flruggling can do them no good, aiid may 
poflibly hurt them j what is left, but to 
be filent and paffive ? 

Secondly y Although there be no law 
(befides that of God Almighty) againft oe- 
cdfional conformity y it would be prtdence 
in the dijfefiters to ufe it as tenderly as they 
can : for, befides the infamous hypocrily of 
the thing itfelf, too frequent pradice would 
perhaps make a remedy ncceflary. And 
after all they have {aidto juftify themfelves 
in this point, it flill continues hard to con- 
ceive, how thofe confciences Can pretend 
to be fcrupulous, upon which an employ- 
ment hath more power than the love of 
unity. 

In the lalt place, I am humbly of opi- 
nion, that the diffenters would do well to 
drop that lejjim they have learned from 
their diredors, of afFedting to be under 
horrible apprehenfions, that the tories are 
in the interefl of the pretender y and would 
be rcadv to embrace the firft opportunity 

of 
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>f inviting him over. It is with the worll 
^ace in the world that they offer to join 
n die cry upon this article : as if thofe 
vho alone flood in the gap againfl all the 
incroachments of popery and arbitrary 
Hrwer, are not more likely to keep out 
»oth than a fctt oi 'fchifmatkks^ who to 
(ratify their ambition and revenge did, by 
he meaneft compliances, encourage and 
pirit up that unfortunate prince to fall 
ipon fuch meafures, as mufl at laft have 
:nded in- the ruin of our liberty and re^ 
igion. 

P. S» 1 Widi tho(e who give themfelves 
the trouble to write to the Examinery 
would confider whether what they fend 
be proper fdr fuch a paper to take no- 
tice of. I had one letter lad week, 
written as I fuppofe by a divine, to 
defire I would offer fbme feafons a- 
gainft a bill now before the parliament 
for afcertaining the tithe of bops j from 
which the writer apprehends great da- 
mage to the clergy, elpecially the poorer 
vicars. If it be as he fays (and he feems 
to argue very reafonably upon it), the 
T 2 con- 
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convocation now fitting will, no doubjt, 
upon due application, ref^dent the 
matter to the houfe of comoEions ; and 
he may expedl all juftice and favow 
from that great body^ who have already 
appeared fo tender of their rights. 

A gentleman likewiie, who hath fent 
me feveral letters relating to peribnal 
hardfhips he received from fome of the 
late minifiry, is advifed to publilh a 
narrative of them, they being too large, 
and not proper for this paper. 

NUMBER XXXVU. 
Thurfday, April 19, 171 1, 

Semper caufae eventorum magis movent qttam 

ipfa eventa. 

I A M glad to obferve that feveral among 
the whigs have begun . very much to 
change their language of late. The ftylc 
is now among the realbnable part of tbcm, 
when they meet a man in bufinds, or a 
member of parliament; well, gentlemen, if 
you go on as you have hitherto doney wejball 
no longer have any pretence t<f OBrnp/ain :■ 
I they 
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ity find, it feems, that there have been yet 
o overtures made to bring in the preten- 
er, nor aay preparatory fteps towards it. 
!*hey read no ojflaving votes, nor bills 
fought in to endanger the fubje<St. The 
idulgpnoe to fcrupulous confciences is 
gain confirni&l from the throne, inviola- 
\y prcferved, and not the leaft whifper 
nered that may affe£t it. All care is taken 

Tup^ort the war; fupplies chearfuUy 
;ranted, and funds readily fubferibed to, 

1 fpight of the little arts made ufe of to 
[i{cre>dit them. The juft refentments of 
bme, which are laudable in themfelves, 
nd which at another jundure it might be 
>roper to give* way to, have been foftened 
>r diverted by the calmnefs of others ; fo 
hat, upon the article of prefent manage- 
ment, I do not fee how any objedtion of 
veight can well be raifed. 

However, our adverfaries ftill alledge, 
bat this great fuccefs was wholly unex- 
sedted, and out of all probable view : that 
n public affairs we ought leafl of all 
others to judge by events : that the at- 
tempt of changing a miniftry during the 
^ifSculties of a long war was rafh and 

T 3 incon- 
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inconfiderate : that if the Queen were 
difpofed, by her inclinations or from any 
perfonal diflike, for fucha change, it might 
have been done with more fafety in a time 
of peace ; that if it had mifcarried by any 
of thofe incidents, which in all appearaaoe 
might have intervened, the coniequences 
would perhaps have ruined the whole con- 
federacy : and therefore, hotvevcr it hath 
now fucceeded, the experiment was too 
dangerous to try. 

But this is what we can by no means 
allow them. We never will admit raHinefs 
or chance to have produced all this har- 
mony and order. It is vifible to the world, 
that the feveral fteps towards this change 
were flowly taken, and with the utmioft 
caution. The movers obferved as they went 
on, how matters would bear; and advan- 
ced no further at firft, than fo as they 
might be able to ftop or go back,- if cir- 
cumftances were not mature. Things were 
grown to fuch a height, that it w'as- no 
longer the queftion, whether a pcrfbrt, who 
aimed at an employment, were a 'dohigov 
tory ; much lefs whether he had merit, or 
proper abilities, for what he preteridcd^to: 

he 
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he muft owe his preferment only to the 
favourites , acu) the crown was fo far from 
no^inatingy that they would not ajlow it a 
negatki&» This the Quee n was refol ved no 
longer to endure ; and began to break into 
xhs^i prefcription by bcftowing one or two 
places of ^nlequence without confuking 
ber ephoriy after they had 6xed them for 
others, and concluded as ufual, that all 
their bufinefs was to Signify their pleafure 
tp her majefiiy. But althoygh the perfons 
the Queen had chofen were fuch, as no 
objc^on qould well be raifed againft up- 
on the fcore of party, yet the oligarchy took 
the alarm ; their fovereign authority was, 
itieems, called in qpellion ; they grew into 
anger and difcontent, as if their undoubted 
rights were violated. All fornjer obliga- 
tions to their fovereign now became can- 
peled; and they put themfelves upon the 
foot of people, who are hardly ufed after 
(he moil eipinent fervices. 

I believe all men, who know any thing 
in politicks, will agree, that a prince thus 
treated by thofe he hath moft confided in, 
and perpetually loaded with his favours, 
ought to extricate himfelf as foon as pof- 

T 4. fiblcj 
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fiblc J and is then only blameable in hij 
choice of lime, when he defers one nninutc 
^fter it is in his power ; becaufe, from the 
monllrnus encroachments of exorbitant 
avarice and ambition, he cannot tell how 
long it may continue to be fo* And it will 
be found, upon enquiring into hiilory, that 
nioft of thofc princes, who have been ru- 
ined by ikvourites, have o\yed their mif- 
fortune to the negleft of earlier remedies; 
deferring to ftiyggle, until'they were quite 
funk. 

The wi>/gs are every day curfing the 
imgovernablc rage, the haughty pride, and 
infatiable covetoufnefs of a certain perfon^ 
as the caufe of their fall ; and are apt to 
tcil their thoughts, that one Jingle removal 
might have fet all things right. But tb^ 
interefts of \k\2X fingk perjon were foua^ 
upon experience lo complicated and wc3 
ven with the reft, by love^ by axe^ by «j/' 
riage^ by alliance^ that iliey would rath^ 
confound heaven and earth than difiblw 
fuch an union* 

I have always heard and underftccc: 
that a king of England^ pofieffed of I^ 
peoples hearts, at tjie head of a free pa:« 

liamerx. 
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iment, and in full agreement with a 
•cat majority, made the true figure in the 
orld that fuch a monarch ought to do ; 
id purfued the real intereft of himfelf 
id his kingdom. Will they allow her 
lajefty to be in thofe circumftances at 
refent ? and was it not plain, by the ad- 
rcfles foit from all parts of the ifland) and 
y the vifible difpofition of the people, 
bat fuch a parliament would undoubtedly 
e chofen ? And fo it proved, without the 
ourt's ufing any arts to influence elec- 
ions. 

What people then are thefe in a corner, 
whom the conflitution muft truckle ? 
f the whole nation's credit cannot fupply 
unds for the war, without humble appli- 
ations from the entire Icgiflature to a few 
'etailers of money, it is high time we (hould 
be for a peace. What new maxims are 
hefe, which neither we nor our forefathers 
:ver heard of before, and which no wife 
afiitution would ever allow ? muft our 
aws from henceforward pafs the i^i and 
Eaft India company, or have their royal 
2Jfenti before the^qffare in force ? 
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To hear fome of the(e worthy reafoners 
talking of credit, that fhe is (o nice, fo 
fqueamifh, fo jcapricious, you would think 
they were defcribing a lacjy tipubled with 
vapoqrs or the choiick to be. removed 
only by a cQurJie of fleely pr frnfiUovrng a 
bullet. By the narrownefsof their thoughts 
pne would imagine, they conceived the 
vi^orld to be no wider than Exchange all^» 
It is probable tiey may have fuch a (kkly 
dame among them ; and it is w^ll if fh^. 
hath no worfe difeafes, conf^dering what, 
bands {he pafles through. But the nauofial 
credit is of another complexion ; of found 
health, and an even temper ; her life and 
exiftence being a cjuinteflence drawn froni 
the vitals of the whole kingdom : and wp 
find thefe f^ney politicians, after all their 
noife, to be of tjje fame opinio^ by th(? 
court they paid her, when (he lately apr 
peared to them irj the form of a lottery. 

As to that mighty error in politicks they 
charge upon the Queen, fqr changing her 
miniftry in the height of a war, I fuppofe 
it is only looked upon as an error updei ^ 
'whiggijh adnnnijlratiorii 1 other wife the late 
)c.ing had much to anfwer for, who did it 

pretty 
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pretty frequently. And it is well known, 
that the late miniftry o( famous memory 
was brought in during the prefent war; 
only with this circumftance, th^t two or 
three of the chief did firft change their 
own principles, and thpn took in fuitat>le 
companions. . 

But, howevpr, I fee no reafon why the 
tories ihpuld not value their wifdpm by 
events, as well i% the wkigs. Nothing was 
ever thought a more precipitate, raOi 
counfel than that ol altering (be coin at the 
juncture it wag done \ yet the prudence of 
the undertaking was fufficiently juftified 
by the fucccfs. Perhaps it will be faid, that 
the attempt was neceflary, becaufe the 
whole {pecies of money was fo grievoufly 
clipped and cpi^nterfeit : and is not her 
majefty*s authori^ as facred as her coin ? 
and hath not that been moft fcandaloufly 
clipped and mangled, and often counter^ 
feited too? 

It is another grievous complaint of the 
w^^i, that their late friends, and the whole 
party are treated with abundance of feve- 
rity in print, and in particular by the Eaa- 
atniner. They ^inl^ it hard, that when 
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they arc wholly deprived of power, hated 
by the people, and out of aU liope of re- 
^ftablifhing themfelvcs, their rnfirtnidies 
ftiould be fb often difplayed, in order to 
render them yet more odious to mankind. 
This is what they employ their writers to 
fet forth in their papers of die week ; and 
it is humourous enough to oblerve on? 
page taken up in railing at the Examirjer 
for his inve<%ives againft a discarded mi* 
niftry, and the other fide filled with the 
falfeft and vilefi; abufes againft thofe who 
are now in the higheft power and crcr 
dit with their fovereign, and whofe leaft 
breath would fcatter them into filence and 
obfcurity. However, although I have in- 
deed often wondered to fee fo much li- 
centioufnefs taken and connived at, and 
am fure it would riot be fufiered in any 
other country of Chriftendom ; yet I never 
once invoked the afliftance of the gaol or 
pillory, which upon the leaft provocation 
was the ufual ftyle during their tyranny. 
There hath notpafled a week thefe twenty 
years without fome malicious paper fcat- 
tered in every coffee-houfe by the emif^ 
faries oi that party, whethier it were chum 

or 



N°37- '^^^ EXAMINER. 28^ 
or' up, 1 believe they will not pretend ta 
objed the fame thing to us : nor do I re- 
member any conftant weekly paper with 
reflexions on the late miniftry or junio* 
They have many weak defencelefs parts j 
they have not been ufed to a regular at- 
tack ; and therefore it is that they are fo ill 
able to endure one vyhen it comes to be 
their turn ; fo that they complain more of 
a few months truths from us, than we did 
of all their lies and malice for twice a» 
many years. 

I cannot forbear obferving upon this 
occafion, that thofe worthy authors I am 
fpeaking of, feem to me not fairly to re- 
prefent theTentiments of their party j who, 
in difputing with us, do generally give up 
ieveral of the late miniftry, and freely own 
many (^ their failings. They confefs the 
roonftrous de&i upon the navy to have been 
caufed by moft fcandalous mifmanage- 
ment; they allow the infolence oHfome^ and 
the avarice of others^ to have been infup- 
4>ortab|e : but thefe gentlemen are moH 
liberal of their praifes to thofe perlbns, 
and upon thofe very articles, where their 
wifeft friends give up the point. They 
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gravely tell us^ that Jucb a one was the 
moft faithfill fervaijt that ever any prince 
had ; aiiother^ the ilioft dutiful ; a thirds the 
moft generous ; a fourth^ of the greatefi 
integrity : fo that I look iipofi thefe cbam^ 
pions rather ai retained by a cabal than a 
party ; which I defire the reafonablc men 
amotig them would pleaie to confider. 

NUMBER XXXVIII. 
Thurfday, AptU 26, 171 1. 

Indignum eft in ea cpuitaiey . quae k^hm 
contimtur^ difcedi a iegibus, 

I Have been often confidering how it 
comes to pals> that the dexterity of man- 
kind in evil fhould always out-grow not 
only the prudence and caution of private 
perfons, but the continual expedience of 
the wifeft laws contrived. to prevent it. I 
cannot imagine a knave to poflefs a greater 
fhare of natural wit or genius than an 
honeft man. I have known very notable 
fharpers at play, who, upon other occafions, 
were as great dunces as human fhape can 
well allow s and I believe, the fame might be 

obicrvcd 
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obferved attibhg the bther knots of thieves 
and pick-|Jock^ts about this town. The 
pfbpofitioh however is certainly tflie, and 
to be confirmed by ah hundred inf^ances. 
A fcrivener, an attorney, a ftock-jobber, 
and many bthet retailers of frauds (hall not 
only be able to over-reach others much 
wifer than themfelves, but find out new 
inventions to elude the force of any law 
made againft them. I fuppofe the reafon 
of this mky be, that as the aggreflbr is faid 
to have generally the advantage of the 
defender y fo the makers of the law, which - 
is to defend our rights, have ufually not {o 
much induftry or vigour as thofe whofe 
intereft leads them to attack it. Befides, 
it rarely happens that men are rewarded 
by the publick for their juftice and virtue; 
neither do thofe who adt upon fuch prin- 
ciples expeft any recompence until the 
next world : whereas fraud, where it fuc- 
ceeds, gives prefent pay ; and this is al- 
lowed the greateil Ipur imaginable both 
to labour and invention. When a. law is 
made to flop fome growing evil, the wits 
of thofe whofe intereft it is to break it 
with fecrccy or impunity, are immediately 

at 
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at work ; and even among tliofe who pre- 
tend to fairer chafaders, many would 
gladly find means to avoid what they would 
hot be thought to violate. They defire to 
teap the advantage, if pofiible, without the 
fhame, or at leaft without the danger^ 
This art is what I take that dextrous race 
of men, fprung up foon after the Revolu- 
tion, to have ftudied with great applica- 
tion ever fince ; and to have arrived at 
great perfection in. According to the 
doctrine of fome Romijh cafuids, they 
have found out quam prope ad peccatutn 
Jine peccato pojjint accedere ; they can tell 
how to go within an inch of an impeach- 
ment, and yet come back untouched^ 
They know what degree of corruption will 
juft forfeit an employment, and whether 
the bribe you receive be fufiicient to fet 
you right, and put fomething in your 
pocket befides : how much to a penny 
you may fafely cheat the Queen, whether 
forty, fifty, or fixty per cent, according to 
the i^ation you are in, and the difpoiitions 
of the perfons in office below and above 
you. They have computed the price, you 
may fecurely take or give for a place, or 

what 
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ferve : they can difcreetly diflribute five 
hundred pounds in a fmall borough with- 
out any danger from the ftatutes againft 
bribing elections. They can manage a 
bargain for an office by a third, fourth, or 
fifth hand "; fo that you lliall not know 
whom to accufe : they can win a thou- 
iaod guineas at play infpight of the dice, 
and fend away the lofer fatisfied. They 
can pafs the. moft exorbitant accounts, 
over-pay the creditor with half his de- 
mands, and fink the reft. 

It would be endlefs to relate, or rather 
indeed impofiible to difcover, the feveral 
arts, which curious men have found out to 
enrich themfel ves by defrau ling the publick 
in defiance of the law. The military men 
both by fea and land have equally cul- 
tivated this moft ufeful fcicnce : neither 
hath it been altogether neglected by the 
other fex ; of which, on the contrary, i 
could produce an inftancc, that would make 
ours blufti to be {o far out- done. 

Befides, to confefs the truth, our laws 

themfelves are extremel v defcdive in manv 

■ articles, which I take to be one ill effect of 

Vol. VIII. U our 
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our beft pofleflion, liberty* Some years ago 
the ambaflador of a great prince was ar- 
refted, and outrages committed on his 
perfon in our ftreets, without any po/Tibi- 
lity of redrefs from WePminJier-hall^ or 
the prerogative of the fovereign ; and the 
legiflature was forced to provide a remedy 
againft the like evils in time to come. A 
commiflioner of the ftamped paper was 
lately difcovered to have notorioufly cheat- 
ed the publick of great fums for many 
years by counterfeiting the ftamps, which 
the law hath made capital: but the. ag- 
gravation of his crime proved to be the 
caufe that faved his life; and that addi- 
tional heightening circumftancc of be- 
traying his truft was found to be a legal 
defence. I am affured, that the notorious 
cheat ofthe brewers at PortfmGuth^dttz&,t^ 
about two months ago in parliament, can- 
not by any law now in force be punifhed 
in any degree equal to the guilt and infa- 
my of it. Nay, what is almoft. incredible, 
had Guifcard * furvived his deteftable at- 
tempt upon Mr. Harleys perfon, all the 

f He died of the wounds he received. 

inflaming 
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inflaming circumftances of the fa& would 
not have fufficed, in the opinion of many 
lawyers, to have punifhed him with death ; 
and the publick muft have lain under this 
dilemma, either to condemn hirri by a law 
ex pji faSio (which would have been of 
dangerous confequence, and from ah igno- 
minious precedent), or undergo the mor-*- 
tificatioh tb fee the grcateft villain upon 
earth efcap.e unpunifhed, to the infinite 
triumph and delight oi popery 2X\^ faSlion* 
But even this is not to be wondered at^ 
U'hen we confider, that of all theinfolenccs 
ftfFered to the Qtjeen fidce the adl of in- 
demnity (at leafl that ever cahle to rliy ears) 
I can hardly inftanfcc above two or three, 
which by the letter bf the law could a- 
inount tb high-treafori. 

From thefe defei^ls iii oiir laws, and the: 
want of fome difcretionary power, fafely 
lodged, to exert tipon emergencies; as 
ivell as frbrtt the great acquiremthrs of able 
hien to elude the pehalties of tliofe la\<^s 
they brcal^, it is no wondet that the in- 
juries done to the publick are fo feldom 
redreffed. Butbefides, no individual fuffers 
by any wrong he doth to the coramoh- 

U a wealthj 
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wealth, in proportion to the adt^antage he 
gains by doing it. There are feven or eight 
millions, who contribute to the lofs, while 
the whole gain is funk among a few. The 
damage fuffcred by the publick is not (o 
immediately or heavily felt by particular 
perfons ; and the zeal of profecutions is 
apt to drop and be loft among numbers. 
But imagine a fett of politicians for 
many years at the head of affairs, the game 
vifibly their own, and, by cqnfequence, 
ading with great fecurity ; may not thefe 
be fometimes tempted to forget their cau- 
tion, by length of time, by excefs of ava- 
rice and ambition, by the infolence or vio- 
lence of their nature, or perhaps by a mere 
contempt for their adverfaries ? may not 
fuch motives as thefe put them often upon 
a£lions direftly againft the la\v, fuch as 
no evafions can be found for, and which 
will lay them fully open to the vengeance 
of a prevailing intereft, vvhenever they are 
out of power ? it is anfwered in the affir- 
mative. And htre we cannot refufe the 
late miniftry theirdue praifes ; who, fore- 
feeing* a ftorm, provided for their own 
fafety. by two admirable expedients, by 

which 
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which with grpat prudence they have 
efcaped the punifibments due to pernicious 
counfels and corrupt management. The 
firft was to procure, under pretences hardly 
fpecious, a general aft of indemnity, which 
cuts off all impeachments. The fecond 
wasyet more refined : fuppofe, forinftance, 
a counfel is to be purfued, which is necef- 
fary to carry on the dangerous dciigns of 
a prevailing party, to prefcrve them in 
power, to gratify the unmeafurable appe- 
tites of a few leaders civil and military, al- 
. though by hazarding the ruin of the whole 
nation ; this counfel, defperate in itfelf,, 
unprecedented in its nature, they procure 
a majority to form into an addrefs, which 
makes it look like the fenfe of the nation. 
Under that flielter they carry on their work, 
and lie fecure arainft after-reckoninjjs. 

I muft be fo free to tell my meaning in 
this ; that among other things, I underftand 
it of the addrefs made to the Queen about 
three years ago, to defire that her majefty 
would not conient to a peace, without the 
entire reftitution of Spain ; a proceeding 
which to people abroad muft look like the 
higheft ftrain of temerity, folly, and gaf- 
. U 3 conade^ 
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conade. But we at home, who allow the 
promoters of that advice to- be no foolsi 
can eafily comprehend the depth and my- 
ftery of it. They were allured by this 
means to pin down the war upon us; cght 
fequently tp'increafe their o\yn ppwer and 
wealth, and multiply difficulties on the 
Queen and kingdom, until they had fixed 
their party too firmly to-be (haken, whenr 
ever they (hould find themfclves difpofecj 
to revcrfe their addrefs, and give us leave 
to wi(h for a peace. 

If any nian entertains a more favourable 
opinion of this monftrous ftep in politicks, 
I would a{k hirn, what we mufl do in cafe 
we find it irnpbflible to recover Spain? 
Thofeamong the wZ'.^j', who believea God, 
will confefs that the events of war lie in 
his hands; and the rell of them, who ac- 
knowledge no fuch power, will allow, that 
fortune hath too great a fhare in the good 
or ill fucccfs of military adions to let a 
wife mari reafon upon them, as if they 
were entirely in his power. . If Providence 
iliall think fit to refufe fuccefs to our armsj 
with how ill a grace, with what fhame 
and confufion (hail we be obliged to recant 

that 
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that precipitate addrefs, unlefs the world 
will be fo charitable to confider, that par- 
liaments among us difFer as much as prin- 
ces ; and that, by the fatal conjundion of 
many unhappy circumftances, it is very 
poffible for our idand to be reprcfented 
fometimes by thofe, who have the leaft 
pretenfions 1 So little truth or juftice there 
is in what fome pretend to advance, that 
the a<Stions of former fenates ought always 
to be treated with refpeft by the latter ; 
that thofe aflemblies are all equally vene- 
rable, and no one to be preferred before 
another ; by which argument the-parlia- 
ment that began the rebellion againft king 
Charles I, voted his trial, and appointed 
bis murderers, ought to be remembered 
with refpe6t. 

But to return from this digreflion ; it 
is very plain, tha^ confidering the defec- 
tivenefs of our laws, the variety of cafes, 
the weaknefs of the prerogative, the power 
or the cunning of ill-defigning men, it is 
polTible that many great abufes may be 
vifibly committed, which cannot be Legally 
puniflied ; efpecially if we add to this, that 
Ibme enquiries might probably involve 

U 4. thofe, 
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thofe, whom upon other accounts it is not 
thought convenient to difturb. Therefore 
it is very faife reafoning, efpccially in the 
management of public affairs, to argue 
that men are innocent, becaufe the law 
hath not pronounced them guilty. 

I am apt to think it was to Tupply fuch 
defeds as thcfe, that fatire was ftrii intro- 
duced into the world ; whereby thofc, 
whom neither rdigion, nor natural virtue, 
nor fear of punifhment, vi'cre able to keep 
within the bounds of their duty, might be 
withheld by the (hame of having their crimes 
expofed to open view in the ftrongeft 
colours, ?md themfelves rendered odious to 
mankind. Perhaps all this may be little 
regarded by fuch hardened and abandoned 
nafurcs as 1 have to deal with ; but, next 
to taming or binding a favage animal, the 
befi: fervice you can do the neighbour- 
hood is to give them warning either 
tt> arm themfelves or not come in its 
way. 

Could I have hoped for any figns of 
remorfe from the leaders of that fadHon,- 
I fhould very gladly have changed my. 
ftyle, and forgot, or pafled by, tlieir mil- 
lion 
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lion of enormities. But they are every day 
irigre fond of difcovering their impotent 
zeal and malice : witnefs their conduft in 
the city about a fortnight ago, which had 
no other end injaginable, befides that of 
perplexing our affairs, and endeavouring 
to make things defperate, that themfelves 
may be thought neceflary. While they 
continue in this frantic mood, I fliall not 
forbear to treat them as they deierve; that 
is to fay, as the inveterate, irreconcileable 
enemies to our country and its conftitu- 
tion. 

NUMBER XXXIX. 

Thurfday, May 3, 171 1. 

^is tulerit Gracchos defeditimequerenUsf 

THERE have been certain topicks of 
reproach liberally beftowed for fome 
years pad, by the whigs and tories upon 
each other. We charge the former with a 
defign of deftroying the ejlablijhed churchy 
and mXtodxSidiw^ fanaticifm 2^^^i free-think- 
ing in, its ftead. We accufe them as ene- 
mies to monarchy \ as endeavouring to 
.3' under- 
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undermine the prefent ' form 0/ govern- 
ment, and to build a commonwealth, or 
fonie new fcheme of their own, upon .its 
ruins. On the other fide, their clamours 
againft us may be fummcd up in thofe 
three formidable wordsy vyc;;;-, arbitrary 
power, and ihft pretender. Our accufations 
againft them \ye endeavour to make g<:)od 
by certain overt-ads; fuch as their perpc-s 
tually abufing the whole body of the cler- 
gy, their declared contempt for the very 
order of priefthood, their averfion againft 
cpifcppacy, the public encouragement 
and patronage they gave to Tindaly 'Toland, 
and other atheiftical writers ; their appear- 
ing as profefled advocates retained by the 
di0enters, excufing their feparation, and 
laying the guilt of it to the obftinacy of 
the church ; their frequent endeavours to 
repeal the teft, and their fetting up the in- 
dulgence to fcrupulous conrdences as a 
point of greater importance than the efta- 
bli(hed worfhip. The regard they bear to 
pur monarchy hath appeared by their open 
ridiculing the martyr dotiioiVwi^CharlesXt 
in their calve s-head clubs, their common 
difcourfesj ancj their pamphlets \ their dcr 

nying 
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ring the unnatural war raifed againft ' 
.at prince to have been a rebellion ; their 
ftifying his murder in the allowed papers 
* the week ; their induftry in publ idling 
id fpreading feditious and republican 
a6ls, fuch as Ludlcfws Memoirs^ Sidn^ of 
'overnmenty and many others 5 their end- 
fs lopping of the prerogative, and mine- 
ig-into nothing her majefty*s titles, to the 
own. 

What proofs they bring for our endea- 
ouring to introduce popery^ - arbitrary 
Toxr^ and the pretender^ I cannot readily, 
ill, and would be glad to hear : however 
lofe important words having, by dextrous 
lanagement, been found of mighty fer- 
ice to the caufe, although applied with 
ittle colour either of rekfon or jufticd; I 
ave been confidering, whether they may 
ot be adapted to more proper objeAs. 

As io popery^ which is the firft of thefe ; 
o deal plainly, I can hardly think there 
5 any fett of men among us, except the 
)rofefrors of it, who have any 6\xtdt inten- 
ion to introduce it here ; but the queftion 
s, whether the principles and pradices of 
IS, or the ipbigs^ be mod likely to make 

way 
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way for it ? It is allowed on all hands, that 
among the methods' concerted at Rcmey 
for bringing over England into the bofom 
of the catholic church, one of the chief 
was to fend jefuits, and other emiflaries, 
in lay habits ; who,perfonating trade/men 
and mechanicksy (hould mix with the peo- 
ple, and, under the pretence of a further 
and purer Refcrmation^ endeavour to divide 
us into as many feds as pofUble ; which 
would either put us under the necefllty of 
returning to our old errors to preferve 
peace at home ; or, by our dhnfions^mks, 
way for fome powerful neighbour, with 
the afTiftance of the/>c/>^VpermifIlon and a 
confecrated banner, to convert and enJlcFve 
us at once. If this hath been reckoned 
good politicks (and it was the beft the 
jejliit fchools could invent), I appeal to any 
man, whether the 'sohigs^ for many years 
pa a, have not been employed in the very 
fame work ? They profefled on all occa- 
fions, that they knew no reafon why any 
one fyftem oi fpecidative opinions (a^ they 
term thie doiftrine of the church) fhould 
be eilablirtied by law, more than another; 
or why employments fhould be confined 

to 
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to the religion of the magi(lrate, and that 
cialled the church ef.ab!ijljed. The grand 
maxim they laid down was, that no man, 
for the fake of a few nations and ceremo7iies^ 
under the names oi doSirine 2x\d dijciplme^ 
{hould be denied the Hberty of ferving his 
country : as if places would go a begging, 
unlefs brownijis^ familijisj fisceet-fwgers^ 
quakers^ anabaptyisy and mugglet07tta7t$ 
would take them off our hands. 

I have been fometimcs imagining this 
fchcme brought to perfedion, and how 
diverting it wbqld be. to fee half a dozen 
fuceet-fingers on the bench in their ermines, 
and two or three quakers with their white 
ftaves at court. I can only fay, this proje<9: 
is the very counter-part oi the late king 
^Jamess defign, which he tcx)k up as the 
heft method for introducing \i\% o'lscn reli- 
gion under the pretext of an tmiverfal 
liberty of confcience^ and that no difference' 
in religion (hould make any in his favour. 
Ajccordingly, to fave appearances, he dealt 
fome employments among dijjhiters of 
moft denominations; and what he did was 
no doubt in purfuance of tha beft advice 
he could get at home or abroad j but the 

church 
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church thought it the moft dangerous ftep 
he could take for her deftrudion. It is true 
king James admitted papifls among the 
reft, which the whigs would not ; but this 
is lu^ciendy made up by a material cir- 
cumftance, wherein they feem to have 
tnuch outdone that prince, and to have 
carried their liberty of confcience to a higher 
point, having granted it to all the claffes 
o^ free-thinkers (which the nice confcience 
oi 2i popifh prince would not give him leave 
to do), and were therein mightily pverfeen; 
becauft it is agre^ by the learned, that 
there is but a very narrow ftep from (itbeijm 
to the other extreme y fuperfiitiof!. So thlt 
upon the whole, whether the wh/gs had 
any real defign of bringing in popery or 
no, it is very plain that they took the moft 
effedual ftep towards it ; and lithejefuits 
had been their immediate direAors, they 
could not have taught them better, nor 
have found apter fcholars. 

Their fecond accufation is, that vsre en- 
courage and maintain arbitrary power in 
princes) and promote enflaving do<5lrines 
among the people. This they go about fo 
prove by inftances, producing the parti- 
cular 



1^29' THE EXAMINER. 303 
ular opinions of certain divines in king 
Iharles II's reign, a decree oi Oxford uni- 
erfity^ and fome few writers iince the 
levolution. What they mean is the prin- 
iple oipaffive obedience and non-rejiftancey. 
^hich thofe who affirm, did I believe ne- 
er intend fliould include ^r^Vr^zry ^tw^r. 
lowever, although I am fenfible that it 
i not reckoned prudent in a difpute to 
lake any conceffions without the laft ne- 
effity; yet I do agree, that in my own 
•rivate opinion fome writers did carry 
hat tenet o{ pajfvue qbedience to a height, 
;hich feemed hardly confiftent with the 
berties of a country, wTiofe laws can 
either be ena<9ed nor repealed without 
be confent of the whole people; I mean 
lOt thofe, who affirm it due in general, as 
: certainly is, to the legiflature ; but fuch 
s fix it entirely in the prince's perfon. 
IThis laft hath, I believe, been done by a 
cry few ; but when the v:higs quote au- 
hors to prove it upon us, they bring in 
11 who mention it as a duty in general, 
vithout applying it to princes abftraded 
rom their fenate. 



By 
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By thus freely declaring my own fenti- 
ments of pajjive obediencey it will at leaft 
appear that I do not write for a party; 
neither do I upon any occafion pretend 
to fpeak their fentiments, but my own. 
The majority of the two houfes, and the 
prefent miniftry (if thofe be a party), leem 
to me in all their proceedings to purfue 
the real intereft of church and ilatej 
and if I fliould happen to diiFer from par- 
ticular perfons among them in a iingle 
notion about government, I fuppofe they 
will not upon that account explode ine 
and my paper< However, as an aofwer 
once for all to the tedious fcurrilities of 
thofe idle people, who affirm I am hired 
and directed what to write ; I muft here 
inform them, that their cenfure is an effeft 
of their principles. The prefent miniftry 
are under no neceflity of employing pro- 
{litute pens; they have no dark defigns to 
promote by advancing heterodox opinions. 

But (to return) fuppofe two. or three 
private divines under king Charles the fe— 
cond did a little overftrain the do6irine of 
pajfive obedience to princes ; fome allowances 
might be given to the memory of thaC 

unnaturam 



tmnatutal nhllion againft his Either, and 
the difmal confequences o{ refijlance, K 
is plaid, hy the proceedings of the church- 
men before and at the Revolution, that 
this doctrine was never deigned to intto* 
duce arbitrary p&iher, 

I look upon the whigs arid dijfenters to 
be exad)ly of the farbe political faith 3 lef 
lis thefefdrc fee, what mare each of therii 
had in advancing arbitrary power. It is 
tnanifef!:, that \htfanaticks made Crofmveli 
the moft abfolute tjrrant in Cbrifiendom, 
Thcfump aboliihcd the houfe of krds^ the 
army abolifhed the run^^ and by this army 
oi faints he governed. 'The dijjenttrs toofc 
liberty of confcience and employments 
frcxn the late king famei^ as afn aeknow;* 
ledgment of his difpenfitig paiver ; which 
inakes a king of Engla^ a^ absolute as 
the Turk. The whigs under the late king 
perpetually declared for keeping up a 
Handing army in times of peace; which 
hath in all ages been the nf ft and great 
ftcp to the ruin of libstty . They were be- 
ficJes difcovering every day their inclina- 
tions to deftroy the rights of the churchy 
and declared their opinion in all companies 

Vqj.. Vlfl. X againft 
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again&:thehi(lnops{ittingmthe boujeofpeers'y 
which was exadly copying after their pre- 
deceflbrs of forty-one. 1 need not fay, their 
real intentions were to make the king ab- 
folute ; but whatever be the defigns of in- 
novating men, they ufually end in a tyran- 
ny ; as we may fee by an hundred exam- 
ples in Greecey and in the later common- 
wealths of Italy mentioned by MachiaveL 
In the third place, the whigs accufe us 
of a delign to bring in ihtpretender^ and, 
to give it a greater air of probability, they 
fuppofe the Queen to be a pafty in this 
defign ; which however is no very extra- 
ordinary fuppofition in thofe who have 
advanced fuch lingular paradoxes concern- 
ing Greg and Guijcard. Upon this article 
their charge is general, without ever of'- 
fering to produce an inftance. But I verily 
think and believe, it will appear no para- 
dox, that, if ever he be brought in, the 
whigs are his men. For firft, it is an un- 
doubted truth, that a year or two after the 
Revolution^ feveral leaders of that party had 
•their pardons fent them by the late king 
.James ; and had entered u pon meafures to 
reftore him, on account of fooje'diibblir 

" Rations 
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ions they received from king WiUiafri. 
ides, I would aflc, whether thofc whqi 
under the greatefl ties of gratitude tor 
g jfamesi are not at this day become thel 
ft zealous whigs? and of what party 
fe arc now;, who kept a long fcbrre- 
ndence with St. Germains f 
;t js likewiie very obfervable of latey 
t the whigs upon all oceafions profefs 
ir belief of the preunders being no /w- 
oty but a real prince^ born of the, late 
een's bbdy } which, whether it be true 
falfe, is very unfeafbnably advanced^ 
(idering the weight fuch an .opinion 
ft have with the vulgar,, if they once 
roughly believe it. Neither is it at all 
)robable, that the pntender himfelf puts 
chief hopes in the friendHiip he expefls 
li the dijfenters and whigSy by his choice 
invade the kingdom^ when the latter 
:e moll in credit 5 and he had reafon ta 
int upon the forrtier from tht gracious 
itment they reteived from his fuppoled 
ler, and their joyful acceptance of it* 
t further, what could be more confiftenC 
h the whiggijh notion of a revolution- 
neipky than to bring in the pretender? 
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A revolutm-frificiple^ as their writings and 
difcourfes have taught us to define it, is 
a principle perpetually difpoiiiig men to 
tevolutions : and this is fuitable to the fa- 
mous faying of a great wBi^y that tht more 
revolutions the better ^ which, how odd a 
maxim foever in appearance, I take to be 
the true charaderiflick of the party. 

A dog loves to turn round often ; yet 
after certain revolutions he lies down to refti 
but heads under the dominion of the mm 
are for perpetual changes^ and. perpetual 
revolutions : betides, the whigs owe all their 
wealth to wars and revolutions ; like the 
girl at Bartholomew-fairy who gets a penny 
by turning round a hundred times with 
fwords in her hands. 

T6 conclude, the wMgs have a natural 
facul^ df bringing in pretenders^ and will 
therewe probably endeavour to bring in 
the great one at laft. How many pretenders 
to wit, honour, nobility, politicks, have 
they brouglit in thcfelaft twenty years? In 
ihort, they have been, fometimes able to 
procure a majority c/i pretenders in parlia- 
ment ; and wanted nothing torender the 
work complete, except d^^ret^ndtr at their 
head. NUM- 
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N U M B E R XL, 
Thitfiddy, May 10, 171 1. 

JDpf e^ fnagna parentium virtus, 

IT^ook up a paper * fome days ago in a 
cdFee-houfe ; and if the corrciftnefs pf 
the ftyle, and a fuperior Tpirit in it, had 
not immediately undeceived me, I (hould 
have been apt to imagine I had been read^ 
ing an Examiner. In this paper there were 
(everal important propoutions advanced. 
For inftance, x}[i2X providence raifedup Mr, 
Harley to bean inftrument of great good^ tit 
a very critical junBure^ when it was much 
wanted. That his very enemies ackncmledge 
his eminent abilities ^ and difiinguijhed me-' 
riti by their unwearied and refllefs endea- 
vours againfi his perfon and reputation ; 
that they have had an inveterate malice 
dgainjl botb\ that he hath been wonderfully 
preferved from some unparalleled attempts^ 
with more to the fame purpofe. I imme- 
diately computed, by rules of arithmetick, 

• The fpeaker's congratu^ cape and recovery. See the 
hthm of Mr, Harlty in the next number. 
fiAmx: (>f the boufe, oq his ^f- 

X 3 that 
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that in the Jaft-cited wofjds there was 
fomething more intended than the at- 
tempt of Guifcardy which, I think, can 
propel \y pafs but for one of the som e. And 
although I dare not pretend to guefe the 
author's meaning; yet the expreflion al- 
lows fuch a latitude, that I u puld venture 
to held a wager, moft readers both 'whig 
and tory have agreed with me, that this 
plural number muft in ail probability, 
among other fad^, take in the bufinefs of 
Greg, 

See now the difference of ftyles. Had 
I been to have told my thoughts on this 
occaiion j inftead of faying how Mr. Har- 
iey was treated by fome perfonsj and pre- 
fcrved from Jofne unparalleled attempts, I 
fliould; ^it^i intolerable bluntnefs and ill 
manners, have told a formal ftory of 9 
committee fcnt to a condemned criniinal 
in Newgate, to bribe him with a pardon, 
on condition he would fvvear high treafon 
againft his mafter, who dircovered his cor- 
refpondcnce and iecured his perfon, when, 
a certain grave politician had given him 
^vaVning to make his cfcape : and by this 
means I iliould have drawn a whole iwatm 

of 
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of hedge writers to exhauft their catalogue 
of fi:urrilities againft me^ as a liar and a 
'flanderer. But, with fubmiffion to the au t 
fthor of that foremen tioned paper, I think 
.'he hath carried that expreffion to the ut- 
*mo{l it will bear; for, after all this noife, 
£ know of but iwo attempts againfl: Mr. 
Harleyy that can really be called unparai- 
ileUd\ which are thofe aforefaid of Gr^^ 
and Gttifcard\ for as to the reft, I will en- 
^ge to parallel them from the ftory of 
Catiline^ and others I could produce. 
~ However I cannot but obferve with 
infinite pleafure, that a great part of what 
I have charged upon the late prevailing 
fadion, and' for affirming which I have 
been adorned with {o many decent epi- 
thets, hath been fufficiently confirmed at 
feveral times by the refolutions of one or 
the other houfe of parliament. I may there- 
fore now lay, I hope, with good authority, 
that there have heenfome unparalleled at- 
tempts againfl Mr. Harley : that the late 
miniftry were juftly to blame in fome ma- 
nagements, which occafioned the unfor- 
tunate battle of Altnanzay and the difap- 
pointment at Toulon: that the publick 

X 4 hath 
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}i4th beet> giipvovtdy wronged by mofi 
potorious frauds dpring thewhi^ admm- 
firathn \ that thpfe who ad vi(^ thebiingr 
ing in the Palatines were enemies xa the 
kingdom ; that the late m^nagi^rs of the 
revenijehai'e not duly paf|fd their accounts 
for a gr(;at part of thirty five inillions, and 
ought not to be trufted in fuch employ- 
ments any mpre. Perhaps, in a little time, 
I may venture to afHrm fome other para- 
doxes of this kind, and produix the &me 
VQiicher$. And perhaps alio, if it h^ QQt 
been fo bufy a period, infleadof one Rxa* 
fniner^ the late miniflry might have had 
^bove four hundredi each of whoie little 
Angers wpqld be heavier than my loins. 
It rnakes me think oiNepti^nes threat tq 
tiljie ivinds : 

^ms ego "—fed motos pTi^eftat cqt^ponere 

T'hus, when the fons q(jEoIus had^lmoft 
funk theihip with the tempeih they railed, 
it was neceilary to fniooth the ocean, and 
fecure the ^^^^^^r in (lead of purfuing die 
piTcnders. 

But 
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lut I ob(erve the general expe^tion at 
sot, ioftead of dwelliog any longer 
D conjedures who is to be pimifhed 
paft mifcarriages, ieems bent upon the 
ards intended to thofe who have been 
lighly inftrumental in reicuing our 
(^tution from its late dangers. It is the 
irvation of lacituiy in the life KAAgri- 
, that his eminent fervices had railed 9. 
eral opinion of his being defigned by 
emperor ior praetor qi Britain : NuUis 
\oc fuit ferntonibuSy fed quia par vide^ 
ir ; and then he adds, Nmjemper errat 
lOy aliquando et eligit. The judgment 
I wife prince, and the general diipoil- 
1 of the people, do often point at the 
le perfon ; aud fometimes the popular 
hes do even foretel the reward intended 
fome fuperior merit. Thus, among 
sral deferving perfons, there are twQ^ 
om the public vogue hath in a pecu- 
- manner ilngled out as defigned very 
n to receive the choiceft marks of the 
^al favour ; (me of them to be placed in 
ery high (lation, and both to increafe 
; number of our nobility *, This I fay, 

* Harlej and St. John, . 

is 
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is the general conjedurej for I pretend to 
none, nor will be chargeable if it be not 
fulfilled ; fince it is enough for their ho- 
nour, that the nation thinks them worthy 
of the greateft rewards. 

Upon this occafion I cannot but take 
notice, that of all the herefies in politicks 
profufely fcattered by the partifans of the 
late adminiftratichy none ever difpleafed me 
more, or feemed to have more dangerous 
confequences to monarchy^ than that per- 
nicious talent, fo much afieded, of difco- 
vering a contempt for birtb^ family^ and 
ancient nobility. All the threadbare topicks 
oi poets and orators were difplayed to dis- 
cover to us, that tmrit and virtue were the 
only nobility ; and that the advantages of 
^^0^ could not make a hna^ve or Vifool ei- 
ther honeft or wife. Moft popular com- 
motions we read of in the hiftories of 
Greece and Rotne took their rife from un- 
juft quarrels to tht nobles \ and in the latter, 
the Plebeians encroachments on the Pa- 
tricians were the firft caufe of their ruin. 

Suppofe there be nothing but opinion in 
the difference of blood ; every body knows, 
that authority fs very much founded on 

opinioju 
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opiniom^ But furely that difference is not 
■wholly imaginary. The advantages of a 
liberal education^ of chafing the beft conir. 
panions to converfe with, not being qnder 
the neceffity of pradifing little mean ticks 
by a fcanty allowance, the enlarging of 
'bought, and acquiring the knowledge of 
> 'men and things by travel, the example of 
'anceftors inciting to great and good ani- 
ons; thefe are ufually fome of the oppor- 
tunities that fall in the way of thofe who 
are born of what we call the batter fami- 
•lies: and, allowing ^^»/«j to be equal in 
them and the vulgar, the odds are clearly 
jto their fide. Nay, we may obferve in fome, 
' who by the appearance of merit or fav^our 
of fortune have rifen to great ftations from 
an obfeure birth, that they have ftill re- 
tained fonrie (brdid vices of their />^r«w/tf^^ 
or education, either infatiabU avarice, or 
ignominious faljhood and corruption. 

To fay the truth, the great negleft of 
education in feveral noble families, whofe 
fons are fuffered to pais the moft improve- 
able feafons of their youth in vice and idle- 
nefs, have too much leflened their repu- 
tation : but <sven this misfortune we owe, 

among 
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amoAg all the reft, to that fobiggijb prac- 
tice of reviling the univerfitiesy under the 
pretence of their inftilling pedantry^ nar- 
row principles^ and high-church doSirines, 

I would not be thought to undervalue 
merU and virtue^ wherever they are to be 
found ; but will allow them capable of the 
higheft dignities in a ftate, when they are 
in a very great degree of eniinence. A 
pearl holds its value, though it be found 
in a dunghil ; but however, that is not the 
moil probable place to fearch for it. Nay, 
I will go further, and admit, that a man 
of quality without merit is jufl fo much 
the worfe for his quality ; which at once 
(ets his vices in a more public view, and 
reproacheth him for them. But, on the 
other fide, I doubt thofe who are always 
undervaluing the advantages of birth, and 
. celebrating perfc«al merit, have principally 
an eye to their own, which they are fully 
Satisfied with, and which nobody will 
difpute with them about ; whereas they 
cannot without impudence and folly pre- 
tend to be nobly born ; becaufe this is a 
fccret too eafily difcovered : for no mens 
parentage is fo nicely enquired into as 

that 
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that of aiTuming upftarts, efpecially when 
they affedt to make it better than it is, as 
tfiey often do, or behave themfelves with 
infofeqtce. 

' But whatever may be the opinion of 
others upon this fubjed, whofe philofbphi* 
cal fcorn for hlood and famlits reacheth 
even to thofe that are royal^ or perhaps 
took its rife from a tiobiggijb contempt of 
the latter: I am pleafed to find two fuch 
inftances of extraordinary merit, as I have 
mentioned, joined with ancient and hon- 
ourable birth ; which, whether it be of 
real or imaginary value, hath been held in 
veneration by all wife polite ilates both 
ancient and modern. And as much a fbp^ 
pery as men pretend to think it, nothing 
k more obfervable in thofe who rife to 
great place or wealth from mew originals, 
than their mighty Solicitude to convince 
the world, that they are not fo low as is- 
commonly believed. They are glad to find 
it made out, by fome drained genealogyy 
.that they have a remote alliance with 
better families. Crwrmell himfelf wa» 
pleafed with the imptjdence of a flatterer, 
who undertook to prove him defcended 

fron^ 
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from a branch of the royal ftem. I kntfiH 
a ctfizen who add^ or alters a letter in bis 
name with every p/umB he acquires ; ht 
now wants only the change of a vowel * to 
be allied to a fovereiga prince in Italy -f- ; 
and that perhaps he may contrive to be 
done by a mijiake of the graver upon \m 
tombftone* 

When I am upon this ful:jed oinobi- 
Utyi I am forry for the occafion given me 
to mention the lofs of a perforty who was 
fo great an ornament to it, as the late 
lord preJidentX', who began early to di- 
ilinguiih himfelf in the public fermcty and 
pafled through the higheft employments 
of ftate, in the moft. difficult times, with 
great abilities and untainted honour. As he 
was of a good old age, his principles of 
religion and loyalty had received no mix- 
ture from late infufimsy but were inftilled 
into him by his illuftrious father, and other 
noble fpirits, who bad expofed their lives 
and fortunes for the royal martyr : 

— Pukherfima prqleSf 
Magnanimi heroes natimelioribus annis^ 

■ * Sir H. furmfe. f Fanuft^ t E»rl of Rtdkfttr. 

HU 
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His firft great adiion was, like Scipio, 
3 defend his father when opprefled by 
umbers ; and his filial piety was not only 
awarded with long Ufc, but with a fon, 
ho upon the like occafion would have 
lewn the fame refblution. No man ever 
referved his dignity better whep he was 
at of powerj nor fhewed more affability 
hile he was in. To conclude, his cha- 
ifter (which I do not here pretend to 
raw) is fuch as his nearefl friends may 
ifely truft to the moft impartial pen ; nor 
'ants the lead of that allowance which, 
ley fay, is required for thofe who are 
ead. 

NUMBER XLI. 
Thurfday, May 17, 171 1. 

■■ ^uem cur dtftringere coner^ 
Tutus ab infefiis latronibus f 

[Never let flip an opportunity of endea- 
vouring to convince the world, that I 
m not partial ; and to confound the idle 
eproach of my being hired or dire<^ed 
I'hat to write in defence of the prefent 

miniftry, 
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miniftry, or for detecting the pradkes of 
the former. When I firft undertook thi» 
paper, I firmly refolved, that, if ever I ob- 
fervcd any grofs negled, abuie, or corrup- 
tion in the public management, which 
might give any juft of^ce to reafonable 
people ; I would take notice of it with thaf 
innocent boldnefs which becometh an 
honeft man, and a true lover of his coun- 
try ; at the feme time preferving the re- 
fped due to perfons (o highly entrufied 
by (o wife and excellent a Queen. I know 
not how fuch a liberty might have been re- 
lented; but I thank God there hath heed 
no occafion given me to exercife it ; fori 
can fafely affirm, that I have with the ut- 
moil rigour examined all the adions of 
the prefent miniftry, as far as they fall 
under general cognizance, without being 
able to accufe them of one ill or miftaken 
flep. Obierving indeed fome time ago, 
that feeds of dif^ntion had been plenti- 
fully fcattered from a certain corner^ and 
fearing they began to rife and fpread, I 
immediately writ a pper on the fobjed, 
which I treated with that warmth I thought 
it required ; but the prudence of thc^ at 
^ the 
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the helm foon prevented this growing evil; 
and at prefent it feems likely to have no 
confequences. 

I have had indeed for fome time a fmall 
occafion of quarreling, which I thought 
too inconfiderable for a formal fubjedt of 
complaint, although I have hinted at it 
more than once. But it is grown at pre- 
fent to as great a height, as a matter of 
that nature can poffibly bear ; and there- 
fore I conceive it high time that an effec- 
tual flop fhould be put to it. I have been 
gmazed at the flaming licentioufnefs of 
feveral weekly papers, which for fome 

^ months paft have been chiefly employed 
in bare- faced fcurrrilities againll thofe who 
are in the greateft truft and favour with 
the Queen, with the firft and lafl letters 
of their names frequently printed, or fome 
•periphrafis defcribing their flation, or other 
innuendo szoTiXnv^^XQo plain to be miuaken. 
I jThe confequence of which is (and it is na- 

., tural it fhould be fo) that their long impu- 
/iity hath rendered them flill more auda- 
cious. 

At this time I particularly intend a pa- 
. per called the Mecik^y whofe indefatigable 
■■'• Vol. VIII. Y inceflant 
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inceflant railings againft me^ I never 
thought convenient to take notice of, be- 
caufe it would have diverted my defign, 
which I intended to be of public life. 
Bcfides, I never yet obferved that writer, 
or thofc writers (for it is every way a 
Medley )y to argue againft anyone material 
point or fadt that I had advanced, or make 
one fair quotation. And, after all, I knew 
very well how foon the world grow weary 
of controverfy. It is plain to me, that three 
or four hands at leaft have been joined at 
times in that worthy com pofition ; but 
tlieout-lines as well as the £ni(liing feem 
to have been always the work of the fame 
pen, ns it is vilible from half a fcore beau- 
tics of ftyle infeparable from it. But who 
thcfc Mcdlers are, or where the judicious 
leaders have picked them up, I fhall never 
go about to conjefture : faclious rancour, 
falfc wit, abandoned fcurrility, impudent 
falfhood, and fcrvile pedantry, having fo 
many fathers, afid fo few to own them, that 
curiofity herfelf would not be be at the pains 
to guefs. It is the firft time I ever did my- 
felf the honour to mention that admirable 
fxiper J nor could I imagine any occafion 

likely 
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likely to happenj that wolild make it ne-^ 
ceflary for me to engage with fuch an ad- 
verfary. This paper is weekly publiflied^ 
and, as appears by the number, hath been 
fo for feveral months ; and is next to the 
Obfervator allowed to be the bell; produc- 
tion of the party. Laft week my printer 
brought me that of May 7, Number 32* 
where there are two paragraphs relating to 
thejpeaker of the houle of commons and 
to Mr. Harkj/y which, as little as I am in- 
clined to engage with fuch an ahtagonift, 
I cannot let pafs without failing in my duty 
to the publick : and if thofe in power will 
fufFer fiich infamous infinuatiohs to pafs 
with impunity, they ad without precedent 
from any age or country of the world. 

I defire to open this matter, and leave 
the whigs themfelves to determine upbn it. 
The houfe of commons refoved, mmhie 
tontradicenUy that the ^eaker (hould con- 
gratulate Mr< Harleys efcape and recovery, 
in the name of the houfe, upon his firft 
attendance on their fervice. This is ac- 
cordingly done 5 and the fpeech, together 
with the chancellor of the Exchequer s^^ are 
printed by order of the houfe. The author 

Y 2 of 
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of the Medley takes this fpeech to tafk the 
very next week after it is publiQied ; tell- 
ing us in the aforefaid paper, that the 
fpeakers commending Mr.ll2ix\e.y for 6emg 
an inftrument of great good to the nation, 
ivas ill-chofen flattery ; becaufe Mr. Harley 
had brought the nation under great difficul- 
ties^ to fay no more. He fays, that when the 
fpeaker tells Mr, Harley, that Providence 
hath wonderfully preferved him from fome 
unparalleled attempts (for that the Medley 
alludes to), heonly revives afalfeandgrottnd- 
iefs calumny upon other men'y which is an 
tnflance of impotent^ but inveterate malice^ 
that makes him [the ipeakerj fill (ippear 
more vile and contemptible. This is an ex- 
tract from his firft paragraph. In the next 
this writer fays, that the fpeaker's praying 
to God for the continuance of Mr, Harley 's 
life, as an invaluable blejing^ was afulfome 
piece ofinfncerity^ which expofes him to fljame 
and derijfon'y becaufe he is known to bear ill 
will to Mr. Harley, to have an extreme had 
opinion of him^ and to think him an oh- 
ftruBor of thofeffie mcafutes he would bring 
about* 

I now 
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I now appeal to the whigs themfelves, 
whether a great minifter of ftate in high 
favour with the Queen, and ^fpeaker of 
the houfe of commons, were ever publicly 
treated after fb extraordinary a manner in 
the moft licentious times ? For this is not 
a claudelline libel flolen into the world, 
but openly printed and fold with the book- 
feller's name and place of abode at the 
bottom. And the jundure is admirable, 
when Mr. Harley is generally believed 
upon the very point to be made an early 
and promoted to the moft important fta- 
tioii of the kingdom ; nay, the very marks 
of efteem he hath io lately received, from 
the whole reprefentative body of the peo- 
ple, are called ill chojen flattery ^ andaful- 
fome piece of infincerity^ expoflng the donors 
to fl^ame and derifion. 

Does this intrepid writer think he hath 
fufficiently difguifed the matter by that 
jitalc artifice of altering the ftory, and 
pujtting.it as a fuppofed cafe? pid any 
man, who ever faw the congratulatory 
fpeech, r^d either of thole paragraphs in 
the Medley without interpreting them juft 
jjsl have done ? will the author declare 

y 3 vpoa 
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upon his great fincerity, that he never had 
any fuch meaning? is it enough, that a 
jury at Wejlinifijler-hall would perhaps 
not find him guilty of defaming th^fpeaker 
and Mr. Harley in that paper? which, 
however, I am much in doubt of too ; and 
muft think the law very defective, if the 
reputation of fuch perfon muft lie at the 
mercy of fuch pens. I do not remember 
to have feen any libel, fuppofed to be writ 
w^ilh caution and double meaning in order 
to prevent proitcution, delivered under fo 
thin a cover, or fo unartificially made up 
as this, whether it were from an appre- 
henfion of his readers dulnefs, or an effedl 
of his own. He hath tranfcribed the very 
phrafes of ihtfpeaker^ and put them in a 
different charader, for fear they might pafs 
pnobferved, and to prevent all poflibility 
of being miftaken. I (hall be pleafed to 
fee him have refource to the old evafion^ 
and fay, that I Vv-ho make the application 
am chargeable with the abufe : let any 
reader of either party be judge. But I can- 
not forbear aflerting as my opinion, that 
for a miniftry to endure fuch open ca- 
Jumny, Without calling the author to ac-r 

(COunt| 
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count, is next to deferving it. And this is 
an omiflion I venture to charge upon the 
prefent nfiiniftry, who are too .apt to defpife 
little things, which however' have not al- 
ways little confequences. 

When this paper was firft undertaken, 
one dejign among others was, to examine 
fome of thofe writings fo frequently pub-^ 
lidied with an evil tendency either to 
religion or government ; but I was longdi-r 
verted by other enquiries,* which I thought 
more immediately neeeflary ; to animad- 
vert upon mens aj^ions rather than their 
{peculations ; to 0[\qw the necefiity there 
was of changing the miniftry, that our 
conftitution in church and ftate might be 
preferved ; to expofe fome dangerous prin- 
ciples and practices under the formej adr 
miniftration; and prove by many inflances, 
that tho/e who are now at the helm arc 
entirely in the true intereft of prince 
and people. This I may modeftly hope 
hath in fome meafure been already done, 
fufficient to anfwer the end propofed, 
which was, to inform the ignorant, and 
thofe at a diftance, and to convince fuch 
as are engaged in party from no other 

Y 4 motive 
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motive than that of confcience. I know 
not whether I fhall have any appetite to 
continue this work much longer; if I do, 
perhaps fome time may be fpent in expof- 
ing and overturning the falfe reafonings 
of thofe who engage their pens on the 
other fide, without lofing tirne in vindi- 
cating myfelf againft their fcurrilities, 
much lefs in retorting them. Of this fort 
there is a certain humble companion, a 
French maitre des langues *, who every 
month publiflieth an extradk from votes, 
news-papers, fpeeches, and proclamations, 
larded with fome inilpid remarks of his 
own ; which he calls, The political Jiate of 
Great Britain. This ingenious piece, he 
tells us himfelf, is conftantly translated 
into Fr^w/i, and printed in Hollandy where 
the Dutch no doubt conceive moft noble 
fentiments of us conveyed through fiich a 
vehicle. It is oblervable in his account fof 
April^ that the vanity fo predominant in 
many of his nation hath made him more 
concerned for the honour oiGuifcardy than 
the fafcty of Mr. Harley. And for fear we 

* One Abel Bvftr. 

(hould 
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fhould think the worfe of his country upon 
that ajfajfins account, he tells us there have 
been more murders, parricides, and vil- 
lanies committed in England than any 
other part of the world. I cannot imagine 
how an illiterate foreigner, who is neither 
mafter of our language, nor indeed of 
common lenfe ; and who is devoted to a 
fa^on, I fuppofe for no other reafon, but 
his having more w;^^cuftomers than torm^ 
fliould take it into his head to write poli- 
tic trads of our affairs. But I preiume, 
he builds upon the foundation of having 
been called to an account for his infolence 
in one of his former monthly productions; 
which is a method that feldom fails of 
giving fome vogue to the fooliftieft com- 
pofition. If fuch a work muft be done, I 
vvifh fome tolerable hand would undertake 
it ; and that we would not fuffer a little 
whiffling Frenchman to negle<^ his trade of 
teaching his language to our children, and 
prefume to inftrudl foreigners in our po- 
liticks. 



NUM. 
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NUMBER XLII. 
trburfdaj. May 24.^ 171 1, 

X)eli£ia majorttm immeritus lueSy 
Romanes donee templa refecerisy 
Aedefque labentes deorum'y 

SEVERAL letters have been lately 
fent me, defiring I would make no<- 
nourable mention of the pious dedgn of 
building fifty churches in feveral parts of 
London and Weflminjiery where they are 
moil wanted, occafioned by an addrefs of 
the cQnvocation to the Queen, and recom- 
mended by her majefty to the houfe of 
commons; who immediately promifed 
they would enable her to accomplijb fo excel- 
lent a defigny and are now preparing a bill 
3CCQrdingly. I thought to have deferred 
any notice of this important afiair until 
the end of this feflion ; at which time I 
propofed to deliver a particular acppunt 
of the great and ufeful things already per* 
formed by this prefent parliament. But in 
compliance to thofe who give tbemlelves 
the trouble of advifing oie \ and partly 

convinced 
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convinced by the reafons they offer, I an) 
content to beftow a paper upon a fubje<3: 
that indeed fo well deferveth it. 

The clergy, and whoever elfe have a 
true concern for the conftitution of thp 
church, cannot but be highly pleafed with 
one profpeft in this new fcerie of public 
affairs. They may very well remember the . 
time, when every feflion of parliament was 
like a cloud hanging over their heads ; and 
if it happened to pafs without burfting 
into fome ftorm upon the church, we 
thanked God, ^nd thought it an happy 
efcape until the next meeting ; upTon which 
we refumed our fccret apprehensions, al- 
though we were not allowed to believe 
any danger. Things are now altered ; the 
parliament takes the neceilities of the 
church into confideration, receives the 
propofals of the clergy met in convocation, 
and, amidft all the exigencies of a long ex- 
penfive war, and under tbepreffure of heavy 
debts t finds a fupply for ereding fifty edi- 
fices for the fervice of God. And it appears 
by the addrefs of the commons to her 
majefty upon this occafion (wherein they 
jiifcoyered a true ipirit of religion), that 

applying 
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applying the money granted to accom- 
pltjh Jo excellent a dejign, would in their 
opinion be the moil effedual way of car- 
rying on the war ; that it would (to ufe 
their own words) he a means of drawing 
down blejftngs on her majejlys undertakingSy 
as it adds to the number of thofe placeSy 
where the prayers of her devout and faithful 
fubjeEis will be daily offered up to Gody for 
the profperity of her government at bome^ 
and the fuccefs of her arms abroad, 

I am fometimes hoping, that we are not 
naturally fo bad a people as we have ap' 
peared for fome years paft. FaSliony in 
order to fupport itfelf, is generally forced 
to make ufe of fuch abominable inllru- 
raents, that as long as it prevails, the ge- 
nius of a nation is over-prefled, and cannot 
appear to exert itfelf; but, when that is 
broken and fupprefled, when things return 
to the old courfe, mankind will naturally 
fall to ad from principles of reafon and 
religion. TheRomans, upon a great vidory 
or efeape from public danger, frequently 
built a temple in honour of fbme god, to 
whofe peculiar favour they imputed their 
fuccefs or delivery : and fometimes the 

general 
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general did the like, ai his awn expetice, to 
acquit himfelf of fome pious vow he had 
made. How little of any thing refembling 
this hath been done by us after all our 
vidlories! And perhaps for that reafon 
among others they have turned to fo little 
account. But what could we expe<a ? We 
a£ted all along ais if we believed nothing 
of a God, or his providence ; and there- 
fore it was confident to offer up our edi- 
fices only to thofe whom we looked upon 
as givers of all vtSlory in his ftead. 

I have computed that fifty churches 
may be built, by a medium, at fix thou- 
land pounds for a church, which is fome- 
what under the price of 2ifuhjeEfs palace ; 
yet perhaps the care of above two hundred 
thoufand fouls, with the benefit of their 
prayers for the profperity of their Queen 
and country, may be almoft put in the 
balance with the domeftic convenience, 
or even magnificence, of znyfubjeSl what- 
foevcr. 

Sit Jf^illiam Petty, who, under the name 
of captain Graunt, publilhed fomeobferva- 
tions upon the bills of mortality about five 
years after the Rejloration^ tells us the pa- 

riihes 
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riflies in London were even then fo une- 
qually divided, that fbm^ were two hun- 
dred times larger than others. Since that 
time, the increafe of trade, the frequency 
cf parliaments^ the defire of living in the 
metropolis, together with that genius for 
building which began after the Jire^ and 
hath ever fince continued, have prodigi- 
oufly enlarged this town on all fides where 
it was capable of increafe ; and thofe trads 
of land built into ftreets have generally 
continued of the fame parifh they belonged 
to while they lay in fields j fo that the 
care of above thirty thoufand fouls hath 
been fometimes conimitted to one mint^ 
fier, whofe church would hardly contain 
the twentieth part of his flock : neitherj 
I think, was any family in thofe parifhes 
obliged to pay above a groat a year to their 
jlpiritual paflor. Some few of thofe parifhes 
hav^ been fince divided, in others were 
ere^ed chapels of eafe, where a preacher 
is maintained by general contribution. 
Such poor fhifts and expedients, to the 
infinite fhame and fcandal of fo vaft and 
flouriftiing a city, have been thought fuf- 
ficient for the fervice of God and religion, 
I as 
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s if they were circumAances wholly in- 
iiFerent* 

This dcfc&f among other cidniequences 
•£ it, hath imdcjcbt/m a fort of neceflary 
vil; there being at leaft three hundred 
houfand inhabitants in this town whoni 
he churches would not be able to contain, 
f the people were ever fo well diljwfed: 
nd in a city not overftocked with zeal 
he only way to preferve any degree of 
eligion, is to make all attendance upon 
he duties of it as eafy and cheap as pof- 
ible; whereas, on the contrary, in the 
irger parifhes, the prefs is fo great, and the 
lew- keepers tax fo exorbitant, that thofe 
7 ho love to fave trouble and money either 
lay at home or retire to the conventicles, 
believe there are few examples, in any 
hrijlian country, of fo great a neglect of 
eligion ; and the difTenting teachers have 
nade their advantage largely by il^ffrmng 
ares among the -wheat uohile menjkpty being 
auch more expert at procuring contribu- 
ions, which is a trade they are bred up 
1, than men of a liberal education. 

And, to fay truth, the way pradifed 
>y feveral parifhes in and about this town, 

of 
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of maintaining their clergy by voluntary 
fubfcriptions, is not only an indignity to 
the chara<9ter, but hath inany pernicious 
confequences attending it ; fucn a preca- 
rious dependence fubjeAing a clergyman, 
who hath not more than ordinary fpirit 
and refolution, to many inconveniences, 
which are obvious to imagine ; but this 
defedl will no doubt be remedied by the 
wifdom and piety of the prefent parliament; 
and a tax laid upon every houfe in a pa- 
rifli for the fupport of their paftor. Neither 
indeed can it be conceived, why a houfe 
whofe purchafe is not reckoned above one 
third lefs than land of the fame yearly rent, 
fhould not pay a twentieth part annually 
(which is half tithe) to the fupport of the 
minifter. One thing I could wifli, that in 
fixing the maintenance to the feveral mini- 
fters in thefe new int^ded • pariOies no 
determinate fum of money may be named, 
which in "all perpetuities ought by any 
means to be avoided, but rather a tax in 
proportions to the rent of each houfe, al- 
though it be but a twentieth, or even a 
thirtieth part. The contrary of this, I am 
told, was done in feveral parifiies of the 
4 city 



after the fi-e^ Vvhere the incumbent 
his fuccdSbrs were to receive for ever 
tain fum i for eifample, one or two 
Ired potinds a year. But the lawgivers 
not confider, that what we call at 
nt one hundred pounds will not itl 
iCs of time have the intrlnfic value: 
venty j as twenty pounds now af • 
ty equal to forty (hillings three hun- 
years ago. There are a thoUfand in- 
es of this all ovtT England^ in referved 
applied to hofpitalsj in old chiefriesj 
;ven among the clergy themfclves, in 
payments which, I think, they call a 

Si 

s no ptirice had evet better difpofi- 
than her prefent majefty fdr the ad- 
^ment of true religion ; fo there never 
my age that produced greater occa- 
to employ them oil. It is an unfpeak- 
misfortune, that any defigfi of fo ex- 
it a Queen (hould be checked by the 
litieS of a long and ruinous war, 
h the folly or corruption of modcrti 
cians have involved us in^ againft all the 
ras whereby our country flouriOied 
any hundred years: elfc her majefty*s 
OL. VIIL Z care 
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cafe of teligion would.- certainly; Imvc. 

reached even to her Atmrkan plantations^. 

Thofe noble countries, (locked by nuxnbi^j 

from hence, whereof too many are ift, 00 

very great reputation for faith or moraUi; 

will be a perpetual reproach to.us>, u&til 

fome better care be taken for cultivatii^ 

chriflianity 2imong thtta. If the govomor;:. 

of thofe feveral colonics were (^g^ Hk 

certain times to tranfmit an exad.xepren 

fentation of the ftatc of religion in their 

feveral diftrids» and the legiOature here 

would in a time of leifure uke that a&ir 

under their coofiderationj it. might be 

perfeded with little difficulty, and he % 

great addition to -the glories of her: nlaje- 

ily's reign.. 

But^ to wave further fpeculations upon 
fo remote a fcene, while we have fubje^ 
enough to employ them on at home ; it is 
to be hoped the clergy will not let flip 
any proper opportunity of improving the 
pious difpofitions of the Queen and kmg- 
dom for the advantage of the church j 
when, by the example of times paft, they 
confider how rarely fuch conjundur^ are 
like to happen* What if fome method 
S were 
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were thought on towards repairing of 

churches j for which there is like to be 

to<> frequent occafion } thofe ancient Gpthic 

ftnidures tlifoughoiit this kingdom going 

every year ta decay ? That expedient of 

repairing or rebuilding them by charitable 

eoHddtions feettis in my opinion not vtrf 

fuitable either to the dignity and ufeful-. 

nefs of the Work, or to the hofnour of our 

countfy ; fince it might be h eafiiy done, 

with very little charge to the publick, in 

a. much more decent and hottdurable man-* 

oer, while parliatnents are (ai frequently 

called. But tbefe and other regulation^ 

nittft- be left to a tinie of peace^ which I 

{hall humbly prefume to wifh may ibooi 

be our flu[re, however ofFeniive it may be 

foany, either ^^i:?^ or at hmgf whd aref 

gsiners by the war. 
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NUMBER XLIII. 
Thurfday, May 31, 1711. 

Sciliiet, ut pojjis curvo dignofcere reSium, 

HAVING been forcied in my papen 
to ufe the cant-words of whig and 
tory^ which have fo often varied their fig- 
nifications for twenty years paft ; I think 
it neccfiary to fay fomethtngof thefeveral 
changes thofe two tenns have undergone 
fince that period ; and then to tell the 
reader what I have always underflood by 
each of them, (ince I undertook this work. 
I reckon that thefe forts of conceited ap- 
peUations are ufually invented by the vul- 
gar ; who, not troubling themfelves to 
examine thoroughly the merits of a caufe, 
are confequently the moft violent partiians 
of what they efpoufe, and in their quar- 
rels ufually proceed to their beloved ar^ 
gument of calling namzs^ until at length 
they light upon one which is fure fo ftick 5 
and in time each party grows proud of 
that appellation, which their adverfaries 
at firft intended for a. reproach. Ofthis 

kind 
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kink were the Prafini and Feneti, the 
Guelfs and Gibelines, Hugmots and Papiftsj 
Round-heads and Cavaliers, with many 
others of ancient and modern date. A- 
mong us of late there feems to have been 
a barrennefs of invention in this point; the 
words Wi6/^and tory^ although they be not 
much above thirty years old, having been 
prefied to the fervice of many fuccxilions 
•of parties with very difierent ideas faftened 
to thenu This diftindUon, I think, began 
towards the latter part of king Charles the 
iecond*8 reign, was dropt during that of 
his fucceflbr, and then revived at the Re- 
voiuiioft ; iince which it hath perpetually 
flourifhed, although applied to very dif- 
ferent kinds of principles and perfons. In 
that convention of lords and commons, 
fbme of both hbufes were for a regency to 
the prince of Orange, with a refervation 
of ifyle and title to the abJent king, which 
fhould be made ufe of in all public a<^s : 
others, when they were brought to allow 
the; throne vacant, thought the fucceilioa 
fhould immediately, go to the next heir, 
according to the fundamental laws of the 
kiiigdom, as if the laid king were adlually 

Z 3 dead. 
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dead. And although the diilenting lords 
(in whofe houle the chief oppoiition ym\ 
did at laft yield both thofie points, tci0k the 
oaths to the new king, and oiany of ^m 
employments; yet they were looked «pon 
with an evil eye by the warm zealots of 
the other fide; ^either did the cdurt ever 
heartily favour any. of them, altbovgb 
fome of them were of the moft emHient 
for abilities and virtue, and (erved that 
prince hoth in his councils and hiVi army 
vvith untainted faith. . It was apprehended 
at the fame time, and perhaps it might 
have been true, that many of the clergy 
would have been better pleaied with the 
fcheme of a regency ^ or at leaft an uninter- 
rupted lineal iuccefBon, for the iake of 
thofe vvhofe confciences were truly ycri;*- 
ffukus ; and they thought there were foroe 
circumftances ip the cafe of the deprived 
bifhops, that looked a little hard» or at 
Jeaft deferred commiferation. 

Thefe and other the like reBexions 
did, as I conceive, revive the . denomina- 
tions of <w/>:g and torj'» . ■ vV 

Some time after the Revolution^^thQdi- 
^nflion ot 6/c^6 and Vow churcl^^^fttti? in» 

^Iii^h 
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wbkh was raffed by the diflenter^,in order 
to break the church party by dividing the 

-iifembers into i6i^^ and /cwi andtheopi- 
fiidHs ratfed, that the i6/^i6 joined with the 

I'fapil^r^ inclined the low to fall in with the 

• *' And here I (hall take leave to produce 
'^ttie principles, which in the feveral pe- 

'tkJds of the late reign fcrved to denote a 

• thin of one or t'other party. To be againft 
a ftanding army in time of peace, was all 
m^h^burch^ tory^ and tantivy \ to differ 
from a majority of bifliops, was the fame, 

;T6 raife the prerogative above law for 
(crving a turn, was km- church and whig. 
The opinion of the majority in the houle 
of commons, efpecially of the country 
patty or landed intercft, was high-^jifjgand 
tank tory. To exalt the king's fuprfema- 
fcy beyond all precedent, was loyo-churchy 
wbiggijh, and moderate. To make the leaft 
doubt of the pretended prince's being fup- 
poiititious 'and a tilers fon, was in their 
pbtafe top and top^gallant^ and ferfeSi 
jacobitifm. To refume the moft exorbitant 
;^raht$' that were ever given to a fett of 
■ '^Pofligate favourites, and apply them to 

• •'.-'•/ • Z 4 »he 
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.i^l^e pu^if^k) wjas tb^ very ^uiiiteflcnce of 
ifi/^5^ ; Jiot wirijftaiidii?g thofegranta were 
ki^wn to ,b^ acquired |iy ^cri£iiiog the 
.ti^onpur aod tbe wea\xh,Ql JSfg^i^* ~ '^ ' 
r In the moft of tbefe prioc^}es the Cvq 
. parties feem to have Oiifted opinkmS} fiooe 
their ioftitution under king Ciarks'dK 
Tccond ; and ipde^ tp have gone vety 
diiicrent from what was expe^^d fipoo^ 
jcach, even at the time of the Rednlutm, 
But as to that concerning the^tne!^»»Ar, 
the wbigs have To far reaoqhc^ it> that 
they are grdwn the great advocate^ for his 
l^ngitjmacy ; ivhich gives pae the oppor* 
tunity of vindicating a noble duke, wiio 
was accuied of a blunder jn the houfe, 
^heQ, upon a certain lord's mentiooing the 
f^efettdeiJi princi't his grace tpkl the lords, 
bz mufi. be plain with tbemy and ce^ll thai 
ferfony pot the pretended priftct, ha tJk 
\preUnd^dimpoJior : which wa$ Co far hoa\ 
a blujQder ip that pqlite lord-, at; jiis i\U. 
. fvij.]^|-s give out, that it was only a tefiflEcd 
ivay pf delivering th^* avowed ieotifnedts 
of his ^yhplc party. • 

But to return : .this was the (late of 
principles^ when the Queen came to th^ 
' ' '" ' '" ' '■ *■ ^ ■■ " crown; 
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(crown ; (ome time after which it pleafed 
certam greot^ perfim^ who had been all 
their Kyc$ itt the sdtitude of tory profeflion, 
to enter into a treaty with the 'midgs^ from 
whom they could get better terms than 
from their old friends, who began to be 
refly, and would not allow monopolies of 
power and ^vour, nor confent to carry on 
-^ war entirely at the expence of this na-> 
tion, that they might have penfions from 
abroad ; while another people, more im- 
mediately concerned in the war, traded 
with the enemy as iii times of peace ; 
whereas the "other party, whofe cafe ap- 
peared then asdefperate, was ready to 
yield to any conditions that would bring 
them into play. And I cannot help af- 
firming, that this nation was made a &•» 
crifice to the unmeafurable appetite of 
power and wealth in a wrf^m, that (hall 
be namelefs^ who in every ftep they made 
aded dtredly againft what they had al* 
ways profeflied. And, if his royal highnefs 
the prince * had died (bme years fooner 
(who was a perpetual check in their career), 

• Prince George joi Demnark. 
-■■ ' it 
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it is dreadful to think how for they might 
have proceeded. 

Since that time, the bulk of the iDhigi 
appeareth rather to be h'nked to a certain 
fett oi perfoHSy than any certain fett of 
principles \ fo that, if I were to define a 
member of that party, I (hould (ay, he was 
one v3ho believed in the late minifiry. And 
therefore whatever I haveaffirmedofwiS/^j 
in any of thefe papers, or objeAed againft 
them, ought to be underftood either of 
thofe who were partifans of the late men 
in power, and privy to their defigns, or 
fuch who joined with them from a hatred 
to our monarchy and church, as unbe- 
lievers and dijfenters of all fizcs ; or men 
in office, who had been guilty of much 
corruption, and dreaded a change, which 
would not only put a ftop to further ab- 
ufes for the future, but might perhaps in- 
troduce examinations of what was paft ; 
or thofe who had been too highly obligjed 
to quit their fupporters with any common 
decency ; or laftly, the mone^traderi^ who 
could never hope to make their markets 
fo well o{ premiums^ and exorbitant inter- 

eft, 



^'43. THE EXAMINER. 547 

eft, and high remittaoce^i by ^ny other ja^ 
miniftration. 

; Undqr thefe heads may be reduced th^ 
whole body of thofe whom I have all a- 
Jpng und^pod for 'wbf£[s ; for I do qpt 
i^kde within this number any of tho&, 
who have been milled by ignorance, or 
feduced by plaufible pretences, to think 
better of that fort of men than they de> 
ierve, «nd to apprehend mighty dangers 
from their difgrace ; becaufel beiieye the 
greateil part of fuch well-meanipg people 
are now tborpughly converted. 

And indeed it muft be allowed, that 
th^ two fantafltic names of ?£?^/*^ and tory 
have at prcjfent very little relation to ^qfe 
Opinions, which were at firft thought, to 
diftipguifh them, Whoever formerly prp- 
fefTed himfelf to qpprovp the RevoJun'o^y 
to be again^ thp pretender^ to jqft^fy the 
fgcceOipn in the houk oi .Harijover^ lo 
think the Britijb monarchy npt abfolute, 
but limited by Jaws which the executive 
power couy not difpenie with, and to 
allow an indulgence to fcrupulous con> 
fciences; fuch a man was content tp be 
^llcd a whig. On t|^ other fide, whoever 

afltrrted 
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afiertcxi theQuEEN^s hereditary right, that 
the perfons of princes were facred, their 
)av¥iul authority not to be refilled on any 
pretence ; nor even their ufurpatioos, with- 
out the moft extreme neceiHty; that 
breaches in the fuocefllon were highly 
dangerous; that^ii^ was a great evil, 
both in itfelf and its con&quences ; that 
the ruin of the ehurcb would probably be 
attended with that of the^o/^; that oo 
power fhould be trufted with thoie who 
are not of the cftablifhed reli^oa i fuch a 
man was ufually called a tory* Now, al- 
though the opinions of both thefe are very 
confident, and I really think are main- 
tained at prefent by a great majority of 
the kingdom ; yet according as men ap- 
prehend the danger greater, either from 
the pretender and his party, or from the 
violence and cunning of other enemies to 
the conftitution, fo their common dif- 
courfes and reafonings turn either to the 
firfl or fecond fett of thefe opinions I have 
mentioned; and they are con^uently 
ftyled either whigs or tories. Which is as if 
two brothers apprehended their houfe 
would be let upon, but difsgrced a^ut 

the 
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the place from whence they thought th$f 
rMers would come, and therefore would 
go on difiercnt fides to defend it $ they 
iiiuft needs weaken and expofe themfelves 
by fuch iifeparatiort ; and fo did we, only 
our cafe wias wdrfe; for, in order to keep 
off a w»»^ remte eneff^, from whom wc 
cx>uld not fuddenly apprehend any danger^ 
we took a nearer and 9i fir anger one into 
the houfe, I make no comparifon at all 
Between the two enemies; popery and 
fiavery are without doubt the greateft and 
moft dreadful of any ; but I may venture 
to affirm, that the fears of thcfe have riot, 
at leafl fince the Revolution^ been fo clofe 
and preffing upon us as that from another 
faSioni excepting only one fhort period, 
when the leaders of that very fadion in- 
vited the abdicating king to return ;v df 
which I have formerly taken notice. 

Having thus declared what fort ofper- 
fbns I have always meant under the de- 
nomination of wbigSt it will be eaiy 16 
Ihcw whom I underftand by tories. Such 
whofe principles in church and flate are 
what I have above related^; whofe anions 
are derived from thence, and who have iio 

attach- 
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attachment to" any fett ofi^nifierSf fvlrcfae^ 
than as they are friends to the conftitutic^ . 
in all its parts ; but will db their utnu}!^ 
to fave their prince and coontryi ^botver' 
be at the helm. 

By thefe deferiptions oiwbigzxid totyi 
I am fenfible tbofe names are git^en to fe^ 
veral perfons very ondefervedly ; and thit 
many a man is called hy one or the other, 
who has not the leafl: title to the blame or 
pfaife I have bellowed on each of them 
throughout my papers^ 

NUMBER XLIV. 
Thurfday, June 7, 171 i. . 

Magna <Uh efi iriagnum ftomerty unum et 
idem fefitietUis fendtusi 

VX WHOEVER caih to mind tfeecla- 
^ ^ mour and the calumny, the artifi- 
cial fdars and jealoufies, the (hameful mif- 
reprefentation of peHbns and of things, 
that were raifed and fpread by the leaders 
aad inilruments of a certain party ^ upon 
the change of the lafl miniftry attd dif- 
folution of the parliaments if he be a ttue 

lover 
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lover of his country, muil feel a mighty,, 
pkafure, although mixed with fome itk^y 
dignation, to fee the wiflies, the conjee*, 
tures, the endeavours, of an inveterater 
faction ihtirely difappointed ; and this im-:. 
portant . period wholly fpent in reftoring 
the prerogative of the prince, and liberty 
to the fubjed; in reforming paft abufes 
and preventing future, fupplying old defi- 
ciencies, providing for ;debts, reftoring the 
clergy to their right, and taking care of 
the neceflities of the churchy and all this 
unattended with any of thofe misfortunes - 
which fome men hoped for, while they 
pretended to fear. 

For my own part 1 muft confefs, the 
clifiiculties appeared fo great to me, from 
fuch a noife and fhew of oppofition, that 
I thought nothing but the abfolute necef- 
iity of affairs could ever juftify fo daring 
an attempt. But a wife and good prince, 
at the head of an able miniflry, and of a 
ienate freely chofen, all united to purfud 
the true interefl of their country, is a power, 
a^infl which the little inferior politicks 
lof any fadion will be able to make no 
iQng refiftaQce. To this we xt^y add one 
•,..,; addi- 
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additional firengtb, which in the opiniori 
of our adver fanes is the greateft and jufteft 
of any ; 1 mean the vox p^puBy lb indif- 
putably declarative on the fame iide. I am 
apt to believe, when thefe difcarded poli- 
ticians begin /erioufly to coniider all this, 
they will think it proper to give out, and 
referve their wifdom for fome more con- 
venient jun<Sliire. 

It is pleafant enough to obierve, that 
thofe who were the chief infbuments of 
railing the noiie, who flarted fears, be- 
ipoke dangers, and formed ominous pro- 
gnoClicks, in order to (care the allies^ to 
fpirit the French^ and fright ignorant peo- 
ple at home, made ufe of thofe very opi- 
nions themfelves had broached^ for argu-^ 
inents to prove that the change of mini-> 
fters was dangerous and unfeafbfiable. BuC 
if a houfe hcfioept^ the more occafion there 
is for fuch a work, the more duft it will 
raife ; if it be going to m», i)\trepa$rSy 
however necellary, will make a imijey and 
dijiurb the neigblmrbood a while. And as 
to the rejoicings made in France^ if it be 
true that they had any, upon the news of 
thofe alterations among usj their joy was 

grounded 
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groiiAdedupdri th.t'fame hopes with that 
c^ t\i'6 'whigSy who comforted them fdve^* 
that the change of miniftry and parlia- 
ment would infallibly put us all into con- 
ftifion, increafe our divilions, and deftroy 
our credit, wherein I fuppofeby this time 
they arc equally undeceived 4 

But this long feffion being in a man- 
ner ended, which feveral circumftances 
and one accident altogether unforefeen 
have drawn out beyond the ufual time ; 
it may be fome fmall piece of juftice to 
lb excellent an aflenibly barely to men- 
tion a few of thofe great things they have 
done for the fervice of their Queen and 
country, which I fhall take notice of juft 
as they come to my memory. 

The credit of the nation began mightily " 
to fuffer by a difcoiint upon Exchequer 
bills, which have been generally reckoned 
the fureft and moft facred of all fecuritids. . 
The prefent lord treafurer yXh^n a member 
of the houfe of commons, propofed a me- 
thod, which was immediately complied 
with, of raifing them to a par with Jpsciey 
and fo they have ever fince continued: 
Vol. VIII. A a The 
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The Britijh colonies of Nevis and St, 
Chrijlophers had been miferably plundered 
by the French^ their houfes burnt, their 
plantations deftroyed, and many of the in- 
habitants carried away prifoners ; they had 
often for fome years paft applied in vain 
for relief from hence; until the prefent- 
parliament, confidering their condition as 
a cafe of juftice and mercy, voted them 
one hundred thoufand pounds by way of 
recom pence in fome manner for their fuf- 
ferings. 

Some perfons, whom the voice of the 
nation authorizeth me to call her enemies^ 
taking advantage of the general naturali- 
zation a<9:, had invited over a great num- 
ber of foreigners of all religions, under the 
name o'i Palatines^ who underftoodno trade 
or handicraft, yet rather chofe to beg than 
labour; who, befides infefting our ftreets, 
bred contagious difeafes, by which we loft 
in natives thrice the number of what we 
gained in foreigners. The houfe of com** 
mons, as a remedy againft this evil, brought 
in a bill for repealing that a<ft of genera! 
naturalization; which, to the furprize erf" 
Hijft people, was reje£le.d by the lords. 

And 
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And upon this occafion I muft allow. 
mylelf to h^ve been juftly rebuked by one 
of my weekly monitors for pretending, in 
a former paper^ to hope that law would 
be repealed ; wherein the commons being 
difappointed, took care however to fend 
many of the Palatines away, and to repre- 
fent their being invited over as a pernicious 
counfel. 

The qualification-bill^ incapacitating all 
men to ferve in parliament, who have not 
fbme eflate in land either in poiTeHion or 
certain reverfion, is perhaps the greatell 
Iccurity that ever was contrived for pre- 
ferving the conftitution, which otherwife 
might in a little time lie wholly a): the 
mercy of the monied intereft. And fince 
much the greateft part of the taxes is paid 
either immediately from land or from its 
produdlions, it is but common juftice, that 
thofe, who are the proprietors, fhould ap- 
point what portion of it ought to go to 
the fupport of the publick ; otherwife the 
engroflers of money would be apt to lay 
heavy loads on others, which themfelvcs 
nt ver touch with one of their fingers. 

Aa 2 The 
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The public debts were fb prodigioufly 
increafed by the negligence and corrup* 
tion of thofe who had been managers of 
the revenue, that the late minifters, like 
carclefs men who run out their fortunes, 
were fo far from any thoughts of payment, 
that they had not the courage to ftate or 
compute them. The parliament found, 
that thirty-five millions had never been 
accounted for ; and that the debt on the 
navy, wholly unprovided for, amounted 
to nine millions. The late chancellor of the 
Exchequer *, fuitable to his tranfcendent 
genius for public affairs, propofed a fund, 
to be fecurity for that immenfe debt, which 
is now confirmed by a law, and is likely 
to prove the grcatelt reftoration and efta- 
bliOiment of the kingdom's credit. Not 
content with this, the legiilature hath ap- 
pointed commiflioncrs of accompts to in- 
ipc(5l into paft mifmanagements of the 
public money, and prevent them for the 
future. 

I have in a former paper mentioned the 
adt for building fifty new churches in 

« Earl of Oxford. 

London 
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London and Wejiminjler^ with a fund ap- 
propriated for that pious and noble work. 
But while I am mentioning adls of piety, 
it would be unjuft to conceal my lord high 
treafurers con(xxn for reh'gion, which hath 
extended even to another kingdom : his 
lordfhip having fome months ago obtained 
of her majefty the firft fruits and tenths to 
the clergy of Irelafid^ as he is known to 
have before done to that reverend ' body 
here *. 

The ad: for carrying on a trade to the 
South'Jeay propofed by the fame great per- 
fon, whofe thoughts are perpetually em- 
ployed, and ever with fucccfs, on the good 
of his country, will in all probability, if 
duly ex'ecuted, beol mighty advantage to 
the kingdom, and an everkfting honour 
to the prefent parHament. 

I might go on further, and mention that 
feafonable law againfl: exceflive gaming ; 
the putting a flop to that fcandalous fraud 
of falfe mufters in the guards ; the diligent 
and efFedual enquiry made by the com- 
mons into feveral grofs abufes. I might 

* See the author's letters to archbiihop King^ vol, xiy. &c» . 

A a 3 produce 
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produce many inftances of their impartial 
juftice in deciding controverted eledions 
againfty^jrw^r example^ and great provo- 
cations to retaliate. 1 might {hew their 
chearful readlnefs in granting fuch vaft 
fupplies ; their great unanimity, not to be 
broken by all the arts of a malicious and 
cunning fadion ; their unfeigned duty to 
the Queen; and laftly, that reprefeota- 
tion made to her majefty from the houfe 
of commons, difcovering fuch a fpirit and 
difpoficion in that noble aflembly to re- 
drefs all thofe evils, which a long male- 
adminidration had brought upon us. 

It is probable, that, trufting only to my 
memory, I may have omitted many things 
of great inaportance; neither do I*pretend 
further in the compafs of this paper, than 
to give the world fome general, however 
imperfed, idea how worthily this great 
aflembly hath difcharged the truft of thofc 
who fo freely chofe them^ and what we 
may reafpnably hope and exped from the 
piety, courage, wifdom, and loyalty of 
fuch excellent patriots in a time fo fruits 
ful of occafionis to ejfcrt the greateft abi- 

And 
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And now I conceive the main defign 
I had in writing thefe papers is fully exe- 
cuted. A great majority of the nation is 
at length thoroughly convinced, that the 
<^EEN proceeded with the higheft wif- 
dom in changing her miniftry and parlia- 
ment^ that under a former adminiftra- 
tion the greateft abufes of all kinds were 
committed, and the moft dangerous at- 
tempts againfl the conOitution for fome 
time intended. The whole kingdom finds 
the prefent perlbns in power diredly and 
openly purfuing the true fervice of their 
Queen and country ; and to be fuch 
whom their moft bitter enemies cannot 
tax with bribery, covetoufnefs, ambition, 
pride, infblence, or any pernicious prin- 
ciples in religion or government. 

For my own particular, thofe little 
barking curs, which have fb conftantly 
purfued me; I take to be of no further 
confequence to what I have written, than 
the fcoffing flaves of old, placed behind 
the chariot to put the general in mind of 
his mortality ; which was but a thing of 
form, and made no flop or difturbance in 
the fhow. However, if thofe perpetual 
A a 4. fnaflers 
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fnarlers againft me had the fame defign, I 
muft own they have efFedually compaffed 
it ; fince nothing can well be more mortify- 
ing than to refledl, that I am of the fame 
fpecies with creatures capable of uttering 
fo much fcurrility, dulnefs, falftiood, and 
impertinence, to the fcandal and difgrace 
of human nature *. 



'* AsN^ 13 wasthefirftof 
thefc pjpers written by Dr. 
StuJfjty N*' 44 was the laft. 
Six more have been printed 
in the Irijb Edition, which is 
a proof among many other$, 
that He was not the Editor. 
in a Letter of his to Stella^ 
datedy^/i/y, 171 1, the day 
on which the Examiner ^ N** 
^4, was publifhcd, there is 
tne following paragraph :. 
•'As for the Examiner ^ I 
*' have heard a whifper, that, 
•* after that of this day, 
*' which tells what this par- 
** liamcnt has done, you will 
** hardly find them fo good ; 
•» 1 prophefy they will be 



^* tra(h for the future ; and 
** methinks in this day's 
*' Examiner the Author talks 
<* doubtfully, as if he would 
'* write no more, fo that if 
** they go on, they may pro- 
** bably be by fome ocher 
** hand; which, in my opi- 
** nion» is a thoufand pities ; 
*• but who can help it ? Ob- 
f* ferve whether the change 
** be difcovered in Dublin ; 
*' only for your own curi- 
." ofuy." In a fubfequcnt 
Letter, dated Auguli 24th, he 
fays, *' the Examiner has been 
** down this Month, and was 
** very filly the five or fixlaft 
" papers.!* 
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THE PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

AB O U T the year, when her late ma- 
jefty of blefled memory thought 
proper to change her miniftry, and brought 
in Mr. Harley, Mr. St. "Johtty Sir Sfmm 
Harcourty and fome others ; the firfl d[ 
thefe being made an earl and lord trea- 
furer, he was foon after blamed by his 
friends for not making a general fweep 
of all the wbigSy as the latter did of their 
adverfaries upon her majefty's death, 
when they came into power. At that 
time a great number of parliament men, 
amounting to above two hundred, grew 
io warm upon the flownefsof the trca- 
furer in this part, that they formed them- 
&lves into a body under the name c^ the 
OSiob^r Cluby and had many meetings, to 
confult upon ibme methods that migl^ 
fpur on thofe in power, fo that they might 
make a quicker difpatch in removing all 
of the whig leaven from the employments 
they ftill poffeffed. To prevent the ill 
confequences of this dilcontent among (q 
many worthy members, the reft of J:he 

miniftry 
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jnioiftry joined with the treafurer, partly 
to pacify, and partly to divide thoie, who 
were in greater haAe than moderate men 
thought convenient. It was well known, 
that the fuppofed author met a confider- 
able number of this club in a public- 
houfe, where he convinced them very 
plainly of the treafurer's fincerity, with 
many of thofe very reafbns which are 
urged in the following difcourfe, beiides 
(bme others which were not fo proper to 
appear at that time in print; 

The treafurer alledged in his defence, 
that fuch a treatment would not confift 
with prudence, becaufe there were many 
employments to be bejftowed, which re- 
quired ikill and practice ; that (everal gen- 
tlemen, who pofleffed them, had been long 
verfed, very loyal to her majefty, had ne- 
*ver been violent party- men, and were 
ready to fall into all honed meaTures for 
the fervice of their queen and country. 
But however, as offices became vacant, 
he would humbly recommend to her ma- 
jefty fuch gentlemen, whofe principles 
with regard both to church and ftape his 

friends 
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friends would approve of, and he would 
be ready to accept their recommendations. 
Thus the earl proceeded in procuring em- 
ployments for thofe, who deferved them 
by their honefty and abilities to execute 
them ; which I confefs to have been a 
fingularity not very likely to be imitated. 
However the gentlemen of this club ftill 
continued unealy that no quicker progrefs 
was made in removals, until thofe who 
were leaft violent began to foften a little, 
or by dividing them the whole affair 
dropped. During this difficulty we ha\^e 
been affured, that the following difcourfe 
was very feafonably publifhed with great 
fuccefs, fhewing the difficulties that the 
earl of Oxford lay under, and his real de- 
fire, that all perfons in employment fhould 
be true loyal churchmen, zealous for her 
majefly's honour and fafety, as well as for 
thfc fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover ^ if 
the queen fhould happen to die without 
iffue. This difcourfe having been pub- 
lifhed about the year 171 1, and many of . 
the fads forgotten, would not have beeh 
generally underflood without fome expla- 
nation, 
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nation, which we have now endeavoured 
to give, becaufe itfeems a point of hiftory 
too material to be loft. We owe this piece 
of intelligence to an intimate of the fup- 
pofed author *. 



* Sec a further account 
both of this Club and of the 
methods by which it was re- 
duced^ in vol. xv. of this 
collection. On its difiblu- 
tion, a confiderable number 
of the members belonging to 
ii formed another, under the 



denomination of the March* 
cluhj which was, however, of 
no long duration ; a circuxn* 
ftance owing to the prudent 
management of the lord trca- 
furcr Herlty and Mr. fecrc- 
tary St. 'John. N. 
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Gentlembn, 

SINCE thefirft inftiturion of your 
fociety, I have always thought you 
capable of the greateft things. Such a 
number of perfons, members of parlia- 
ment, true lovers of our conftitution in 
church and ftate, meeting at certain times, 
and mixing bufinefs and converfation to* 
gether without the forms and conftraint 
neceflary to be obferved in public aflem- 
blies, muft very much improve each other's 
underftanding, corre£b and fix your judg- 
ment, and prepare yourfelves againft any 
defigns of the oppofite party. Upon the 
opening of this feffion an incident ha(h 
happened, to provide againft the confe- 
quences whereof will require your utmoft 

vigi- 
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vigilance and- application. All this lafl 
fummer the enemy was working undet 
ground, and laying their train ; thty gra- 
dually became more frequent and bold in 
their pamphlets and papers, while thofe 
on our fide were dropped, sis if we had no 
farther occaflon for them. Some time be- 
fore an opportunity fell into their hands, 
which they have cultivated ever fince; 
and thereby have endeavoured in fome 
fort to turn thofe arts againft us, which 
had been fo efiedually employed to their 
ruin : a plain demonflration of their fupe^ 
rior (kill at intrigue ; to make a fbatagem 
fucceed a (econd time, and this even a- 
gainft thofe who firft tried it upon them. 
I know not whether this opportunity I 
have mentioned could have, been prevented 
by any car© without ftraining a very ten- 
tier point, which thofe chiefly concerned 
avoided by all means, becaufe it might 
feem a counterpart of what they had fo 
much condemned in their predeceflfors ; 
although it is certain the two cafes were 
widely different; and if policy had once 
got the better of good nature, all had been 
fafe, for there was no other danger in 

view: 
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view : but the confequences of this were 
forcfcen from the beginning; and thofe 
who kept the watch had early warning of 
it. It would have been a mafter-piece of 
prudence in this cafe to have made a 
friend of an enemy. But whether that were 
poflible to be compafled, or whether it 
were ever attempted, is now too late to 
enquire. All accommodation was render- 
ed defperate by an unlucky proceeding 
forne months ago at Wind/or^ which was 
a declaration of war too frank and gene- 
rous for that fituation of affairs ; and I am 
told was not approved by a certain great 
minifter. It was obvious to fuppofe, that 
in a particular, where the honour and in- 
tereft of a hujhand were fo clofely united 
with thofe of a wife^ he might be fure of 
her utmoft endeavours for his proteftion, 
although (lie neither loved nor efteemed 
him. The danger of lofing power, favour, 
profit, and fhelter from domejiic tyraft-- 
ny^ were ftrong incitements to ftir up a 
working brain early pradlifed in all the 
arts of intriguing. Neither is it fafe to 
count upon the weaknefs of any man's 
under {landing, who is thoroughly pofleffed 
Vol. VIIL Bb with 
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with the fpirit of revenge to fharpen his 
invention : nothing elfe is required befides 
obJequiGufneJ^ and afftduity \ which, as they 
are often the talents of thofe who have no 
better, fo they arc apt to make impreflions 
upon the bejl and greatejl minds. 

It was no fniall advantage to the dejign- 
ing party f that, fipce the adventure at 
JVindJor^ the perfon on whom we fo much 
depend ^2L%\iy[^^ abfent by ficknefs ; which 
hindered him from purfuing thofe mea- 
fures l;hat minifters are in prudence forced 
to take, to defend their country and them- 
felves againft an irritated faction. 1 he ?ic- 
gotiators on the other fide improved this 
favourable conjunt9:ure to the utmoft ; 
and, by an unparalleled boldnefs, accom- 
panied with many falflioods, perfuaded 
certain lords (who were already in the 
fame principle, but were afraid of making 
a wrong ftep, left it fliould lead them out 
of their coaches into the dirt) that voting 
in appearance againft the court would be 
the fafeft courfc to avoid the danger they 
moft apprehended, which was that of lof- 
ing their penftons ; and their opinions, 
y/hen produced, would, by feemingly con- 
tradicting 
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tradidting their intereft, have an appear- 
ance of virtue into the bargain. This, with 
fome arguments of more immediate power ^ 
went far in producing that ftrange unex- 
pe<9:ed turn we have (o lately feen, and 
from which our adverfaries reckoned upon 
fuch wonderful effeds; and fome of them, 
particularly my lord chief juftice, began 
to ad: as if all were already in their power. 
But although the more immediate caufes 
of this defertion were what I have above 
related, yet I am apt to think it would 
hardly have been attempted, or at lead 
not have fucceeded, but for a prevailing 
opinion, that the church party and the 
minifters had different views, or at leaft 
were not fo firmly united as they ought 
to have been. It was commonly faid, and 
I fuppofe not without fome ground of 
truth, that many gentlemen of your club 
were difcontented to find fo little done ; 
that they thought it looked as if people 
were not in earnefl \ that they expeded to 
fee a thorough change with refpedl to em- 
ployments ; and although every man could 
not be provided for, yet when all places 
yi^ere filled with perfons of good principles, 
6 b 2 there 
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there would be fewer complaints and \d% 
danger from the other party ; that this 
change was hoped for all laft fumqner, and 
even to the opening of the feilion, yet 
nothing done. On the other hand^ it was 
iirgcd by fome, in favour of the miniftry, 
that it v/asimpofTibie to find employments 
for one pretender in twenty j and therefore 
in gratifying one nineteen would be dif 
obliged; but while all had leave to hope, 
they would all endeavour to deferve: but 
this again was eftecmed a very fhallow 
policy, which was top eafily fcen. through, 
muft foon come to an end, and would 
caufe a general difcontent ; with twenty 
other objedions to which it was liable : 
and indeed, confidering the fliort life of 
minifters in our climate, it was wjth fomc 
rcafon thought a little hard, that thofe for 
\vhom any employment was intended, 
ihould by fuch a delay be probably de- 
prived of half their benefit ; not to men- 
tion, that a miniftry is beil confirmed, 
when all inferior officers are in its intercft. 
I have fet this caufe of complaint in the 
ftrongeft light, although my defign is to 
endeavour that it ihould ha*^e no manner 

of 
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of weight with you, as I am confident our 
adverfaries counted upon, and do ftill ex- 
pedl to find mighty advantages by it. 

But it is necefiary to fay fomething to 
this objedion, which in all appearance lieth 
fo hard upon the prefent miniftry. What 
fhall I offer upon fo tender a point? how 
fFiall I convey an anfwer that none will 
apprehend, except thofe for whom I in- 
tend it ? I have often pitied the condition 
of great minifters upon feveral accounts; 
but never (o much upon any, as when 
their duty obliges them to bear the blame 
and envy of a6tiofts for which they will 
not be anfwerable in the next world, al- 
though they dare not convince the pre- 
fent until it is too late. This letter is fent 
you, gentknie>7^ frorn no mean hand, nor 
from a perfon uninformed, although for 
the reft as little concerned in point of in- 
tertrft for any change of miniftry as moft 
others of his fellow- fubjefts. I may there- 
fore aflfume fo much to myfelf, as to defirC 
you will depend upon it, that a fhort time 
will make manifeft, how little the defedt 
you complain of ought to lip at that doo7\ 
where your enemies would be glad to fee 

B b 3 you 
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you place it. The wifeft man, who is not 
very near the Tpring of affairs, but views 
them only in their iffues and events, will 
be apt to fix applaufes and reproaches in 
the wrong place ; which is the true caufe 
of a weaknefs, that I never yet knew great 
minifters without ; I mean, their being deaf 
to all advice : for if a perfon of the beft 
underftanding offers his opinion in a point 
where he is not mafter of all the circum- 
fiances (which perhaps are not to be told), 
it is a hundred to one but he runs into an 
abfurdity : from whence it is, that mini- 
fters falfly conclude themfelves to be e- 
qually wifer than others in general things, 
where the common reafon of mankind 
ought, to be the judge, and is probably 
lefs biafTed than theirs. I have known a 
great man of excellent parts blindly 
purfue a point of no importance, againft 
the advice of every friend he had, until it 
ended in his ruin. I have feen great abili- 
ties rendered utterly ufelefs by unaccount- 
able and unnecefTary delay, and by diffi- 
culty of accefs, by which a thoufand op- 
portunities are fuffered to efcape. I have 
obferved xXiQ Jiro?igeJi JJjoulders to fink un- 
der 
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der too great a load of bufinefs, for want 
of dividing a due proportion among others. 
Thefe, and more that might be named, 
are obvious failings, which every rational 
man may be allowed to difcern, as well as 
lament ; and wherein the wifeft minifter 
may receive advice from others of inferior 
underftanding. But in thofe adions where 
we are not thoroughly informed of all the 
motives and circumftances, it is hardly 
poflible, that our judgement fhould not be 
miftaken. I have often been one of thd 
company, where we have all blamed a 
meafure taken, which hath afterwards 
proved the only one that could poflibly 
have fucceeded. Nay, I have known thofe 
very men, who have formerly been in the 
fecret of affairs, when a new fet of people 
hath come in, offering their refinements 
and conjedures in a very plaufible man- 
ner upon what was palling, and v^^idely 
err in all they advanced. 

Whatever occafions may have been given 
for complaints that enough hath not been 
clomy thofe complaints (hould not be car- 
ried fo far as to make u% forget what hath 
bee?j do?ie^ which at fir ft vi^as a great deal 
B b 4 more 
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more than we hoped, or thought practi- 
cable ; and you may be affured, that fo 
much courage and addrefs were not em- 
ployed in the beginning of fo great a 
work without a refolution of carrying it 
through, as faft as opportunities would 
offer. Any of the moft fanguine gentle- 
men in your club would gladly have com- 
pounded two years ago to have been af- 
fured of feeing affairs in the prefent fitua- 
tion : it is principally to the abilities of 
(me great man, that you, gentlemen^ owe 
the happinefs of meeting together, to cul- 
tivate good principles, and form yburfelves 
into a body for defending your ^country 
againft a reftlefs and dangerous fadion. 
It is to xhtfame we all owe that mighty 
change in the moft important poftsof the 
kingdom ; that we fee the facred perfon 
of our^r/V/r^^encompafled by thofe, whom 
we ourfelves would have chofen, if it had 
been left to our power : and if every thing 
belides that you could wifh hath not been 
hitherto done, you will be but juft to im- 
pute it to fome powerful although un- 
known impediments^ .wherein the miniftry 
is more to be lamented than blamed. But 

there 
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there is good reafon to hope, from the 
vigorous proceedings of the court, that 
thefe impediments wiJl in a fliort time ef- 
fedually be removed : and one great mo- 
tive to haften the removal of them will 
doubtlefs be the reflexion upon thofe dan- 
gerous confequences, which had like to 
have enfued upon not removing them be- 
fore. Belides, after fo plain and formida- 
ble a convidion that mild and moderate 
methods meet with no other reception or 
return than to ferve as opportunities to 
the infatiable malice of an enemy ; power 
will av/ake to vindicate itfelf, and dif- 
arm its oppofers, at leaft of all offenjive 
weapons- 

Confider, if you pleafe, how hard befet 
the prefect miniftry hath been on every 
fide : by the impofiibility of carrying on 
the war any longer without taking the 
moft defperate courfes ; or of recovering 
Spai7t from the houfe oiBourbo?!, although 
we could continue it many years longer : 
by the clamours of a fadlion againft any 
peace without that condition, which the 
moft knowing among themfelves allowed 
to be impracticable ; by the fecret cabals 

of 
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of foreign minifters, who have endeavoured 
to inflame our people, and fpirited up a 
finking fadlion to blaft all our endeavours 
for peace with thofe popular reproaches 
of France and the pretender ; not to men- 
tion the danger they have been in from 
private injinuations of fuch a nature as it 
was almoft impoflible to fence againft. 
Thefe clouds now begin to blow over^ and 
thofe who are at the helm will have leifure 
to look about them, and complete what 
yet remains to be done. 

That confederate body, which now 
makes up the adverfe party, confifteth of 
an union fomonftrous and unnatural, that 
in a little time it muft of neceflity fall to 
pieces. The dijfenters with reafon think 
themfelves betrayed and fold by their bre^ 
thren. What they have been told, that the 
prefent ^V/ againft occajional co7iformity w^as 
to prevent a greater evil, is an excufc too 
grofs to pafs ; and if any other profound 
refinement were meant, it is now come to 
nothing. The remaining fedlions of the 
party have no other tie, but that of an 
inveterate hatred and rancour againft thofe 
in power, without agreeing in any other 

common 
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common intereft, not cementisd by prin- 
ciple or perfonal friendfliip : I fpeak par- 
ticularly of their leaders ; and althiough 
I know that court enmities are as incon- 
ftant as its friendfhips, yet from the dif- 
ference of temper and principle, as well as 
the fears remaining of former animofities, 
I am perfuaded their league will not be of 
long continuance : I know feveral of tl^em, 
who will never pardon thofe with whom 
they are now in confederacy ; and when 
once they fee the prefent miniftry thorough- 
ly fixed, they will grow weary of hunting 
upon a cold f cent y or playing a defferate 
game^ and crumble away. 

On the other fide, while the malice of 
that party continues in vigour, while they. 
yet feel the bruifes of their fall, which 
pain them afrefli fince their late difappoint- 
menty they will leave no arts untried to 
recover- themfelves ; and it behoves all, 
who have any regard for the fafety of the 
Queen or hei: kingdom, to join unani- 
moufly againft an adverfary, who will re- 
, turn full fraught with vengeance upon the 
firfl opportunity that fhall ofier: and this 
perhaps is more to be regarded, becauie 
that party feem yet to have a. referve of 

hope 
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hope in tht/ame quarter from whence their 
lufi reinforcemem came. Neither can any 
thing cultivate this hope of theirs fo much 
as a difagreement among ourfelves^ found- 
ed upon a jealoufy of the miniftryj who 
I think need no better a teftimony of their 
good intentions than the irtceffant rage 
of ^t party-leaders againft them* 

There is one fault which both fides are 
apt to charge upon themfelves, and very 
generoufly commend their adverfaries for 
the contrary virtue. The tories acknow- 
ledge, that the whigs out- did them in re- 
warding their friends, and adhering to each 
other t the whigs allow the fame to the to- 
ries. I am apt to think, that the former 
may a little excel the latter in this point j 
for doubtlefs the tories are lefsvindidive of 
the two ; and whoever is remifs in punijh- 
ingy will probably be fo in rewarding ; al- 
though at the fame time I well remember 
the clamours often raifed during the reign 
of that party againft the leaders, by thofe 
who thought their merits were not . re- 
warded ; and they had realbn on their lidcj 
^ecaufe it is no doubt a misfortune to for- 
feit honour and confcience for nothing : but 
^rely the cafe is very difFerent at this 

time, 
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time, when whoever adheres to the admi- 
niftration, doth fervice to God, his prince,' 
and his country, as well as contributes to 
his own private intereft and fafety. 

But if the zciS/j" leaders were more grate- 
ful in rewarding their friends, it muft be 
avowed likewife, that the bulk of them 
were in general more zealous for the fervice 
of their party, even when abftraded from 
any private advantage, as might be ob- 
ferved in a thoufand inftances; for which 
I Vvould likewife commend them, if it 
were not natural for mankind to be more 
'vwlent in an ill caufe than a good one. 

The perpetual difcord of fadtions, with 
feveral changes of late years in the very na- 
ture of our government, have controlled 
many maxims among us. The court and 
country party^ which ufed to be the old 
divifion, feems now to be ceafed, or fuf- 
pended for better times and worfe princes* 
The Queen and miniftry are at this time 
fully in the true intereft of the kingdom; 
and therefore the court and country are of 
a fide ; and the ixhigs^ wno originally were 
of the latter, are now of neither, but an 
independent fadion, nurfed up by the ne- 
cejfnies or mifti^s of a hxtgood (dtbough 

un- 
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unexperienced prince. Court and country 
ought therefore to join their forces againft 
thefe common enemies, until they are en- 
tirely difperfed and dilablcd. It is enough 
to arm ourfclves againft them, when we 
confider that thegreateft misfortunes which 
'can befall the nation, are what would moft 
anfwer their intcrejl and their wij}j:s\ a 
perpetual war increafes their money, breaks 
and beggars their landed enemies. The ruin 
of the church would pleafc the dijfentersy 
deijis^ ^Xidi focifuans^ whereof the body of 
their party confifts. A CGVimGivuceuLh^ or a 
proteEior^ would gratify the republican prin- 
ciples of fome, and the ambition of others 
among them. 

I would infer from hence, that no dif- 
contents of an inferior nature, fuch I mean 
as I have already mentioned, fhould be 
carried fo far as to give any ill impreflion 
of the prefent miniftry. If all things have 
not been hitherto done as you, gentlemen^ 
could reafonably wifh, it can be imputed 
only to xhtfecret injlruments of that fac- 
tion. The truth of this hath appeared from 
fome late incidents more vifibly than for- 
merly. Neither do I believe that any one 
will now make a doubt, whether a certain 

^erfon 
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perfon be in earnejiy after the united and 
avowed endeavours of a whole party to 
ftrike diredlly at his head. 

When it happens by fome private crofs 
intrigues, that a great man hath not the 
power which is thought due to his ftation, 
he will however probably defire the repu- 
tation of it, without which he neither can 
preferve the dignity, nor hardly go through 
the common bufinefs of his place ; yet is 
it that reputation to which he owes all the 
envy and hatred of others, as well as his 
own difquiets. Mean time his expelling 
friends impute all their difappointments to 
fome deep defign, or to his defeft of good 
will ; and his enemies are fure to cry up 
his excefs of power, efpecially in thofe 
points where they are confident it is mofl 
fliortened. A miniftcr in this difficult cafe 
is fometimes forced to preferve his credit 
by forbearing what is in his power, for fear 
ofdifcovering how far the limits extend of 
what is not ; or perhaps for fear of (hewing 
an inclination contrary to that of his ma- 
fter. Yet all this while he lies under the 
reproach oi delay y unjieadinefs^ or want of 
fmcerity. So that there are many incon- 
veniencies £in4 dangers either in difcovering 

or 
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or concealing the want of power. Neither 
is it hard to conceive, that minifters may 
happen to fufferfor xh^ Jins of their prede- 
ceJfo7^s^ who by their great abufes and mo- 
nopolies of power and favour have taught 
princes to be more thrifty for the future 
in the diftributinn of both. And as in 
common life, whoever hath been long 
confined is very fond of his liberty, and 
will not eafily endure the very appearance 
of reftraint, even from thofe who have 
been the inftruments o[ fetting him free ; 
fb it is with the recovery of pouer, which 
is ufually attended \yithan undiftinguifli- 
ed jealoufy, left it fliould be again invaded. 
In fuch a jundure I cannot difcover, why 
a wife and honeft man (hould venture to 
place himfelf at the head of affairs upon 
any other regard than the fafety of Iiis 
country, and the advice of SocrateSy to 
prcreni an ill man from comi?ig in. 

Upon the whole, I do not fee any one 
ground of/fufpicion or diflike, which you, 
gentlemen^ or others who wifh well to thtrir 
country, may have entertained about per- 
fons or proceedings, but what may pro- 
bably be mifapprehended, even by thofe 
who think they have the beft information. 
3 Nay, 
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Nay, I will venture to go one ftep farther, 
by adding, that although it may not be 
prudent to Ipeak out upon this occaiion ; 
yet whoever will reafon impartially upon 
the whole ftate of affairs, muft entirely ac- 
quit the miniftry of that delay and neutra- 
lity, which have been laid to their charge. 
Or fuppofe f6me fmall part of this accu- 
fation were true (which I pofitively know 
to be otherwife, whereof the world will 
foon be convinced), yet the confequences 
of any refentment at this time muft either 
be none at all, or the moft fatal that can 
be imagined J for iftheprefent miniftry be 
made fo unealy, that a change be thought 
neceflary, things will return of courfe into 
the old hands of thofe, whofe little fingers 
will he found heavier than their predecejfors 
loins. The whig faSiion is fo dextrous at 
corrupting, and the people fo fufceptible 
of it, that you cannot be ignorant how 
eafy it will be after fuch a turn of affairs 
upon a new cledion to procure a majo- 
rity againft you. They will refume their 
power with a fpirit like that of Marius or 
Sylla^ or the laft triumvirate ; and thofe 
minifters who have been moft cenfured 

Vol. VIII. Cc for 
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for too much hefitation will fall the firtf 
Ificrifices to their vengeance : but thefeare 
the fmalleft mifchiefs to be apprehended 
from fuch returning exiles. What fecurity 
can a prince hope for his perfon, or his 
crown, or even for the monarchy itfelf? 
He nluft exped to fee his beft friends 
brought to the fcafFold for ajferiing his 
rights ; to fee h\% prerogative trampled ony 
and his treafure applied to feed the avarice 
of thofe who vtahe themfelves his keepers ; to 
hear himfelf treated with iniblence and 
contempt; to have his family purged at 
pledfure by their humour and malice ; and 
to retain even the name and fbadow of a 
king no longer than his ephQri£ti2^ think 
fit. 

Thefe are the inevitable confequences 
of fuch a change of affairs, as that en- 
venomed party is now projedling ; which 
will beft be prevented by your firmly ad- 
hering to th^e prefent miniftry, until this 
domefiic enemy is out of all poflibility of 
naaking head any more. 

End of Vol, VIIL 
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